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METHODOLOGY

• 1 – Identify the subject

• Developing the analysis based on your readings.

• To be aware that the way we look at a subject is linked to its
training, its culture, etc.

• Critical thinking consists of "suspending" one's judgment, to take
the time to build ideas and an opinion.

• Building a working hypothesis, which serves as a guideline, and to
see if it can answer the question.



BETWEEN EXPLAINING AND 
UNDERSTANDING

Explain Understand
Quantitative Research Qualitative Research
Deduction Induction
Analytical Holistic
Searching for Objective Elements Recognition of subjectivity
Reproduction Ideal type
Generalization
Observer concerned with
independence

Researcher as a participant

Testing aTheory Building aTheory
Separation between common
sense and science

Similarity between common opinion
and scientific arguments

Descriptive Function of Science Description of Constituent Processes



OSINT, DEFINITION

• OSINT is an acronym for Open Source INTelligence. It is a legal activity 
that allows you to methodically probe the depths of the net. 

• Only freely accessible data is analyzed, hacking methods are not used 
at all. 

• While OSINT can serve justice and the public interest, individuals or 
organizations can use these methods for malicious purposes.

Source : https://blogs.mediapart.fr/mathieu-repiquet/blog/130221/qu-est-ce-que-
l-osint

https://blogs.mediapart.fr/mathieu-repiquet/blog/130221/qu-est-ce-que-l-osint
https://blogs.mediapart.fr/mathieu-repiquet/blog/130221/qu-est-ce-que-l-osint


OSINT

OSINT constitutes a new regime of truth that relies on the study of traces to 
establish evidence that supports a demonstrative and explanatory logic, to 
respond to disinformation.

Information
Investigative Journalism
Activist Investigation

Source : https://blogs.mediapart.fr/mathieu-repiquet/blog/130221/qu-est-ce-que-l-osint

https://blogs.mediapart.fr/mathieu-repiquet/blog/130221/qu-est-ce-que-l-osint


COLLECT INFORMATION

Like the journalist, OSINT consists of extracting material along 3 axes:
1.
1. Discern truth from falsehood, evaluating sources according to the 

idea of "single source, unjust source" (i.e. unfair) and evaluating 
consistency,

2. Put into perspective what is useful to the reader,
3. Exercise judgment (if requested) and offer expertise.



SOURCES

• OSINT asks for information from academic sources, 
conferences or events, social and human networks. 

• Each type of source has advantages and disadvantages.
◦ DOAJ
◦ JSTOR
◦ Factiva: for press articles 

http://www.doaj.org/
http://www.jstor.org/


• Institutional Sites and Sources
• Studies by public institutions
• Annual Reports
• Experts, interviews
• Fairs & Exhibitions
• Wikipedia citation (with tagging)

SOURCES



SAPER VEDERE
HTTPS://WWW.SAPER-
VEDERE.EU/
• A profession with blurred contours

• Combined know-how

https://www.saper-vedere.eu/
https://www.saper-vedere.eu/


AERAS OF WORK

Source : The Many Faces Fighting 
Disinformation  - Supporting Europe’s 
counter-disinformation community, 
EUdisinfoLab, 2001, p.9.



ROMANIAN AND EUROPEAN
CONTEXT
◦ Public opinion is in favour of actions aimed at restoring or 

solidifying trust in democratic processes. 

◦ Critical sites implemented by enthusiasts or activists, freelance 
journalists, and influencers

◦ Gatewatching, i.e. surveillance and observation of disinformation
phenomena: watching, monitoring and collection of information in 
the service of the production of data and resources.



ACTORS — 1
◦ The media and press agencies that regulate words of expertise or authority

(cf. the Gatekeepers) have quickly set up specialized services or units for
fact-checking.



ACTORS — 2
◦ Young social entrepreneurs who have lived through the revealing

moments of Brexit, the election of Trump or the Macron Leaks
(2016-2017).

◦ Solutions, expertise or specialisation: so-called programmatic or
algorithmic advertising, development of an Index, the Global
Disinformation Index.



ACTORS — 3
◦ Coming from research and advocacy on issues of democracy and 

the impact of digital technology has included disinformation in their
issues and activities in support of democracy.



MOTIVATIONS

1. Willingness to serve or support democracy

2. Contribution to the improvement of one's country (without further
details)

3. Career trajectories:

4. Trained in journalism, he sees his work in his NGO as a natural next
step.

5. Current position as an extension of the experiments, where only the
scope changes.



ROMANIAN ECOSYSTEM
• Ten to twelve NGOs active in Bucharest and seven others in the 

country. 

• Romania has a piecemeal counter-disinformation system, like other
EU countries. 

• European area with identical characteristics, about 10 NGOs per 
country, multiplicity of collaborative platforms between EU countries.



OSINT IN UKRAINE

• Collection of digital sources (Telegram channels, videos, images, sounds) to
investigate, report on situations and complement the work of the media.

• Individuals, NGOs, foundations or think tanks with various statuses and
funding, assume their democratic approaches.

• Tools and processes: geolocation, reverse image search, database building,
video identification.

• Uses: collection of evidence for war crimes trials with the debate on
acceptability, accounting for material losses to dispel the fog of war and the
claims of belligerents.



https://eyesonrussia.org/

https://eyesonrussia.org/




INFORMATION AND US

• Willingness to seize opportunities
• Confidence in one's abilities
• Openness to differing opinions
• Flexibility to consider the opinions of others
• Acknowledging one's own biases, often stemming from one's culture 

and beliefs
• Caution and Suspension of Judgment


