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The Buddha in Dhammachakkapavattana/ Vyākhyāna Mudrā (Discourse Posture) 
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    We rebuild, we revive, we re-purpose our own story 

 

 
      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It gives me great pleasure to present the Annual Report highlighting the vision and journey of 

Nalanda University, the milestones achieved, and our key plans for the future. This report attempts 

to briefly encapsulate the silent growth of this intellectual giant of ancient times.  

 

This year we undertook a slew of measures that were closely bound with the growth roadmap that I 

had envisioned, when I had taken over the reins of Nalanda’s leadership. These measures aimed to 

reinvent, create and strengthen the edifice of this historically renowned University, designed to 

continue upholding the founding vision of the University and its objectives, the most significant 

one was “to contribute to the promotion of regional peace and vision by bringing together the 

future leaders of East Asia, who by relating to their past history can enhance their understanding of 

each other’s perspectives and to share that understanding globally” [Nalanda University Act, 

2010]. The idea of rebirth of Nalanda was first shared by the Former Hon’ble President of India, 

Late Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam. Around the same time, inspired by the ethos of the ancient Nalanda, 

the East Asia Summit member countries supported the creation of Nalanda University under the 

aegis of Ministry of External Affairs through signing an inter-governmental memorandum with 

India. The University heralded its second coming as an avant-garde international university of 

“national importance” in 2010 through an Act of Parliament.   

 

My own focus and efforts have been guided by all these vital considerations. The current focus of 

the University, therefore, has been on creating parallel growth structures be it crafting innovative 

academic architecture, or transforming administrative/ finance eco-systems to support the growth 

and progress of the University;  drafting policy documentation;  commencement of the of the 

physical construction of a Net Zero Sustainable campus with its 200 odd structures, or even 

 

 

From time immemorial India opened up novel paths 
of learning.  Wherever Buddha traversed, seeds of 
knowledge sprouted and flourished.  For centuries, 
Nalanda was beacon of learning attracting scholars 
from all over the world and became a symbol of 
Asian wisdom.  We are now poised to embark on a 
similar journey on an expanded scale with Asia-
Pacific and Indian Ocean countries joining in.  If the 
world’s future lies in achieving a multi-polar system, 
it is necessary that an institution such as Nalanda 
charts the course of a new knowledge system for the 
21st century. 
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commissioning the Institute of Public Auditors of India (IPAI) to prepare an Internal Audit manual 

for the University. Thinking ahead of the curve, I also focused on interdisciplinary approaches in 

instruction that, together with the cafeteria model, furnished the base for not only igniting young 

minds but also encouraging critical thinking.  

 

The new academic framework also aligned with the new National Education Policy 2020 of the 

Government of India, resonating its core idea of developing “the creative potential of each 

individual” through developing their “cognitive, social, ethical and dispositions.” The pursuit of 

knowledge (Jnana), wisdom (Pragya), and truth (Satya), as built into the ancient Indian education 

system combined with Asian wisdom and emerging knowledge paradigm globally with the aim to 

build intellectual capital has been a guiding principle.  

 

I am glad to share that we have taken significant steps – small and big – towards making those 

happen. The processes were set to assess existing academic structures, to innovate them and create 

new academic structures through a range of globally relevant programs. We are also in the process 

of establishing globally-accessible Common Archival Resource Centre, Centre for Bay of Bengal 

Studies as well as a library of proportions that would mirror the famed repository of our illustrious 

predecessor. Likewise, our administrative systems are being revamped as appropriate to the scales 

envisioned for Nalanda. Nalanda’s trajectory of growth over the past four years is seeing fruition in 

the establishment of new Schools, faculty recruitments, a variety of interdisciplinary courses, 

through a cafeteria model and experiential learning. These have become more poignant as we 

collectively deal with and emerge out of the current global pandemic. 

 

It is extremely gratifying for me to share the journey of Nalanda University.  Nalanda University 

has more recently taken deeper root in creating state of the art infrastructure, laboratories and the 

sprawling new Net-Zero sustainable campus with 40 hectares (100 acres) of water bodies, a space 

to nurture new and regenerative ecologies of learning. This past year has been particularly 

productive towards coming closer to the goals stated above and in creating partnerships and 

linkages as well as innovative infrastructures, learning practices, pedagogies and curricular 

advances. These hard-won efforts are helping us in bringing closer to the Nalanda’s founding 

vision.  

 

I humbly acknowledge the support that I have received in the challenging task of Nalanda’s 

resurgence. The Government of India has consistently supported the University in all its endeavors. 

My acknowledgement to: Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bihar, Hon’ble External Affairs Minister, the 

Foreign Secretary, the Policy Planning and Research Division of the MEA, and the Parliamentary 

Committee, in my journey of rebuilding Nalanda. 

 

Jai Hind 

Prof. Sunaina Singh 
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  The Nalanda University Act, 2010 (No. 39 of 2010) received the assent of the President on 21st 

 September, 2010. The Act not only established the Nalanda University as an International 

 University, which has been designated as an “Institution of National Importance,” to primarily 

focus on promotion of peace, harmony and sustainable development. 

 

  The journey of the rebirth of Nalanda University commenced with former Hon’ble President 

 of India Late Dr. A. P. J. Abdul Kalam voicing, in the Bihar Legislative Assembly in 2006, the 

 need to resestablish Nalanda given its historical eminence as Viswaguru. The East Asia

 Summit countries simultaneously also voiced a collective aspiration towards the 

 reestablishment of Nalanda:   

   

  “The Second East Asia Summit held on the 15th January, 2007 in the city of Cebu, Republic of 

 Philippines agreed to strengthen regional educational co-operation by tapping the East Asia 

 Region’s centres of excellence in education and for the revival of the Nālandā University  

 located in the State of Bihar to improve regional understanding and the appreciation of one 

 another’s heritage and history”; 

 

  “The Fourth East Asia Summit held on the 25th October, 2009, in Hua Hin, Thailand, 

supported the establishment of Nālandā University and encouraged the networking and 

collaboration between the proposed Nālandā University and exisiting centres of excellence in 

the East Asia  Summit so as to build a community of learning where students, scholars, 

researchers and academecians can work together symbolizing the spirituality that unites all 

mankind”. (Preamble of the Nalanda University Act, 2010) 

 

 The Government of India through an Act of Indian Parliament established Nalanda University 

under the aegis of the Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India given its international 

mandate.   
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The Participating Member Countries of East Asia Summit that signed an Inter-

 Governmental Agreement in support of establishment of Nalanda University are:  
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• To impart education and to enable research towards capacity building of the Member States in 

the domain of ancient science (in particular, practiced in Nalanda several centuries ago), 

philosophy, language, history, and other areas of higher learning vital for improving quality of 

life. 

 

• To contribute to the promotion of regional peace and vision by bringing together the future 

leaders of the East Asia, who by relating to their past history can enhance their understanding 

of each other’s perspectives and to share that understanding globally. 

 

• To harmonize the academic standards and accreditation norms in teaching, research and 

curriculum that are acceptable to all Member States. 

 

• To create a unique partnership between the scholars and interested persons from the Member 

States. 

 

• To understand the Buddha’s teaching in the contemporary context without excluding any other 

thoughts and practices from any other part of the world. 

 

• To enhance research for greater interaction between Asian countries, particularly between East 

Asia, bound by strong historical commonalities in areas like trade, science, mathematics, 

astronomy, religion, philosophy and cross- cultural currents. 

 

• To foster in the students and scholars the spirit of accommodation, understanding and thus to 

train them to become exemplary citizens of democratic societies. 

 

• To contribute to the improvement of the educational system of the Member States in view of 

the teaching in Nalanda several centuries ago. 

 

• To provide education and training in various arts, crafts and skills of the Member States, 

raising their quality and improving their availability to the people. 

 

 Objectives of the University 
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           (January 2017-----)               (May 2017-----) 

 

 Vice Chancellor and Members of the Governing Board with the then Honb’le EAM Smt. Sushma Swaraj 
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Statutory Bodies of the University 

 
• Governing Board 
• Executive Committee 
• Finance Committee 
• Academic Council  

 

The Governing Board 
 

Chancellor  Chairperson:Ex-Officio 

Vice Chancellor  Member: Ex-Officio 

Five Members from Member 

Countries  

Members 

One Member not below the rank of 

Secretary in the MEA nominated by 

the Central Government 

Member Secretary 

Two Representatives from 

Government of Bihar nominated by 

Bihar Government 

Members 

One Member not below the rank of 

Additional Secretary in the MHRD 

nominated by the Central Government 

Member 

Three Members from amongst the 

persons being renowned academician 

or educationalist nominated by Central 

Government 

Members 

 
 

 
The Executive Committee of the Governing Board 

 

Chancellor  Chairperson: Ex-Officio 

Vice Chancellor  Member: Ex-Officio 

Secretary (East), MEA, GoI. Member 

Three Members as nominated 

from the Members of the 

Governing Board  

Members 
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The Finance Committee 

 

Vice Chancellor 

 

Chair  

Two Chancellor’s Nominee/s 

 

Members 

A Nominee of the Ministry of 

Finance, Govt. of India 

Member  

A Nominee of the Ministry of 

External Affairs, Govt. of India 

Member  

Dean of the Schools of Study by 

Rotation as nominated by the Vice 

Chancellor 

Member 

Finance Officer 

 

Member Secretary 

 

 

 

 

 

The Academic Council  

 

Vice Chancellor Chair 

Seven experts (not being employees 

of the University or an institution 

recognized by it), co-opted by the 

Academic Council on the 

recommendation of the Vice-

Chancellor. 

Expert Members 

Deans of Schools & Faculty 

nominated by the Vice Chancellor  

Member  

Librarian   Member 

Director (Admissions) or as 

nominated by the Vice Chancellor 

Special Invitee 

Registrar Member Secretary 
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The Academic Year 2020-21 registered a significant growth in fresh initiatives and activities. 

These were undertaken under the following heads: 

 

 

 

 

 

 Construction of Main Campus of the University: Growth of Construction of the  

  Main Campus enhanced to 90% at present from 0.28% in 2017 

 Creating knowledge eco-systems for a ‘man-making’ education.  

 New Academic Architecture: A Framework as per International Standards  

 Building the world’s largest self-sustaining Net-Zero campus (Nearly 200 structures are 

  being created with State-of the-Art Infrastructure) 

 Fellowships enhanced in BIMSTEC & ASEAN 

 Key international linkages were initiated for joint programs, faculty exchange and 

  collaborative research. 

 IT backbone for knowledge creation 

 Amphitheatre classrooms 

 Extra Credits 

 E-resources & living archives 

 Labs: Humanities, Language, Computer, GIS, Environment 

 World Class Library- Halls of knowledge, meditation, music, discussion halls,  

  auditorium.    

 Interdisciplinary/ Multidisciplinary Courses 

 Research Based Master’s 

 The Growth Graph of Nalanda at a Glance  
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 Establishment of New Schools:  School of Languages and Literature/Humanities;  

  School of Management Studies; School of International Relations. 

 Establishment of New Centres: Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies; Common Archival 

  Resource Centre and Centre for Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies 

 Cutting Edge Research 

 Experiential Learning 

 Field Studies 

 Indian Knowledge Systems Fused with Emerging New Knowledge Systems 

 Vibrant Academic & Intellectual Environment in a Multicultural Fabric 

 Cafeteria Model 

 New Courses: Global Ph.D.; MBA in Sustainable Development and Management; M.A. 

  in World Literature; M.A. in Hindu Studies (Sanatana); Short Term Programmes 

 Internal Audit Manual created through  CAG support for transparent and accountable 

  management  

 Registration in Government e-Marketplace (GeM), GOI to facilitate online procurement 

  of common use Goods & Services. 

 E-Tendering Process  

 During the outbreak of Covid-19 and lockdown period, Nalanda University sets an 

  example for Remote teaching and Examination, Evaluation through digital platforms 

 The University started its operation and classes from the main campus from December 

  2019 with the Teaching Block, Faculty Offices, Laboratory Block, Mini Auditorium 

  and Administrative Block-1. 

 Initiated the Regulatory Provision for HYBRID RENEWABLE System which marks a 

  paradigm shift in the country to encourage the Green and Clean Energy. 

 Implementation of the smart Approach for Net-Zero Strategy suggested by the Expert 

  Agencies like USAID, BEE, CERC, NISE, BREDA and SBPDCL. 

 Initiated Piped Natural Gas (PNG) Connection in the University Campus under Pradhan 

  Mantri Urja Ganga Gas Pipeline Project. 

 Initiated the process of establishment of the Energy efficient system with help of  

  Central Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC), Bureau of Energy Efficiency 
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  (BEE) and US- Indian partnership agency (US Agency for International Development- 

  USAID). 

 Approximately 40 Hectares of water bodies are being developed out of which 95% 

  work  is completed. The water required for the construction is also being catered to by 

  the rain water stored in the water bodies. 

 The award winning 'Integrated Water Management plan' is for collection of rain water 

  and surface runoff within the campus, control on wastage of excess water and demand 

  management principles. This resonates with the Jal Jeevan Hariyali Abhiyan of the 

  Hon'ble Chief Minister, Bihar. 

 The campus is being developed with the Net-Zero (Energy, Water and Waste)  

  approach. The Net-Zero approach on such a large scale is pioneer as in INDIA and 

  possibly the world’s largest NET-ZERO Campus. 

 Use of compressed stabilized earth blocks as the main building material.  

 Use of soil from the site itself as against procuring from off-site to manufacture  

  compressed stabilized earth blocks. 

 Use of integrated boxes of masonry to achieve seismic stability.  

 Use of thick cavity walls to increase thermal resistance 

 

 

As an outcome of the continuous effort of the present Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh, the 

University has scaled up its academic programmes and expanded its Schools and Centres. At 

present, the University offers 6 Masters Programmes through its 5 Schools. The University at 

present has nearly 750 students including 173 students from 31 overseas countries and 45 

faculty members including 18 foreign faculty. The Nalanda University has maximum number 

of students from across the globe enrolled for various Masters Programmes. It is a preferred 

destination for students from abroad. It is evident from the number of international students 

which stands at 173 now from 02 in the first batch of 2014-16. 

 

 3 New Schools:  School of Languages and Literature/Humanities; School of  

  Management Studies; School of International Relations. 

 3 New Centres: Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies; Common Archival Resource Centre 

  and Centre for Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies.  

 Creation of New Pathways of Knowledge: Academics  
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 3 Global Ph.D. Programmes in Historical Studies; Ecology and Environment Studies; 

  Buddhist Studies, Philosophy and Comparative Religions. 

 3 New Master’s Programmes: MBA in Sustainable Development and Management; 

  M.A. in World Literature; M.A. in Hindu Studies (Sanatana). 

 Short Programmes in Languages; RS & GIS; Yoga 

A new Academic Architecture based on international standards was introduced by the end of 

2017. Interdisciplinary innovative courses with a focus on cutting edge research in new 

frontiers of learning have been also introduced. It is ensured that the courses are audited every 

year. 

 The Master level courses are reinvented and restructured as Foundation, Bridge, Advanced 

and Specialized courses with a research dissertation at the Masters level. All courses are in a 

Cafeteria Model with a number of electives on the menu which are interdisciplinary. A 

student from Ecology and Environment Studies can opt for a course from Buddhist Studies, 

Philosophy and Comparative Religions on Spiritualism and a Buddhist Studies student can 

opt for a course from the MBA programme in Sustainable Development and Management etc.  

 The present dispensation has ensured that new courses in the Schools as demarcated in the 

Act and Statutes become functional and meet the international standards. If in 2017, 03 

courses were taught at Nalanda University; by 2021-22, 17 courses are being taught 

including short courses in Yoga and Meditation; Sanskrit; Pali; Korean; English etc. The 

number of Schools also have gone up from 03 in 2017 to 06 Schools in 2021. The University 

has also initiated a Credit Bank where the students can add to their credit banks with extra 

credits from additional courses. While some international faculty teach on courses, there are a 

number of visiting faculty both national and international along with industry experts 

teaching/addressing students. A four year Global Ph.D. was initiated in 2019 with 130 

credits for both regular and part-time researchers. Despite the Covid-19 pandemic the 

University still launched an MBA programme in Sustainable Development and 

Management.  

 

 The University also sets benchmarks in Remote Teaching and Evaluation during the 

pandemic and ensured that the University calendar was adhered to as per the Academic 

Calendar schedule. In all these efforts of raising the standards and bringing about new 

initiatives, the University acknowledges the support of the Government of India and 

particularly the Hon’ble Prime Minister for announcing the BIMSTEC and ASEAN 

Scholarships for the Nalanda University. As per the announcement made by Hon’ble Prime 

Minister of India and with the approval of MEA, as a pilot programme, 30 fellowships are 

given to students from BIMSTEC Countries which are partly EAS Countries.  

5  
Schools & 

3 Centres  
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 As a nodal University, Nalanda University is nominated to anchor the India-ASEAN 

Network of Universities. The University will lead in establishing the road map for linkages, 

twinning programmes, exchanges, joint-research, credit transfer and other collaborative 

initiatives. This is a priority area for Nalanda University. This proposal is at present with the 

ASEAN Secretariat and financial approval is being awaited. 

An announcement made by Hon'ble Prime Minister of India, during the 4th BIMSTEC (Bay 

of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation) summit in 

Kathmandu that “For research on art, culture and other subjects in the Bay of Bengal, India 

would set up a Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies at the Nalanda University”. Thirty (30) 

Scholarships for students from the Region for Nalanda University. The University has 

established a Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies and it’s a work in Progress to offer research 

programmes. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

1. Statutes: A number of Statutes were initiated in compliance with the Act and with 

statutory approvals, concurrence of the Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of Law 

& Justice GOI were submitted to Hon'ble President of India for ratification. The Statutes 

as initiated contain major components which were missing in the Statutes of 2015 and 

those that needed amendment. Happy to share that with the active support of PPR division 

MEA the statutes have now been ratified by Hon'ble President of India, as our Visitor. 

 

2. Academic Ordinances: A detailed Academic Ordinances as per international framework 

were created covering all aspects of Academic Architecture including Schools and 

Centres; Evaluation; Credit/Grades; Admission Process; Eligibility Criteria; Cafeteria 

Model; Teaching Calendar; Scholarships; Global Ph.D. and Post Doctoral Fellowship etc. 

The Academic Ordinances were created in 2018 with statutory approvals and concurrence 

of the Ministry of External Affairs and Ministry of Law & Justice, GOI. The Academic 

Ordinances have been published through a Gazette Notification in 2021. 

 

3. Internal Audit Manual: The Vice Chancellor has taken a key initiative for creation of an 

Internal Audit Manual to bring in transparency and accountability with an aim of zero 

corruption. The Institute of Public Auditors of India (Bihar Chapter) was commissioned to 

prepare the Internal Audit Manual in 2020. The manual is now part of internal audit 

systems of University since its submission in early 2021. 

Policy Initiatives: Legislation 
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(A move towards building a Green Sustainable Campus: Initiatives of Vice Chancellor Prof. 

Sunaina Singh) 

 

 
 

To recreate the erstwhile Vishwaguru in the form of an avant-garde international University, 

the Vice Chancellor has taken up its infrastructure development works on a war footing basis. 

The world class sustainable green infrastructure is being created as a benchmark of its scale 

and magnitude. The University is focused on expeditious completion of the campus 

construction and building infrastructure. 

 

The Government of India sanctioned Rs. 1749.65 Crores under Capital Expenditure for 

construction and development of the University Campus at Rajgir in 2014. The construction 

of the University Buildings comprising of the Academic and Administrative buildings along 

with campus amenities, utility structures and site development works, however, was initiated 

in reality under the dynamic leadership of the present Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sunaina Singh in 

May 2017 (0.28%), which now stands at 90%.  

 

NET-ZERO Campus Infrastructure Development 
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Building the state-of-the-art new campus involves massive infrastructure development of 

more than 200 buildings/structures having built up area of over 14 lakh square feet including 

development of 300 acres of landscape/horticulture works, construction of 12.5 kilometer 

internal road network, building 40 hectares of waterbodies, including all modern services, 

utilities, interior & furnishing of the buildings. The University is functional from its New 

Campus since December 2019. State of the art Labs, classrooms, faculty offices, library, 

auditorium etc. are now a reality within a short span of 3-4 years. 

 

The present dispensation of the University, in order to ensure efficient monitoring the 

progress of works, quality, adherence to the statutory obligations and instill effective 

coordination among the various project implementing agencies, established a Project 

Monitoring Committee with highly experienced serving/ retired professionals from Building 

Construction Department, Govt. of Bihar along with a representation from MEA. GEM 

Division and also appointed a Nodal Officer, the Retd. Engineer-In-Chief of Bihar Govt. 

Despite the COVID pandemic challenges comprising of reverse migration, disruption of 

supply chains and slowdown in almost all segments of construction, the Committee has 

ensured the progress of works. As award of work for few more buildings is in process, 

completion of all construction activities for the campus is likely to be fully achieved by the 

Financial Year 2023-24. 

 

NET-ZERO & GREEN Campus Development:  The University Campus is a NET-ZERO 

sustainable green campus. The key sustainability features for developing this Net Zero 

Campus include, net zero energy, net zero water, net zero waste and net zero emission. This 

hybrid concept featuring renewable energy sources with the indigenous approach and its 

integration with various innovative technologies may exemplify rational approaches to 

construction of other upcoming projects/campuses and community construction models in 

future. Some of the most important and indigenous aspects and palette of concepts for passive 

methods operating at different scales are –  

 

• Use of Desiccant Evaporative (DEVAP) technology for cooling/heating of the 

 buildings.  

• Solar Integrated thermal storage technology for HVAC System. 

• Smart LED lighting, Digitally Addressed Lighting Interface (DALI) integrated with 

 occupancy sensor. 

• Use of Compressed Stabilized Earth Blocks (CSEB) instead of common burnt clay 

 bricks.  

• Use of integrated boxes of masonry to achieve seismic stability.  

• Use of thick cavity walls to increase thermal resistance.  

• Climate appropriate landscape design to reduce potable water demand. 
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• Decentralized Water Treatment (DeWAT) systems.  

• Strategies for efficient waste management system.  

• Biogas operated Combined Heat & Power (CHP) engine. 

• Solar PV captive power plant. 

• Cooling as well as cleaning of the air through use of selected native plants, etc.  

• Automated approach in Campus & Building Management System (SCADA/Smart 

 Grid, IBMS, PLC etc.).  

 

 The campus combines state-of-the art technologies with planning principles of the 

 ancient Vastu Shastra to create a carbon neutral and zero waste campus. The whole 

 master plan in itself is transitional, as it demonstrates the integration of the campus 

 into a large eco-system of the site.  

  

Under the sterling Leadership of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, the University has been 

recognized and awarded: 

 

 GRIHA Exemplary Performance Award (Passive Approach)  

 GRIHA Exemplary Performance Award (Integrated Water Management System)  

 GRIHA Exemplary Performance Award (Renewable Energy Utilization Approach)  

 GRIHA Exemplary Performance Award (Renewable Energy Utilization Approach)  

 Green University Award, by the Green Mentors Agency  

 GRIHA LD 5-Star Rating on Master Plan  

 With the support of the Hon’ble Minister for Petroleum & Natural Gas, Shri 

Dharmendra Pradhan, the University obtained approval for detouring of the Piped 

Natural Gas (PNG) line (2019) for supplying the University Campus under Pradhan 

Mantri Urja Ganga Gas Pipeline Project.  The work at site is in progress, and the 

pipeline is being laid inside the campus. 

 With support of Hon’ble Minister for New and Renewable Energy, Shri R K Singh, 

the University obtained approval for  support of around Rs 3.5 Crore for a 5 Mega 

Watt Solar PV Farm under the CPSU Viability Gap Funding (VGF) scheme. Such 

subsidy is generally issued to the PSUs. NU is the first University to acquire it under 

the initiatives of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor. 

 Special address of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, NU at Indian Green Building 

Congress and signing of MoU with Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) with a 

mandate of sensitizing the student’s community on needs and importance of 

environmental policies and management, fostering industry-academia linkages. 
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(Night view of the Campus) 

 

 

 

 

Nalanda sets an example for Remote Teaching and Examination within the Academic 

Calendar during the Covid-19 pandemic.  

 

During the outbreak of Covid-19 and lockdown period, Nalanda University under the 

leadership of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor sets an example for Remote teaching and 

Examination, Evaluation etc. Due to various initiatives taken by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, 

teaching, learning, examination, essential services were not disrupted and there was no 

outright stagnation of covid protocols. Teaching, sharing of materials and readings, 

supervision of Masters Dissertations, conduct of examinations, evaluation and declaration of 

result were held remotely as per the Academic Calendar of the University. Due to Covid-19 

and with the presence of a large number of international students on the campus, the 

University sets the goals with periodic review and regular meetings through video conference 

by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor to deal with the pandemic situation and sets an example.  

 

 

 

Remote Teaching and Evaluation During Covid-19: 

Setting Benchmarks 
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An overview of the initiatives taken by the University is presented below: 

 

1. Periodic Review:  

 

  Under the guidance and direction of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Nalanda University 

prepared an early action plan on safety measures due to Covid-19 pandemic and 

reviewed the situation and arrangements through periodic meetings.  

  In order to decide the course of action for safety, health and security measures for 

Covid-19, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor periodically reviewed the situation through 

several meetings with Deans of Schools, Faculty Members and Senior Administration 

from time to time during the lockdown period.  

 

2. Teaching:  

 

  In compliance with the advisory issued by the Government of India, classes were 

suspended in physical mode with immediate effect, Indian students in the Residence 

Halls were repatriated to their homes while teaching from different platform of digital 

mode were explored and activated.   

  All faculty members engaged with students virtually, conducted online classes, 

evaluation of dissertations/assignments and sharing of course materials with the 

students were shared through various online platforms like Google Classroom, 

Blackboard, Google Meet, Zoom, Skype, Web-Ex etc.  

  The Deans were asked to submit weekly reports to the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor. 

  The faculty were asked to register for an Online Workshop with QASPIR on Online 

Learning for Faculty organized by Associations of Indian Universities (AIU). 

(Registration fee borne by Nalanda University). 

 

3. Examination:  

 

  In compliance with the direction of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor to ensure that the 

future prospects of students (for ex: higher studies, Ph.D., job etc.) are not hampered 

in anyway, the teaching was completed and the examinations were held as per the 

Academic Calendar of the University.   

  The End Semester examinations were held through digital mode/remotely and all 

most  all students of Masters, Ph.D. appeared for the examinations.  
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4. Evaluation and Results: 

  

  The faculty regularly supervised the dissertations of students of Fourth Semester and 

dissertations were completed in all respects and submitted. 

  Evaluation process was completed and Results were declared on May 30, 2020 as per 

the Academic Calendar.  

 

5. Health and Security of Students and Faculty:  

 

  During the lockdown period, the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor directed the University 

health centre to check and monitor the health status of international students and 

faculty on a day to day basis with frequent reporting. 

  It was directed by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor to minimize stress and ensure 

psychological wellbeing of the students residing in the hostels and faculty and 

measures were taken to engage them in Yoga and Meditation while maintaining social 

distance.  

  Reports on the health status of international students and faculty were submitted to the 

State Government of Bihar when requested.  

 

6. Ensuring Security:  

 

  It was ensured that no visitor/outsider enter the campuses as well as residence halls 

and no outside food be delivered to anybody.  

  All the employees were directed to work remotely and to take all pre-cautionary 

measures of lockdown and social distancing while ensuring that essential services are 

performed.  

  While the security guards continued with their duties, it was ensured that they 

undertake regular medical check-ups and other assistance to the security guards, when 

required, were provided.  

 

7. Essential Services:  

 

  Since the University is housed in residential campus wherein students, faculty and 

non-teaching stay in campus/ at Rajgir within a close vicinity of the University, 

essential services such as providing of electricity & water, availability of internet, 

ensuring hygiene, disbursement of salary, 24x7 availability of doctors at the 

University health centre etc. were ensured.  
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8. Smooth Repatriation of Students: 

 

  Prior to the declaration of national lockdown, in compliance with the advisory issued 

by the Government of India, the University ensured that the students in the Residence 

Halls be repatriated to their homes.   

  The Indian students, two students from USA and 13 students from Bhutan had a safe 

passage back home with the help of their respective embassies before the nation-wide 

lock down.  

  With assistance from respective Embassies, students from Vietnam and Myanmar had 

a smooth repatriation to their homes after completion of all FRRO formalities. The 

University extended support with providing all possible facilities required in this 

regard. Those international students who could not travel stayed back at the residential 

halls with all services extended by the University. As per the directions of the Hon’ble 

Vice Chancellor, the health was being monitored on a day to day basis by the 

University Health Centre.    

 

9. Admission for the session 2020-21:  

 

  In compliance with the time to time directions by the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor to 

ensure that the academic career/future of a student is not hampered in anyway, the 

Admission Committee continued with its process of online admission for the session 

2020-21 including scrutiny of applications, conduct of interview through Skype etc. 

with submission of weekly reports on the progress of the admission to Hon’ble Vice 

Chancellor.   

 

The Way Forward: 

 

Though there is a lot of despair surrounding the current COVID-19 scenario, Nalanda 

University under the leadership of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor ensured to canvas 

possibilities and positivism. Despite the prevailing health crisis situation, the Academic 

Calendar was maintained and the University planned for the new academic session. The 

University is well equipped to cope up with the new challenges as new opportunities and with 

the present strategies, it may not be very difficult to sustain or continue with the teaching 

learning programmes in the coming wave of paranoia, if any. Crisis times are unlike normal 

times and they require different sets of skills to deal with and here Nalanda sets the example 

and shows the way forward under the streling leadership of the hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. 

Sunaina Singh.  
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POST SCRIPT: 

 

In October 2021, Hon’ble MoS Dr. Raj Kumar Ranjan Singh and MEA officers visited the 

Nalanda campus and witnessed the development. The Heads of Missions of Member-States of 

Nalanda University complimented the Vice Chancellor during a special interaction organized 

by MEA on 16.12.2021 in New Delhi for the progress made.  

 

One important event of academic session 2021-22 has been the successful hosting of the  6th 

International Conference “Dharma-Dhamma traditions in building the post Covid world 

order” on 7-9 Nov 2021, with the participation of dignitaries, spiritual gurus and scholars 

from India and overseas. Hon’ble Vice President Shri Venkaiah Naidu inaugurated the 

conference and Governor of Bihar Shri Phagu Chauhan, Chief Minister of Bihar Shri Nitish 

Kumar, Transport Minister of Sri Lanka, Mrs. Pavithra Wanniarachchi,  Ambassador of 

Bhutan Mr. V. Namgyel were honoured guests. MoS Mrs. Meenakshi Lekhi presented the 

Valedictory address.  CM of Arunachal Pradesh, Mr. Pema Khandu also participated in the 

event. Hon’ble MoS Smt. Meenakashi Lekhi witnessed the growth and development of the 

University and appreciated the Vice Chancellor for her dynamic leadership.  

 

During AY 2021-22, Nalanda University gained in repute with new international recognitions 

bestowed upon Vice Chancellor, Prof. Sunaina Singh for leadership, who became Advisor to 

Research & Innovation Wing of the Association of Universities of Asia and the Pacific, 2021; 

also received the prestigious Quality Achievement Award-2021 for Research and Academic 

Excellence by European Society for Quality Research, 2021. 

 

The support of the MEA and particularly the PPR division is highly valued in its onward 

journey of the Nalanda University in further rejuvenating the momentum of progress at the 

University. 
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  Steady Growth of Schools  
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School of 
Ecology & 
Environment 
Studies 

• Masters' & Ph. D. Programme 

•  
•  

School of 
Historical 
Studies 

• Masters' & Ph. D. Programme 

• Center for Common Archival Resource 

School of 
Buddhist 
Studies, 
Philosophy & 
Comparative 
Religions 

• Masters' & Ph. D. Programme 

School of 
Languages & 
Literature 

• Short Programmes: Sanskrit, English, Korean 

• Certificate / Diploma 

• Masters’ programme in World Literature  

School of 
International 
Relations 

• Center for Bay of Bengal Studies 

• Center for Conflict - Resolution & Peace Studies 

School of 
Management 
Studies 

• MBA in Sustainable Development & 
Management 

Programmes at a Glance  
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A believer in “तत्कर्म यन्न बन्धाय सा विद्या या विर्ुक्तये, the Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh 

looks at education from the lens of India’s ancient ‘Gyan Parampara’ (knowledge 

tradition) which involves a wide spectrum of human development and the unbroken 

tradition of knowledge leading to the creation of knowledge society. In the process of 

renewal of this ancient seat of learning, her actions, constantly guided by the rich history 

of Nalanda, are striving to create something that has not existed before. Under her sterling 

leadership, the University at present believes in the confluence of our ancient wisdom 

with modern state of art technology to pursue fundamental questions, tackle emerging 

challenges and translate ideas into action. To enable such an environment, she has 

successfully put efforts to build international fellowships available for teaching, research 

and studies at Nalanda University generously supported by the Government of India and 

other participating countries and institutions. 

 

Nalanda University despite being a young University is home to a diverse community of 

students and scholars. It endeavours to attract the best and the brightest from the world 

over. Currently, the University has 30 plus nationalities enriching its diversity and 

pluralism on campus even while the World is still grappling with the implications of the 

Covid-19 pandemic. 

 

A new Academic Architecture based on international standards was introduced by the 

end of 2017. Interdisciplinary innovative courses with a focus on cutting edge 

research in new frontiers of learning have been also introduced. It is ensured that the 

courses are audited every year. The Masters level courses are restructured as 

Foundation, Bridge, Advanced and Specialized courses with a research dissertation at the 

Masters level. 

 

All courses are in a Cafeteria Model with a number of electives on the menu which are 

interdisciplinary. A student from Ecology and Environment Studies can opt for a course 

from Buddhist Studies, Philosophy and Comparative Religions on Spiritualism and a 

Buddhist Studies student can opt for a course from the MBA programme in Sustainable 

Development and Management etc.  

 

The present dispensation has ensured that new courses in the Schools as demarcated in 

the Act and Statutes become functional and meet the international standards. If in 2017, 

03 courses were taught at Nalanda University; by 2021-22, 17 courses are being taught 

including short courses in Yoga and Meditation; Sanskrit; Pali; Korean; English etc. The 

number of Schools also have gone up from 03 in 2017 to 06 Schools in 2021. The 

University has also initiated a Credit Bank where the students can add to their credit 

banks with extra credits from additional courses. While some international faculty teach 

31



 

 

courses, there are a number of visiting faculty both national and international along with 

industry experts teaching/addressing students. A four year Global Ph.D. was initiated in 

2019 with 130 credits for both regular and part-time researchers. Despite the Covid-19 

pandemic the University still launched an MBA programme in Sustainable 

Development and Management. 

 

Initiated new courses in Six Schools of Studies: 

 School of Buddhist Studies, Philosophy and Comparative Religions. 

 School of Ecology and Environment Studies. 

 School of Historical Studies 

 School of Management Studies 

 School of Languages and Literature/Humanities 

 School of International Relations. 

 

Apart from the Schools, the University at present has also initiated three research Centres to 

engage in research in their niche areas. 

 Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies 

 Common Archival Resource Centre 

 Centre for Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies. 

                                                              

 

 
 Water Ecology on New Campus 
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With a vision of crafting knowledge routes in East Asia and beyond, the University has 

established various lecture series programmes which marks a substantial step in inculcating 

Indian ethical values, developing core knowledge value by inviting speakers with proven 

expertise, distinguished scholarship and distinctions to deliver lectures and interact with the 

students and faculty on a regular basis. 

 

The list of lectures organized by the University during April 2020 to March, 2021 is placed 

below: 

 

Prof. S. P. Raj is chair of the 

marketing department and 

Distinguished Professor of 

Marketing at the Whitman School 

of Management. He was also a 

tenured full professor of marketing 

at Cornell University and a visiting 

faculty at Kellogg School in 

Northwestern University.  

 Professor S. P. Raj served as 

Distinguished Faculty at School of 

Management Studies at Nalanda. He 

had taught course Sustainability 

Market Studies in which he covered 

Strategic Marketing and Sustainable 

Competitive Advantage and Integrated 

Marketing Communication. 

Prof. Farrokh Langdana has been 

heading the globally ranked and 

highly regarded Executive M.B.A. 

program at Rutgers Business 

School. His areas of specialization 

include monetary and fiscal theory 

and international trade and global 

macroeconomic policy. His most 

recent book, co-authored with Peter 

Murphy and published by Springer 

Press, is titled “International Trade 

and Global Macropolicy.” 

 Prof. Farrokh Langdana had delivered 

two Distinguished lectures at School 

of Management Studies as 

International Visiting Faculty. His 

lectures were on Modern Monetary 

Theory and another lecture was on 

Hyperinflation: Causes and Concern.   

Dr. Zinaida Fadeeva is currently 

Visiting Professor at Centre for 

Global Sustainability Studies at The 

Science University of Malaysia. She 

has taught sustainability at a number 

of Universities in China, Japan, India 

and Sweden. She has been associated 

with TERI School for Advanced 

Studies (SAS) as Visiting Professor 

She is also an adviser to the 

EMPRETEC Programme of 

UNCTAD. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dr. Zinaida Fadeeva has been engaged 

with Scool of Management Studies as 

International Visiting Faculty. She has 

covered two modules in circular 

economy and sustainable consumption 

and production is Principle of 

Sustainability Management course. Her 

topic was interdeceplenary and was 

opted by students from other schools 

 

 

33



 

 

Dr. Rao Kotamarthi is senior 

scientist at Argonne National 

Laboratory’s Atmospheric Science 

and Climate research group. At the 

University of Chicago, he is a 

senior fellow at the computational 

institute and holds complimentary 

positions at University of Chicago 

as an expert at the Energy Policy 

Research Institute (EPIC).  

 Dr. Rao Kotamarthi had delivered a 

Distingushed Lecture on Climate 

Chaneg and Adaptaion. His lecture 

was interdisciplinary in nature and 

opted by students across schools. The 

lecture focused on the Climate Change 

amd its impact across the globe. Later, 

he highlighted his recent work 

conducted in India and concluded with 

way forward to reduce risk. 

Sj. Kamlesh Dwivedi is the 

President and General Partner at 

3Lines Venture Capital based out 

of Denver, USA. His current 

technology interests and 

investments span over a broad 

spectrum of Artificial Intelligence, 

Software Defined Networking and 

Block chain based distributed 

applications. Mr. Dwivedi has been 

a CIO of several global 

corporations in their transformative 

phases in the US and Japan and has 

done business in all major 

economies of the world.  

 Sh. Kamlesh Dwevidi has served as 

the International Distinguished 

Faculty at School of Management 

Studies. He has delivered two lectures 

entitled “Secrets of Startup Success 

“and Start-up validation and venture 

capital funding". His lectures were 

highly informative and provided the 

deep insights about start up functions 

and challenges. 

Dr. Manoj Varghese has been 

former Head, Facebook India. He 

has served as Head, Google India, 

Google Japan and Asia Pacific.  

 Dr. Varghese served as an 

International Vising Faculty at School 

of Management Studies. He had taught 

Organisational Behaviour and covered 

the topics as Organisational Behaviour 

and Organizational Communication. 

Dr. Varghese has also taught Global 

Human Resource Management and 

Strategic Human Resource 

Development topics.  

Dr. Ambika Zutshi, is presently 

working as Associate Professor, 

Dept. of Management, Deakin 

University, Australia. She is 

renowned for her research on CSR 

and business ethics. 

 Dr. Ambika Zutshi has served as 

International Visiting Faculty at 

School of Management Studies. She 

has taught Organizational Behaviour 

in which she covered "Management 

Function" however in Business Ethics 

and Corporate Governance she 

covered "Business cases for Ethics" 

and "The Institutions of Ethics". 
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Dr. Priya Ranjan Sinha, Visiting 

Faculty, SEES : Sustainable 

Management of Wildlife in India: 

Initiatives and Lessons. Dr. Sinha is 

a former Indian Forest Service 

and  Former Director, Wildlife 

Institute of India.  

 

This lecture discussed about 

sustainable management of wildlife 

with various case studies. The lecture 

also analysed the various approaches 

towards framing of guidelines and 

management plan framework for 

Recovery of Endangered Terrestrial 

Wild Animals and implementation of 

all India Tiger Estimation 

programmes.  

Professor S. Ganapathy Venkata 

Subramanian, Visiting Faculty, 

SEES :Efficiency of Regulatory 

Mechanisms of Waste Management 

in India. Prof. Subramanian is 

associated with the Department of 

Environmental Studies of Anna 

University, Chennai, India.  

The lecture focussed on a blend of 

technological and Legal framework 

related to Waste Management in India. 

Different Rules Regulations, bye laws, 

etc. with reference to hazardous Waste 

Management, Solid waste 

management, Bio Medical Waste 

management were discussed.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Shri. Ram Madhav is a scholar, 

prominent thought leader and 

Political thinker in India. He has 

delivered a distinguished lecture on  

India and the Contours of the New 

World. 

 Emphasizing on attaining academic 

excellence as part of the efforts for the 

consolidation of national strength, Shri 

Ram Madhav said that new concerns 

like climate change, energy security, 

health care, technology, cyber space 

etc., are emerging as new agendas 

globally. He sketched out a possible 

road map for Atma Nirbhar India to 

move ahead in such a scenario. 

 
 

 
Shri. Ram Madhav delivering the Distinguished Lecture in the presence of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor and 

Prof. R.C.Sinha, Chairman, ICPR. 
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                    School and Academic Programmes 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

       School of Buddhist Studies 
        

           MA, Global Ph.D.  

        Key thrust areas: Buddhist, Other philosophical & religious traditions. 

 

SBSPCR 

           School of Management Studies 
        

       MA, Global Ph.D.  

        Focus on sustainable growth and innovative problem solving 
 

SMS 

           School of Ecological & Environmental Studies 
         

       MSc, Global Ph.D.  

        Focus on studying ecology, ecosystem and natural-social sciences 
         

 

SEES  

           School of Historical Studies 
        

       MA, Global Ph.D.  

        Focus on Asian, Global & Comparative socio-cultural histories 
 

SHS 

           School of Languages & Literature 
        

         Diploma and Certificate 

         Critical focus on Humanities and Cultural inquiries  

           

  
 

SLL 
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Nalanda University offers Masters Programmes, a Global Ph.D. programme and short term 

courses. Overall, admissions are based upon academic record, statement of purpose and 

letters of recommendation. The curricular focus at Nalanda University is to create a robust 

academic architecture that is capable of supporting world-class all-round education and 

promoting cutting edge research in new frontiers of learning. The main goal of these 

academic initiatives is to furnish bases for advancing knowledge and application of ancient 

wisdom and cultural systems so that a new world order resting on broadening personal and 

academic perspectives and cooperation is created. This is accomplished through its unique 

areas and research programmes. In order to bring the academic programmes at par with 

international standards, the curriculum is constantly updated with new courses and course 

structures that are designed with a view to clarifying learning outcomes, ascertaining ways of 

meeting those goals and assessment strategies aligned with learning outcomes. A new 

Academic Architecture based on international standards was introduced by the end of 2017. 

Interdisciplinary innovative courses with a focus on cutting edge research in new frontiers of 

learning have been also introduced. All courses are in a Cafeteria Model with a number of 

electives on the menu which are interdisciplinary. The total course credits were enhanced to 

64 in 2018 from 48 credits.  

 

 

 

 

 For the award of a Masters’ degree at Nalanda, a student is required to obtain 64 

credits: 32 in the Previous (1st year) and 32 in the Final (2nd year). Masters’ students 

are required to complete a minimum of 16 credits in each semester. An academic year 

has two academic semesters of at least 18 weeks each, with 16 weeks of classroom 

engagement. 

 

 The MBA program in Sustainable Development and Management is a 74 credits 

program which is open to both Indian and International students/ professionals and the 

incumbents. For the award of a MBA degree at Nalanda, a student is required to 

obtain 74 credits: 38 in the Previous (1st year) including 2 Credits for Summer 

Internship and 36 in the Final (2nd year). MBA students are required to complete a 

minimum of 18 credits in each semester apart from 2 Credits for Summer Internship. 

An academic year has two academic semesters of at least 18 weeks each, with 16 

weeks of classroom engagement. 

 
The total course credits Nalanda University has a common course structure across all its 

Schools. The courses are categorized into core, elective, and seminar courses. Additionally, 

each School has a dissertation component in the 4th Semester. The broad structure of each 

semester is given below.  

M.A. /M.Sc.: 

Curriculum 
 

Structure of Master’s Degree: 64 Credits 
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 10 Core courses, equivalent to 30 credits 

 7 Electives, equivalent to 21 credits. 

 4 Seminars, equivalent to 4 credits 

 1 Dissertation, equivalent to 9 credits 

________________________________ 

Total 64 Credits 

(16 credits/ semester) 

 

MBA: 

 

 12 Core courses, equivalent to 36 credits 

 2 Core courses, equivalent to 6 credits 

 4 Electives, equivalent to 12 credits. 

 2 Seminars, equivalent to 2 credits 

 1 summer internship, equivalent to 2 credits 

 Dissertation equivalent to 10 credits and Presentation equivalent to 2 credits OR 

 Corporate Experience equivalent to 10 credits and Monograph equivalent to 2 

credits  

 

Total 74 Credits 

(38 in the Previous (1st year) including 2 Credits for Summer Internship and 36 

in the Final (2nd year). 

                                

 

 

(An initiative of the Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh) 

 

A new grading system was implemented in 2018 to eliminate disciplinary and individual 

biases, providing for easy comparison of individual achievements. To facilitate the 

students below a certain grade to have the opportunity to improve their scores, a new 

method of evaluation was implemented. The University follows a zero-tolerance policy 

towards plagiarism and other examination malpractices. 

 

As per the new evaluation and assessment process, at least 50% of the student evaluation 

in each course is based on a formal end-semester examination, primarily a sit-in written 

test with or without a viva-voce component. The other 50% includes 20% evaluation via 

a formal mid-term written test, while the remaining 30% is typically divided between an 

assignment/project worth 20% and continuous assessment worth 10%. A new grading 

system was developed and implemented w.e.f. Spring 2020. 

Modes of Assessment 
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Nalanda University offers the four-year doctoral program for national and international 

students at two levels: Regular and Part-Time. For Regular Ph.D. students, it is a fully 

residential program. For part-time Ph.D. program, as per contact programs/workshops as 

scheduled by Schools. The University admitted 11 students for the four-year Global doctoral 

program for national and international students at both regular and Part-time level. This 

programme commenced in January, 2020 and the Global Ph.D. programme at present is 

being offered by three Schools of the University. 

 

For successful completion of the research program leading to the award of Global PhD 

degree, a scholar needs to accumulate a total of 130 Credits as per the details below: 

 

Course Work: 32 credits (First Semester) 

Thesis: 60 Credits 

Publication/Presentation in International/National Conferences/Forums: 08 credits 

Pre-submission Seminar Presentation: 10 credits 

Viva Voce: 20 Credits 

Total: 130 credits 

 

 

Global Ph.D. Programme (Regular & Part-Time) 
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Teaching Block, New Campus 

 

The Short Term Programmes at Nalanda have been part of the efforts NU has taken up as 

envisioned by the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor and her initiative of engaging with inhabiting 

communities in the surrounding regions. The University started offering short-term 

programmes since 2018 with a focus on enabling students to acquire competence various 

languages and specialized areas. The University has started offering these programmes in 

line with the intent of diversification and community engagement.  

 

Certificate of Proficiency and Diploma in Sanskrit, English and Korean were offered at the 

commencement. Gradually, Pali, Yoga, Remote Sensing and Geographic Information System 

(GIS) Programmes were added to the list of programmes offered. 

 

   

  
                                                             Students in a Classroom 

Short-Term Courses (Diploma and Certificate) 
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SCHOOLS OF STUDY 

 

 
 

 
 

The School of Buddhist Studies, Philosophy & Comparative Religions has been functioning 

since 2016-17 and growing steadily, both academically and logistically. It offers Masters 

Programmes through a composite curriculum comprising of Buddhism, Philosophy, 

Comparative Religions, and Languages. The School also offers separate training in classical 

languages such as Pali, Sanskrit, and Tibetan. With its strong emphasis on the Language 

component, the Masters programme facilitates reading of the primary Buddhist texts written 

in different languages, and other religious texts with the objective of developing skills 

integral to pursuing a qualified Post Graduate research work with high standards of academic 

credibility. The skills imparted to students extend from rigorous reading of literary and 

philosophical texts to archaeological training. 

 

Cafeteria model of Curricula for Comparative and Critical Thinking 

The School lays introduced the Cafeteria model of curricula which provides the students with 

a wider range of diverse subjects from the SBS and other Schools in the University. The 

wider social-historical-cultural-ideological contexts of the development of the Buddhist 

traditions are examined through an innovative and intra-subject curriculum. The School 

fosters critical thinking and explores the wider cultural and historical contexts of Buddhism 

in different regions of Asia and elsewhere. The academic study of Buddhism, Philosophy, 

and Comparative Religions offers scope for an analytical and interactive inquiry into both 

textual and archaeological sources. 

 

Focus areas of Study 

 

 Dynamics of the layout of Buddhist ideas, art and literature; 

 Archaeology of key Buddhist sites across Asia; 
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 Study of primary texts, inscriptions, and Buddhist art and other  artefacts; 

 Comparison of and interactions between various religious and philosophical traditions of 

Asia with emphasis on Buddhism and its adjacent religious  

 Modern manifestations of Buddhism and its contemporary relevance. 

 

Research Initiative 

The School lays special emphasis on the individual and collaborative Research, Inter- 

disciplinary sponsored Projects on Buddhist literature (from both Pali and Sanskrit 

canons) and the study of Buddhist ideas and values in relation to other proximal 

philosophical and religious traditions. 

 

The school inspires original research and innovative/discursive teaching and engages in a 

wide range of inter-disciplinarity. Graduates from this School will be eligible for 

employment in Regional Studies, Area Studies, Religious Studies, Yoga Studies 

organizations that work with inter cultural and multi-cultural issues. Training in 

Buddhism, Religious Studies, Yoga, and Philosophy imparts transferable 

interdisciplinary skills enabling graduates to pursue careers in varied fields such as in 

Indology, Philology, Comparative Linguistics, Archaeology, other than opening up 

professional avenues as Museum curators, Archivists / Librarians, Commentators on 

Tantra and Yoga, Peace Activists, Cultural Administrator, and so on. 

 

Since its ancient beginnings, Nālandā University has played a major role in sharing and 

exchanging knowledge across the globe. The actors who played a major part in these 

‘exchanges’ were the Buddhist monks or teachers (ācāryas) Śubhākarasiṃha, Nāgārjuna, 

Atīśa, Nāgajñāna (a disciple of Nāgārjuna), his pupil Vajrabodhi,Amoghavajra (from 

India), Vajrabodhi’s disciple Huiguo (from China), Samantabhadra (from India or Śrī 

Laṅ kā), Huiguo’s pupil Bianhong (from Java), and Kūkai (from Japan). Being a veritable 

cradle of Buddhist and Hindu learning, it was Nālandā that attracted such a great number 

of influential teachers and students from around India and the world. In accordance with 

this venerable heritage, the School of Buddhist Studies, Philosophy, and Comparative 

Religions seeks to promote a fertile intellectual churning ground where the students and 

teachers feel comfortable and become empowered to share knowledge and inspire one 

another. 

 

 

 
   

S.No Name Designation  

1.  Sukhbir Singh Professor & Dean  

2.  Anand Singh Professor  

3.  Aleksandra Wenta Assistant Professor  

4.  Saroj Kanta Kar  Assistant Professor  

 Faculty 
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5.  Bipin Kumar Jha Teaching Fellow  

6.  Veena Gaur Guest Faculty (Teaching Associate)  

7.  Mir Islam Teaching Fellow (Academic Writing & 

Critical Thinking , Critical Thinking & 

Interdisciplinary Research) 

Visiting Faculty  

8.  Arvind Sharma Briks Professor in Comparative Religion, 

McGill University, Canada 

9.  Antonino Raffone Professor, Department of Psychology, 

Sapienza University of Rome, Italy 

10.  Asanga Tilakaratne  Professor & Head, Department of Buddhist 

Studies, University of Colombo, Sri Lanka 

11.  Andrea Loseries Professor, Department of Buddhist Studies, 

University of Calcutta 

12.  Brenda Huong Xuan 

Ly 

National Vietnam Buddhist Sangha, Vietnam 

 

 

 

Foundation Courses 

Core Courses  

 Introduction to the Buddhist Religion 

 Introduction to the Buddhist Philosophy 

 History and Philosophy of Yoga 

 Introduction to Indian Philosophy 

 Seminar 

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model 

 Sanskrit/Pali/ Tibetan (Languages) 

 Vedic Philosophy: A Textual Study of Isa and Kena Upanisads 

 Meditation: Theory & Practice 

 SEES/SHS      

 

      Extra Credit Course 

 Critical Thinking I 

                                                                                                   

Bridge Courses 

Core Courses  

 Buddhist Archaeology 

 Buddhist Psychology 

 Sankhya, Yoga, Vedanta, Tantra: Comparative Study 

 

 

 

Courses 
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Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Sanskrit/Pali/ Tibetan (Languages) 

 Beginnings and Growth of the Indian Buddhist Sects 

 Comparative Readings of the Religious Texts 

 Meditation: Theory and Practice 

 

Advanced Courses 

Core Courses  

 Nalanda Tradition in Buddhism                                                                          

 Hindu and Buddhist Tantra                                                                                        

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Sanskrit/Pali/ Korean (Languages) 

 Understanding Yoga Texts 

 Theories of Major Asian and Indian Religions   

 Meditation Theory and Practice 

 SEES/SHS 

 Seminar 

 

Specialized Courses 

Core Courses  

 The Philosophical Tenets of Vajaryana Buddhism 

 

     Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Sanskrit/Pali/ Tibetan (Languages) 

 Literary Projections of Yoga 

 The Bhagavadgita and The Dhammapada: Comparative Study 

 Meditation: Theory and Practice 

 Class Seminar 

 Dissertation 

 

 

 

 

 

Books (Including Translation) 1 

Chapters in books 3 

Articles 6 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 12 

Awards/ Academic recognition/ Grants 1  

 Faculty Scholarship 
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Projects (Includes Invited Online Instruction) 2  

Masters dissertations supervised 12 

 

Prof. Sukhbir Singh  

Professor & Dean 

 

Articles 

 Seven Smiles of the Mona Lisa: Approaches to the Waste Land. New Delhi: B.R. 

Publishers, 2021. pp. 121. 

 

Conferences 

 Delivered a Lecture on the “Jewish American Novel” in the OUCIP (Osmania 

University) series of Guest Lectures (2021). 

 Participated as Subject Expert in the Dissertation Defence of the M.A. Final students 

of the Central University of Haryana (2021). 

 Spoke on the “Postmodern American Novel” to the IIT Madras students in March 

2021. 

 Conducted Ph.D. Viva for the award of Ph.D. degree in English of the Pokhra 

University, Nepal in May 2021.  

 Participated as subject expert in the Selection Committee at the Maharashtra 

University of Law on Oct. 19, 2021. 

 

Prof. Anand Singh  

Professor 

 

Published Papers 

 Anand Singh, ‘Giriyaka Hilltop Buddhist Monastic Complex (Rajgir): Understanding 

Antiquarian Remains and Physical Spaces. Ancient Asia, 12: 13, pp. 1–19. DOI: 

https:// doi.org/10.5334/aa.251 

 Anand Singh, ‘Elephants in the Maurya Age: Sacred Symbolism and Imperial 

Tradition’ in, Dhamma-Anusilana: Investigating the Buddhist Tradition, ed., Dr. 

Bimalendra Kumar and Dr. Ujjwal Kumar. Delhi: D.K. Printworld  

Invited Lectures/ Conference Participation 

 Delivered invited talk at CMC Contemplative Spring Institute 2021, 1 may 2021. 

 Delivered Lecture in DIRI International Webinar Series in collaboration with 

University of Otago, University of Cambridge, and Oxford Centre of Buddhist 

Studies, 26 April, 2021. 

 Delivered online lecture Post Graduate Institute of Pali and Buddhist Studies, 

University of Kelaniya, Sri Lanka, 1 April 2021. 

 Delivered online lecture as a resource person of the webinar conducted by the Project 

“Environmental Ethics and Well-being” of the Green HUB, Faculty of Humanities 
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and Social Sciences, University of Sri Jayewardenepura on 19th August 2021 under 

the topic of “Water: Ecological Paradigms in Buddhism”. 

 Delivered lecture on ‘Water in Buddhism: Cosmological to Corporeal’ on occasion of 

World Environment day, 4 June 2021.A. N College Patna. 

 Delivered lecture on Buddhism and Environmentalism, Women College, Patna 13 

April, 2021. 

 

Prof. Andrea Loseries 

Visiting Faculty 

 

Articles 

 Simhamukhā and Durgā: Two Indic Tantric Matrik Goddesses, On the Synchrony of 

the Mundane vs. Transmundane in Tantric Practise, Journal of Bengal Art. Dhaka. 

 

Published Papers 

 Andrea Loseries’ Omnibus – Series 2: Buddhica Tibetica. Buddhist World Press. 

Delhi 2021 

 Loseries, Andrea: “The Cult of Tibetan Protective Deities with special Reference to 

the Wrathful Offerings (bksang rdzas) as a Tibetan Transcreation of Tantric Practice 

and their reflections in Tibetan Art”. In: Csoma de Koros: Buddhist Tanscreations in 

Asian Art, Literature & Culture edited by Radha Banerjee Sarkar. Indira Gandhi 

National Centre for the Arts. New Delhi 2020: 153-168 

 Loseries, Andrea: “Tibetan Manuscripts, Paper Making and Block Printing” in: 

Languages of Indian Himalayas edited by Konchog Tashi. Indian Book Services 

Pvt.,Delhi 2021: 18-27 

 Loseries, Andrea: “Yantra Yoga, the Magic Machine”. Review on Ian Baker: 

Tracking the Illusory Magical Wheel. Physical Yoga in Tibetan Tantra and Dzogchen. 

In: Journal of Yoga Studies, London 2021 

 Loseries, Andrea: Vorwort: Natuerliche Vollkommenheit.Longchenpa’s Radikals 

Dzogchen translated by Keith Dowman. German adaption by Bernd Woelffler. E-

book 2021 

Translations from Tibetan into English (commissioned works) 

 Selected Sayings of Machig Labdron 

 Sayings Sayings from the collections of Chokyur Lingpa Treasures 

M.A. Dissertation Supervision 

 Kongpop Panyalertsinpaisarn: The Doctrice of Kāya in Mahāyāna Buddhism and its 

Relevance for Theravāda 

 Ngawang Zepa: Nāgārjuna’s Exposition on Śunyatā: A Critical Study on the Tibetan 

Mūlamadhyamakakārikā 
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 Huynh Cao Nhut Quang: Impermanence and Non-Self: Where is Happiness? A 

commented Translation from Sanskrit and Tibetan of selected chapters in the 

Udānavarga 

Bhikkhuni Brenda Huong Xuan Ly 

Visiting Faculty 

 

Book Translation Under Execution 

 Translation of“The Decline of Buddhism in India,”English to Vietnamese 

 

Invited Lectures 

 Presented online a paper on “The Relation of Development in Three levels of 

Knowledge in Buddhism and Education” in the Webinar – NRIs for Indian Education 

which was organized by iCSI (International Chamber for Service Industry, and IBC 

(International Buddhist Confederation). 12/07/2020. 

  

 Online Guest lecturer for teaching Pāli grammar level 1 in Buddhist Translation 

Training Centre of Tran Nhan Tong University in Viet-Nam.  26/03/2021 – 

02/04/2021 

 

Projects (Invited Online Instruction) 

 Teaching an online course, Psychology grade 12 to the students from Fo Guang Shan 

Samaneras Training Centre, New Delhi. 

 

 

 
Field Visit bythe students at Griddhakuta Peak, Rajgir 
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School of Ecology & Environment Studies focuses on the current ecological and 

environmental issues faced by human society globally. The courses are taught through 

classroom teaching, assignment reviews and presentations, practical and field work. Relevant 

case studies covering various aspects of ecological and environmental issues, challenges and 

success stories are elaborated and discussed during the classroom sessions. To enhance the 

presentation skills and confidence level, the students are encouraged to give seminar 

presentations routinely.  

 

The school follows academic framework of the university. Semester-I deals with foundation 

courses with 4 core and 1 elective. Semester-II deals with bridge courses with 3 core and 2 

electives courses. Semester-III gives emphasis on advance and focused learning through 2 

core subjects and 3 electives. Fourth semester is the final semester, where students do 

dissertation of their interest under the supervision of the expert faculty. To give more 

emphasis on dissertation, this semester has only one core and one electives. The students 

took field visits to collect primary and secondary data for their dissertation. Due to the global 

COVID-19 Pandemic situation regular classes, seminar presentations and dissertations were 

held online for all the courses. 

 

The details of the courses taught during financial year 2020-21 are given below. In each 

semester students do one theme-based course. 
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S.No Name Designation 

1.  Sarnam Singh Professor & Dean 

2.  Somnath Bandyopadhyay Associate Professor  

3.  Bhaskar Sinha Associate Professor  

4.  Shyam Phartyal Associate Professor  

5.  Prabhakar Sharma Assistant Professor  

6.  Aviram Sharma Assistant Professor  

7.  Sayan Bhattacharya Assistant Professor  

8.  Kishore Dhavala Assistant Professor  

9.  Mir Islam Teaching Fellow (Academic Writing & Critical Thinking, 

Critical Thinking & Interdisciplinary Research) 

 

 

 

M. Sc. Degree Courses 

 

Foundation Courses 

Core Courses  

 Introduction to Ecology and Environment 

 Economics of the Environment 

 Environment and Society  

 Fundamentals of Remote sensing and GIS 

 Seminar 

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model 

 Environmental pollution 

 Citizen Science 

      

        Extra Credit Course 

 Critical Thinking I 

 

Bridge Courses 

Core Courses  

 Earth and Environmental Sciences  

 Disaster Management 

 Water Resources Management 

 Seminar 

 

 Faculty 

  Courses 
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Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Environmental Hydrology 

 Urban Environment: Asian Cities in Globalizing World 

 Advanced RS and GIS technologies 

 Environmental Laws and Policy 

 Environmental Valuation and Green Accounting 

 

     Extra Credit Course 

 Critical Thinking II                        

 

Advanced Courses 

Core Courses  

 Coastal and Marine Environment 

 Research Methods and Communication 

 Seminar 

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Contaminant hydrology 

 Agroforestry and Seed ecology 

 Applications Remote Sensing and GIS 

 Functional Ecology 

 Toxicology and Public Health 

 Environment, Technology and Society in Asia 

 Environmental Biotechnology 

 Climate Change- II 

      

     Extra Credit Course 

• Critical Thinking I 

 

Specialized Courses 

Core Courses  

 Waste management 

 Seminar 

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Biodiversity and Conservation  

 Environmental Ethics 

 Environment Impact Assessment 

 Taxonomy and Economic Botany 

 

      Extra Credit Course 

 Critical Thinking II 

               

Dissertation  
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Global Ph.D. Programme 

Core Course 

 Research Methodology and Communication 

 

Elective Courses 

     Advanced Environmental Economics 

     Advance study in groundwater pollution research and management 

     Aquatic Ecosystem Services 

     Climate Change: Adaptation and Mitigation Strategies 

      Disaster Management 

      Environmental Policy Processes 

      Geospatial technologies for Ecology & Environment Studies 

      Interfacial Phenomenon of Nanomaterials 

    Plant Distribution and Regeneration Ecology 

    Waste Management (Water, Sanitation and Hygiene in rural India) 

Short Term Course 

Fifteen days Online Short Term Course on Remote Sensing and Geoinformatics was 

organized from 16-30 September 2020 and 74 participants registered for the course. 

 

 

 

 

Short Term Course 

 School organized a 15 days Online Short Term Course on ‘Remote Sensing and 

Geoinformatics’ from September 16-30, 2020. Seventy four participants registered for 

the course. The participants were from India, Ghana, Maldives, Iran, Germany and 

Malaysia.  The course covered the basic concepts of the satellite technology of remote 

sensing, satellite systems and data handling and processing techniques, basics of 

Geoinformatics, GIS database creation and modelling methods and their applications 

in the areas of disaster management, ecology, forestry, biodiversity conservation, 

agriculture sector, urban and regional planning, etc. Blind feedback was obtained and 

overall course feedback was rated as “Excellent”. The participants appreciated the 

initiative of Nalanda University and requested for more courses (Plate 2). 

 

 
Short Term Course participants during online class 

 School Achievements 
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ACIAR Workshop 

 The School of Ecology and Environment Studies at Nalanda University organized the 

workshop in hybrid (offline/online) mode along with a follow-up visit to the project 

sites. The aim of the workshop was to disseminate the project outcomes among the 

scientific communities, stakeholders and policy-makers. The project is being 

implemented with the support from the Australian Centre for International 

Agricultural Research (ACIAR), Australia Government. The Honourable Vice-

Chancellor inaugurated the workshop with her highly encouraging and motivating 

message. The workshop had about 70 participants present at Nalanda University and 

more than 30 online participants. There were 12 invited speakers, faculty members of 

Nalanda University, project coordinators, research fellows, more than 15 

farmers/village officials, Nalanda district agriculture officials, and M.Sc. / PhD 

students. 

                             

 
Participants of the ACIAR Workshop 

 Focus group discussions were held with farmers during the field visit of invited 

speakers and project team on February 26, 2021. This meeting helped to develop 

linkage and enhance the eagerness of the local communities towards the ASR 

technique while deepening our understanding with regard to some of the functional 

details of the ASR technique, its benefit for irrigation and enhancing water level and 

crop production. Experts spoke about why scale-up of ASR technique and sustainable 

management of groundwater is needed and community groundwater users can better 

participate in groundwater management practices. 
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 Focus group discussion at Nekpur village  

 

School’s Contribution in Seminar on National Education Policy 

One day seminar on “Role of Teachers in National Education Policy (NEP): Awareness, 

Orientation and Overcoming Challenges” was organized by the Nalanda University in 

collaboration with NITI Aayog and Bhartiya Shikshan Mandal on 5th March 2021. SEES and 

SMS were given the responsibility for organizing the event. Prof. Sunaina Singh, Hon'ble 

Vice Chancellor of Nalanda University presided over the proceedings and addressed the 

gathering on the significance of NEP and its implementation at Nalanda University. She 

mentioned the Cafeteria model, Credit Bank, Extra Credit system, etc. Other imminent 

invited speakers on this occasion were Shri Mukul Kanitkar, National Organising Secretary, 

BSM, Prof. R.P. Raya, National Vice President BSM and Former Professor, Pondicherry 

University and,  and Prof. S.P. Raj from Whitman School of Management, Syracuse 

University and Former Professor Cornell University, US.  

The seminar was organized in hybrid mode. More than 100 delegates participated in the 

seminar physically as well as online. The seminar highlighted the role of teachers and 

challenges ahead in implementing the NEP. 
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Prof. Sunaina Singh, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor addressing the participants during the NEP Seminar  

 

 

 

 

Chapters in books 9 

Articles 24 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 17 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 30  

Awards/ Academic recognition/ Grants 43  

Projects 1  

Masters dissertations supervised 10 

 

Dr. Sarnam Singh 
Professor & Dean 

 

Articles 

 Upgupta, S., Tiwari, P.S., and Singh, S. (2020) Tree biophysical parameter retrieval 

using close range photographs.  Journal of Tree Sciences, 39(2): 1-11. 

 Sateesh, S., Singh, S., and Raju, V.S. (2020). Aboveground phytomass and carbon 

assessment of the forests of northern Telangana, India using geospatial technique. 

Biodiversity DOI: 10.1080/14888386.2020.1843541 ISSN: 14888386 

 Kumar, Y, Babu S. and Singh, S. (2020). The Potential of Radar Remote Sensing in 

Estimation and Mapping of Forest above Ground Biomass in Sub-Tropical Forest 

 Faculty Scholarship 
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(Kempti Forest Range) in the Himalayas. Environment and Ecology 38 (3B) :715—

724, July—September 2020 ISSN 0970-0420 

 Gwal, S., Singh, S., Gupta, S. and Anand, S. (2020) Understanding forest biomass and 

net primary productivity in Himalayan ecosystem using geospatial approach. 

Modeling Earth Systems and Environment 6(3): doi. 10.1007/s40808-020-00844-4 

ISSN: 2363-6203 (Print) 2363-6211 (Online) 

 Kumar, Y., Babu, S., and Singh, S. (2020) Vegetation Cover and Carbon Pool loss 

assessment due to Extreme Weather Induced Disaster in Mandakini Valley, Western 

Himalaya. Environment Conservation Journal 21:  P ISSN: 0972-3099 and  e ISSN: 

2278-5124 (online) 

 Joshi, B., Rane, G. and Singh, S. (2020). Distribution of biomass in dry deciduous 

forest from Dhule District, Maharashtra, India. BIOINFOLET-A Quarterly Journal of 

Life Sciences 17 (1b), 93-95. ISSN:0973-1431 (Print) and 0976-4755 (Online) 

 

 

Participation in Conferences/ Seminars 

 Invited talk during International Conference on ‘Geo-intelligence for Sustainable 

Development,’ Symbiosis Institute of technology, Symbiosis University, Pune on 

May 3, 2020. 

 

 

Academic Recognition 

 Member of Editorial Board as Associate Editor (Forestry) in Journal of Indian Society 

of remote Sensing, Dehradun published by Springer Linc. 

 Panel member as an External Expert for the recruitment of Assistant Professor, 

Jamshed ji Tata School of Disaster Studies, Tata Institute of Social Sciences, Mumbai 

on 9th and 18th February 2021. 

 External examiner for setting theory question paper of M. Tech. (Forest Inventory) 

exam of Indian Institute of Remote Sensing – 2021. 

 Invited Speaker for a talk on Application of RS&GIS for Biodiversity Conservation in 

DST Sponsored training workshop on ‘Biodiversity Conservation’ under ‘National 

Programme for Scientist/Technologists working in Govt. Sector’ in Environmental 

Science 22-26 February 2021 at Wildlife Institute of India, MoEF&CC, Dehradun  

 

M.Sc. Dissertation Supervision 

 Supervisor: Mr. Kouame Y B Romeo (Ivory Coast). Encroachment Mapping and its 

Impacts on Forests of National Park of Marahoue Using Satellite Data, Nalanda 

University, Nalanda 

 Co-supervisor: Mr. Rahul Dev (India). Wetland Dynamics and Conservation at the 

Landscape Level of Vaishali District, Bihar, Nalanda University, Nalanda 

 

Short Term Course 

 Organized 15 days Online Short Term Course on ‘Remote Sensing and 

Geoinformatics’ from September 16-30, 2020.  
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Training 

 QASPIR trainings (for online teaching): (i) introductory (1-3 Apr 2020) 

 

Dr. Somnath Bandyopadhyay 
Associate Professor 

 

Articles 

 Rakesh Kumar, Prabhakar Sharma, Somnath Bandyopadhyay (2021) Evidence of 

microplastics in wetlands: Extraction and quantification in freshwater and coastal 

ecosystems. Journal of Water Process Engineering (40), 101966. ISSN 2214-7144, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwpe.2021.101966. 

 Somnath Bandyopadhyay (2020) Governing Rivers. Invited article for the State of 

India’s Environment 2020, annual Down to Earth publication by the Centre for 

Science and Environment, 215-216 pp. 

 A Shome, S Bandyopadhay (2020) Sustainable economic revival in a post CoVID 

world – the India way. Op-ed article published in CASPR. 

http://oped.casprindia.org/show_article/opeddetails/28. 

 

Invited Talks 

 “Floods, Floodplains, and Wetland Ecosystems: a perspective from the Indian 

subcontinent.” (22 Mar 2021) Delivered the 1st Prof. Brij Gopal Memorial River 

Lecture, organized online by the India Rivers Forum (IRF) on World Water Day. 

 “The potential of aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) in India’s groundwater 

management.” (20 Mar 2021). Plenary talk at “Water Governance: problems and 

prospects”, organized virtually by JNU Development Professionals & Centre for 

Development Policy and Management, IIM Udaipur, featuring Prof Peter Mollinga 

and Dr Sanjay Gupta as co-panelists. 

 “People and Forests.” Delivered a three-part invited lecture series for IFS 

Probationers at the Indira Gandhi National Forest Academy, Dehradun, on 3-5 

February 2021 (virtual). 

 “Digital divide in the education of the ultra-poor: an Indian perspective.” Plenary 

speaker at the 3rd Global Summit on Education (29 Dec, 2020) organized by the 

Global Educators’ Initiative for Sustainable Transformation (GEIST) International 

Foundation (virtual edition). 

 “Understanding Gandhi through the lens of a development ecologist.” Invited address 

at the 151st birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi organized by the College of 

Commerce, Arts and Science, Patna, on 02 October 2020 (virtual). 

 “How will we emerge from the pupa?” Invited talk on 14 June 2020, organized by the 

ND College, Howrah for college and university teachers (virtual). 

 

Participation in Conferences/ Seminars 

 Sharma Prabhakar,  Verma Poornima , Bandyopadhyay Somnath  and Sharma, 

Aviram, 2020, Integrating Top-Down and Bottom-Up Perspectives for Site Selection 
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for Aquifer Storage and Recharge at AGU Fall Meeting, 2020, Online, 1-17 

December, 2020. 

 QASPIR trainings (for online teaching): (i) introductory (1-3 Apr 2020); basic (15-17 

Apr 2020); advanced (22-24 Apr 2020) VIRTUAL 

 Attended a meeting of the State Board for Wildlife, Bihar, on 13 August 2020, 

chaired by the Chief Minister of Bihar. VIRTUAL 

 Attended a meeting of the State Wetland Development Authority, Bihar, on 28 

August 2020, chaired by Dy CM of Bihar. VIRTUAL 

 

Academic Recognition 

 Reviewed the manuscript of a book entitled “Environmental Movements of India”, 

authored by Krishna Mallick, faculty at the Salem State University, USA, for the 

Amsterdam University Press. 

 

M.Sc. Dissertation Supervision 

 Mr. Rahul Dev. Wetland Dynamics and Conservation at the Landscape Level of 

Vaishali District, Bihar. 

 

Projects 

 Aquifer characterization, artificial recharge and reuse of suddenly available water in 

South Bihar, Australian Council for International Agriculture Research, 2019-2020, P. 

Sharma, S. Bandyopadhyay, A. Sharma, K. Dhavala (1,53,200 A$). 

 

 

Dr. Shyam S. Phartyal 

Associate Professor 

 

Articles  

 Mendes, G.M., Silveira, F., Oliveira, C., Phartyal, S.S., Cornelissen, T. (2021). How 

much leaf area do insects eat? A dataset of insect herbivory sampled globally with a 

standardized protocol. Ecology (Accepted). DOI: https://doi.org/10.1002/ecy.3301, 

ISSN: 1939-9170 (Online).  

 Gairola, S., Mahmoud, T., Shabana, H., Alketbi, A., Phartyal, S.S., Gallacher, D. 

(2021) Effect of seed size on germination in three species from arid Arabian deserts. 

Botany, 99 (2), 69-74. DOI:https://doi.org/10.1139/cjb-2020-0137, ISSN:1916-2804 

(Online).  

 Phartyal, S.S., Rosbakh, S., Poschlod. P. (2020). Seed germination of mudflat species 

respond differently to prior exposure to hypoxic (flooding) environments. Seed 

Science Research, DOI:https://doi.org/10.1017/S0960258520000240, ISSN:1475-

2735 (Online).  

 Bhatt, A., Bhat, N.R., Phartyal, S.S., Gallacher, D. (2020). Dry-storage and light 

exposure reduce dormancy of Arabian Desert legumes more than temperature. Seed 

Science & Technology, 48:247-255. DOI:https://doi.org/10.15258/sst.2020.48.2.12, 

ISSN:1819-5717 (Online). 
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 Lembrechts, J.J., Aalto, J., Aschroft, M.B., Phartyal, S.S, C., Nijs, I. (2020). 

SoilTemp: a global database of near‐surface temperature. Global Change Biology, 26: 

6616-6629; DOI:https://doi.org/10.1111/gcb.15123. ISSN: 1365-2486 (Online). 

 Koutouan-Kontchoi, M.N., Phartyal, S.S., Rosbakh, S., Kouassi, K., Poschlod. P. 

(2020). Seed dormancy and dormancy-breaking conditions of 12 West African woody 

species with high reforestation potential in the forest-savanna ecotone of Côte 

d’Ivoire. Seed Science & Technology, 48:101-116. 

DOI:https://doi.org/10.15258/sst.2020.48.1.12; ISSN:1819-5717 (Online). 

 

Participation in Conferences/Seminars, Including Invited Talks 

 Attended >25 webinars organized by Oxford Centre for Tropical Forestry, British 

Ecological Society (Ecology live), New York Botanical Garden Science Series, 

European Citizen Science Association and EU-Citizen Science, Research 

Collaboration (India).   

 

Academic Recognition  

 Our World – Our Goal : Citizen Science for the Sustainable Development Goals (One 

of the authors of European Union declaration on CS and SDG 2020; more information 

can be find here: 

https://www.museumfuernaturkunde.berlin/en/museum/events/knowledge-change-

citizen-science-sdg-conference 

 Guest Research Topic Editor ‘Functional Seed Ecology: from Single Traits to Plant 

Distribution Patterns, Community Assembly and Ecosystem Processes’ for Journal 

‘Frontiers of Plant Sciences’  More detail https://fro.ntiers.in/seed-ecology 

 Associate Editor “Seed Science & Technology’ International Seed Testing 

Association (ISTA) Official Journal   

 Chairman of Evaluation Committee 2020- Agriculture Science for MEXT Research 

Fellowship Program of Japan Government offered by the Embassy of Japan, New 

Delhi, 2020 (https://www.in.emb-japan.go.jp/Education/Research_Student.html). 

 Academic Council Member – Nalanda University, Rajgir, Nalanda, Bihar, India 

(March 2019 - To date). 

 Commission Member of IUCN - Species Survival Commission (SSC) - Seed 

Conservation Specialist Group, CEM Agro-ecosystems Specialist Group; CEM 

Ecosystem Restoration Thematic Group; CEM Ecosystems and Invasive Species 

Thematic Group; CEM Forest Ecosystems Specialist Group; CEM Mountain 

Ecosystems Specialist Group; CEM Wetland Ecosystems Specialist Group. For more 

information visit Shyam Phartyal | Union Portal (iucn.org) 

 Member of  International Society for Seed Science, (ISSS); United Kingdom  

 Peer reviewers for 19 journals during 2020-21; for more information visit: Shyam S. 

Phartyal | Publons 

M.Sc. Dissertation Supervision 

 Mr. Harsh Yadav: Endozoochorous Seed Dispersal: A Case Study on Free-Grazing 

Domestic Animals. 
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 Mr. Pranav Vinod: Intra- and Inter Specific Variation in Leaf Traits of Woody Plant 

Species: A Case Study of Teak and Sal Canopy Forest of Rajgir, Bihar  

 

Dr. Prabhakar Sharma 

Assistant Professor 

Articles  

 Kumar, R.; Sharma, P.; Manna, C.; Jain, M. 2021. Abundance, interaction, ingestion, 

ecological concerns, and mitigation policies of microplastic pollution in riverine 

ecosystem: A review. Sci. Total Environ. 146695, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.scitotenv.2021.146695. 

 Bandyopadhyay, S.; Sharma, A.; Sahoo, S.; Dhavala, K.K.; Sharma, P. 2021. 

Potential for aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) in South Bihar, India. Sustainability 

13 (6): 3502, https://doi.org/10.3390/su13063502. 

 Bhattacharya, S.; Sharma, P.; Mitra, S.; Mallick, I.; Ghosh, A. 2021. Arsenic uptake 

and bioaccumulation in plants: a review on remediation and socio-economic 

perspective in Southeast Asia. Environ. Nanotech. Monitor. Manage. 15: 100430, 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enmm.2021.100430. 

 Kumar, R.; Sharma, P.; Bandyopadhyay, S. 2021. Evidence of Microplastics in 

Wetlands: Extraction and Quantification in Freshwater and Coastal Ecosystems. J. 

Water Process Eng. 40: 101966, https://doi.org/10.1016/j.jwpe.2021.101966.  

 Kumar, R.; Sharma, P. 2021. Microplastics pollution pathways to groundwater in 

India. Current Sci. 120: 249. 

 

Book Chapters 

 

 Singh, R.; Kumar, R.; Sharma, P. 2021. Estimation of microplastic in the sediment of 

river Ganga near Patna, Bihar, India, in Advances in Remediation Techniques for 

Polluted Soils and Groundwater, edited by P.K. Gupta, B. Yadav, S. Himanshu, 

Elsevier. In Press. 

 Kumari, P.; Dhavala, K.; Sharma, P.; Sharma, A. 2021. Achieving “Energy for All”: 

Solar mini grids for rural electrification in Asia, in Renewable Energy Transition in 

Asia: Policies Markets, and Emerging Issues, edited by N.K. Janardhanan, V. 

Chaturvedi, Palgrave Macmillan, ISBN 978-981-15-8904-1. 

 

Organizing Workshop/Seminars 

 Two-day end of the workshop on Implementation of Aquifer Recharge for 

Sustainable Agriculture, Nalanda University, Bihar, India (2021). 

 

 

Projects 

 Aquifer characterization, artificial recharge and reuse of suddenly available water in 

South Bihar, Australian Council for International Agriculture Research, 2019-2021, P. 

Sharma, S. Bandyopadhyay, A. Sharma, K. Dhavala (1,53,200 A$). 
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Participation in conferences/seminar including invited talks/speaker 

 Sharma, P. 2021. An integrated site selection model for aquifer storage and recovery, 

Indian National Chapter of International Association of Hydrogeologists. 

 Verma, P., Sharma, P. et. al. 2020. Integrating top-down and bottom-up perspectives 

for site selection for aquifer storage and recharge. Fall Meeting, AGU Fall Meeting, 

San Francisco, CA, H163-0013. 

 Kumar, R.; Sharma, P. 2020. Removal of fluoride using activated alumina: adsorption 

isotherms, kinetics and thermodynamics analysis. Fall Meeting, AGU Fall Meeting, 

San Francisco, CA. 

 Sharma, P. 2020. Transport of nano-size particle on subsurface systems. Invited talk 

at Department of Civil Engineering, Mahindra University. 

 

 

 

Dr. Aviram Sharma 

Assistant Professor 

 

Articles 

 Sharma Aviram, 2021, “Environmental Governance in Rural India: Diffusion of Solar 

Powered Irrigation Technologies”, Forum for Development Studies.  

https://doi.org/10.1080/08039410.2021.1872699 

 Pandey Poonam and Sharma Aviram, 2021, “Knowledge Politics, Vulnerability and 

Recognition-Based Justice: Public Participation in Renewable Energy Transitions in 

India”. Energy Research & Social Science, 71.  

 Sharma Aviram, 2021, “Aligning Regional Priorities with Global and National Goals: 

Constraints on the Achievement of Sustainable Development Goal 6 in rural Bihar, 

India”. Area Development and Policy. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/23792949.2020.1829495 

 

Book Chapters 

 Pandey Poonam and Sharma Aviram, 2020, “Swinging Between Responsibility and 

Rationality: Science Policy and Technology Visions in India” in The Neutral 

Normativity of Technology Assessment: Conceptual Analysis and Practical Handling, 

edited by Linda Nierling and Helge Torgersen, Nomos, Baden-Baden, Germany. 

 Sharma Aviram, 2021, “The Environment and Development Debate in India: The 

“Greening” of Developmental Discourse” in New Paths of Development: Perspectives 

from the Global South, edited by Rahma Bourquia and Marcelo Sili, Springer, Cham 

 Kumari Preeti, Dhavala Kishore, Sharma Prabhakar and Sharma Aviram, 2021, 

“Achieving “Energy for All”: Solar Mini Grids for Rural Electrification in Asia” in 

Renewable Energy Transition in Asia: Governance, Policies, and Politics, edited by 

Nandakumar Janardhanan and Vaibhav Chaturvedi, Palgrave MacMillan, Singapore 

 

 

 

60



 

 

Participation in Conferences/Workshops/Invited Talks  

 Sharma, Aviram, 2021, Climatic Variability and Environmental Change in South 

Bihar, India: An Integrated View at Workshop on Implementation of Aquifer Storage 

& Recovery for Sustainable Agriculture, 2021 organized by Nalanda University, 

Rajgir, 25-26 Feb, 2021 

 Sharma Prabhakar, Verma Poornima , Bandyopadhyay Somnath  and Sharma, 

Aviram, 2020, Integrating Top-Down and Bottom-Up Perspectives for Site Selection 

for Aquifer Storage and Recharge at AGU Fall Meeting, 2020, Online, 1-17 

December, 2020  

 

Projects 

 Aquifer characterization, artificial recharge and reuse of suddenly available water in 

South Bihar, Australian Council for International Agriculture Research, 2019-2020, P. 

Sharma, S. Bandyopadhyay, A. Sharma, K. Dhavala (1,53,200 A$). 

 

Academic Recognition 

 Member of the Society for Philosophy and Technology 

 Member of Sustainability Transitions Research Network (STRN) 

 Member of International Network of Public Communication of Science and 

Technology (PCST) 

 Member of the Society for the Study of New and Emerging Technologies (S.NET) 

 Member Global Research Forum on Sustainable Production and Consumption 

M.Sc. Dissertation Supervision 

 Worlding, Water and Worries: The Making of ‘World-Class’ Bodh Gaya – Ritika 

Rajput – 2020 

 

Dr. Sayan Bhattacharya 

Assistant Professor 

 

Articles 

 Bhattacharya, S. (2020). Socio-environmental survey and sustainable management 

planning of a forest hamlet proximate to Mahananda Wildlife Sanctuary in the Eastern 

Himalayas, India. Sumatra Journal of Disaster, Geography and Geography Education 

4(2), 152-164. ISSN : 2580 - 4030 ( Print ) 2580 - 1775 ( Online).  

 Bhattacharya, S., Sharma, P., Mitra, S., Mallick, I., Ghosh, A. (2021). Arsenic uptake 

and bioaccumulation in plants: A review on remediation and socio-economic 

perspective in Southeast Asia. Environmental Nanotechnology, Monitoring and 

Management (Elsevier), 15, 100430. ISSN: 2215-1532, Doi: 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.enmm.2021.100430 

 

Book Chapter 

 Sayan Bhattacharya (2021). Environment, Biodiversity and Forest Resource 

Management in Ancient India: Case studies from old texts and archaeological 

evidence. Environmental History of India, Vol. 2 (Forest and wildlife). Indian Council 

of Historical Research (ICHR), New Delhi. 
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Participation in Conferences/Seminars, Including Invited Talks 

 

 Attended the Workshop on Implementation of Aquifer Storage & Recovery for 

Sustainable Agriculture, 2021 organized by Nalanda University, Rajgir, 25-26 Feb, 

2021. 

 

Academic Recognition 

 Member of Indian Science Congress Association, India.  

 Member of International Society of Tropical Foresters, India Chapter.  

 Peer reviewer of 9 research papers in Elsevier and Springer Journals (Reference: 

Publons). 

 Completed online training on Post Disaster Needs Assessment (PDNA) organized by 

European Union and World Bank, July, 2020. 

 

M.Sc. Dissertation Supervision 

 Principal Supervisor of the thesis entitled “The intergenerational transition of 

Bishnoi’s ethics in the Nature conservation: A Case Study of Jodhpur, Rajasthan” 

(Dissertation submitted by Ms. Urvashi Poonia for partial fulfillment of the M.Sc. 

degree in Ecology and Environment Studies, Nalanda University) in 2020. 

 Principal Supervisor of the thesis entitled “Assessment of Public Awareness towards 

E-Waste Management: A Case Study of Thimphu City, Bhutan” (Dissertation 

submitted by Mr. Bhuwani Shankhar Acharja for partial fulfillment of the M.Sc. 

degree in Ecology and Environment Studies, Nalanda University) in 2020. 

 

Dr. Kishore Dhavala 

Assistant Professor  

 

Articles 

 Getachew F. Belete, Alexey Voinov, Iñaki Arto, Kishore Dhavala, Tatyana 

Bulavskaya, Leila Niamir, Saeed Moghayer, and Tatiana Filatova. Exploring low-

carbon Futures: A Web Service Approach to Linking Diverse Climate Energy 

Economy Model, Energies, 2020, 12(15), 2880. 

 Bandyopadhyay, S.; Sharma, A.; Sahoo, S.; Dhavala, K..; Sharma, P. 2021. Potential 

for aquifer storage and recovery (ASR) in South Bihar, India. Sustainability 13 (6): 

3502, https://doi.org/10.3390/su13063502. 

 

Book Chapter 

 Kumari, P.; Dhavala, K.; Sharma, P.; Sharma, A. 2021. Achieving “Energy for All”: 

Solar mini grids for rural electrification in Asia, in Renewable Energy Transition in 

Asia: Policies Markets, and Emerging Issues, edited by N.K. Janardhanan, V. 

Chaturvedi, Palgrave Macmillan, ISBN 978-981-15-8904-1 
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Participation in Conferences/Seminars, Including Invited Talks 

 

 Kishore Dhavala, 2021, Enhancing farmers’ income through ASR technology  at 

Workshop on Implementation of Aquifer Storage & Recovery for Sustainable 

Agriculture, 2021 organized by Nalanda University, Rajgir, 25-26 Feb, 2021. 

 

M.Sc. Dissertation Supervision 

 Greening the pyre - a socio-economic assessment of crematoria in the Ghats of Patna - 

Anjesh Kumar -2020 

Projects 

 Aquifer characterization, artificial recharge and reuse of suddenly available water in 

South Bihar, Australian Council for International Agriculture Research, 2019-2020, P. 

Sharma, S. Bandyopadhyay, A. Sharma, K. Dhavala (1,53,200 A$). 

 

 

 

 

 

Field trips were organized to study various ecosystems: 

Two voluntary field trips were conducted for those SEES students who were present in the 

campus during pandemic Unlock Phase 1 and 2 and readily willing to join the field work to 

collect leaf samples to study plant-herbivore interaction as a part of Global Herbivory 

Network.  

A unique innovation - Individual Ecological Observatory - was initiated as part of the 

Foundation Course entitled “Introduction to Ecology and Environment”, given the Covid 

restrictions. Students, wherever they were, were instructed to observe and record nature, 

wildlife, and natural processes. Later, these were synthesized to distinguish between the 

approaches of a naturalist and an ecologist. Some of the student observations are given 

below: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Field visit by students at Rajgir Hill

 Field Trips 
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With the initiative and periodic monitoring of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, the Australian 

Government-funded project “Aquifer characterization, artificial recharge and reuse of 

suddenly available water in South Bihar” is ongoing for injecting surplus water available 

during the rainy season or during floods for recovery and use during lean periods in South 

Bihar region. This project is based on physical, chemical, and social aspects for potential 

adoption of ASR in the South Bihar aquifer. The key components of the research work 

carried out in this project are: 

 Identification of suitable sites for ASR installations in the Rajgir block, based on GIS 

analysis 

 A detailed groundwater level survey of selected sites before the ASR installation 

 A detailed hydro-chemical characterization of the groundwater and surface water of 

the selected sites before the ASR installation 

 A detailed hydrological mapping and geophysical characterization before ASR 

installation 

 A quantitative survey of socio-economic indicators with around 80 households of the 

selected sites before the ASR installation.  

 

 

          

               
              

Wildlife observation by the students in and around Rajgir 

 

 

 Projects under Execution 
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The School of Historical Studies aims to provide a vibrant environment that encourages critical 

and inclusive modes of historical inquiry and analysis. Interactive instructional methods and 

wide-ranging courses that span disciplines, emphasize the values, skills and knowledge that are 

relevant to recreating the past along precisely those lines. Students in the School are mentored in 

the rigors of different approaches, perspectives and methods towards building a scholarship that 

raises new questions, presents new insights and open up ways of transforming the present in 

keeping with the Nalanda tradition’s historical legacy and strengths. 

 

The School of Historical Studies is a dynamic community of faculty members and graduate 

students. The School pursues an open-ended yet rigorous, scientific enquiry into fundamental 

questions that concern the historical imagination. The School is dedicated to reframing and 

rethinking the interconnections between time, memory, and history in Asian and non-Asian 

contexts. 

Faculty in the School of Historical Studies understand historical studies to encompass all 

questions critical to human understanding. These questions include how humans make or made 

sense of the past, how historical understanding of the past can transform the present and the 

various ways in which the present is constituted or constructed by the past. 

Faculty members combine a rich variety of methodologies and disciplinary backgrounds to bear 

on their research and teaching of history including anthropology, sociology, archaeology, 

religious studies, philosophy, economic history, political science, philology, visual studies, and 

art history. 
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Students in the School develop critical understandings of global histories, cultural-political 

histories, economic histories, intellectual histories, oral and visual histories, art histories, and 

religious histories. The School of Historical Studies is committed to undertaking and fostering 

research that begins with the categories and concepts of historical agents and critically engages 

with putative, universal categories of human experience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

                                                  Foundation Courses 

Core Courses 

 Birth of Civilization in East Asia 

 Cultural History of Pre-Buddhist India 

 Socio-cultural History of Asia-1 

 South Asian History 

 Seminar 

 

                   Electives/Cafeteria Model 

   Performance Studies: Mnemocultures-1 

 

    Bridge Courses 

Core Courses 

 Contemplative Traditions in Asia: India & China 

 Performance Studies: Mnemocultures-2 

 Socio-cultural History of Asia-2 

 Seminar 

 

                   

S. No. Name Designation 

1. Anand Singh Professor, SBS & Acting Dean, SHS 

2. Amita Satyal Visiting Faculty (Associate Professor level), SHS 

3. Kashshaf Ghani Assistant Professor, SHS 

4. Mayank Shekhar Assistant Professor, SHS 

5. Shreesha Udupa Teaching Fellow, SHS 

6. Mir Islam Teaching Fellow (Academic Writing & Critical Thinking,  

Critical Thinking & Interdisciplinary Research 

Courses 

  Faculty 
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 Electives/Cafeteria Model 

 Cultural History of Buddhist India 

 History of India’s Deccan Region 

 Korea’s Linkages with East Asia 

     

Advanced Courses 

Core Courses 

 Maritime Interconnections in the Indian Ocean: Making CulturePortable 

 Traditions of Historiography 

 Seminar 

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model 

 Digital Humanities-1 

 History of Sufi and Bhakti Traditions in India 

 Nalanda Through the Ages 

 Language-1 (Sanskrit/ Pali/ Korean) 

 Supervised Reading 

 

    Specialized Courses 

Core Courses 

 Cultural Anthropology 

 Seminar 

 Dissertation 

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model 

 Asian Interconnections on the Silk Route  

 Digital Humanities-2 

 History of Indian Aesthetics 

 Language-2 (Sanskrit/ Pali/ Korean 

 

 

 
 

Chapters in books 5 

Articles 2 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 8 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 2  

Workshops 3  

Masters dissertations supervised 9 

 

 

  Faculty Scholarship 
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Prof. Pankaj Mohan 
Professor & Dean 

 

Books 

 Perspectives on the Silk Road (co-authored with Ken Gardiner and Kim Sang Hyun), 

approx 40 pages, published as an e-book in Korea) 

 कोरिया का प्रथम मार्च स्वतंत्रता आन्दोलन औि गांधी (Korea ka pratham March Swatantrata Andolan aur 

Gandhi – Korea's March First Independence Movement and Gandhi), Anhad (Hindi 

Journal), May 2021 

 

Research Projects 

 Book-length research project on "Understanding Major Issues in Korea-India Relations" 

funded by the Korea Foundation Research Grant 

 

M.A. Dissertation Supervision 

 Co-supervised with Dr. Kashshaf Ghani, “Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal and the Process 

of State Formation in Bhutan” by Tshewang Ngedup 

 

Dr. Kashshaf Ghani 
Assistant Professor 

 

Chapters in Book(s) 

 Ghani, Kashshaf. “Sadat: Awadh (1144-1274/ 1732-1858)”, in Khurram Qadir (ed.), 

Islamic History and Civilization: South Asia, IRCICA, Istanbul, 2020 

 Ghani, Kashshaf. “The Mughals and Sufism”, in Lloyd Ridgeon (ed.), Routledge 

Handbook on Sufism, Routledge, London, 2020 

 Ghani, Kashshaf. “Dara Shukoh (1615-59)”, in John R. Shook (ed.), Bloomsbury 

Encyclopedia of Philosophers, 2020  

 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

 Ghani, Kashshaf. Indic Texts as Translations: The Mahabharata as Razmnama in 

Mughal India, in Panel on ‘Reading through an Arabicate-Persianate South Asia: Issues 

of Plurality and Multilinguality’, International Virtual Conference on ‘Persian-Arabic 

Poetics in the Context of Indian Poetics: Readings, Discoveries and Re-Orientations in 

South Asian Literatures’, CLAI, 15-17 March 2021 

 Ghani, Kashshaf. Religious Freedom and North American Sufi Devotionalism, 

International Virtual Conference on ‘Religious Freedom: Vision, Reality and In-

Between’, Dialogue Institute, Temple University, Philadelphia, 17-18 August 2020 

 

M.A. Dissertation Supervision 

 Co-supervised with Prof. Pankaj Mohan, “Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal and the Process 

of State Formation in Bhutan” by Tshewang Ngedup 

 Co-supervised with Dr. Shreesha Udupa, “Significance of Dzongs in the Unification of 

Bhutan” by Lungten Jamtsho 
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Dr. Mayank Shekhar 
Assistant Professor 

Articles  

• Shekhar, Mayank. “Nanukara Iti Bhramitavyam – Abhinavagupta on the nature of Natya” 

in Journal of The Oriental Institute, The Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, 

Vadodara, Volume 69, 2020. 

• Shekhar, Mayank. “Abhinavagupta evam unka Saundaryasastriya Avadana” in 

Bahuvachana, Journal of Mahatma Gandhi Antararastriya Hindi Vishwavidyalaya, 

Vardha, 2021 

  

Participation in Conferences/Seminars 

• Shekhar, Mayank. Participant in Seminar on Role of Teachers in National Education 

Policy, organized by the Bharatiya Shiskhan Mandala in collaboration with Nalanda 

University and NITI Aayog, March 5, 2021. 

 

M.A. Dissertation Supervision 

 Kajal Chaudhury. “Hansa Mehta and Her Contributions: A Study Based on Archival 

Resources”. January- May 2020.  

 “Masked Identity: An Ethnographic Study of the Facial Writings of Theyyam” by Athil 

Banna V”. January- May 2020. (Co-supervisor). 
 

 

Hon’ble Vice Chancellor interacting with the Hon’ble Chief Minister of Bihar Shri Nitish Kumar 

during Rajgir Mahotasva  

 

Dr. Amita Satyal 
Visiting Faculty (Associate Professor) 

 

Chapters in Book(s) 

 Satyal, Amita (2021). Archaeology: Fundamental Issues and the Way Forward. In M. 

Choudhary et al (Eds.), Reimagining South Asian Art, Culture and Archaeology (1st ed., 

pp 1-16). Swati. (ISBN: 978-93-81843-34-5). 

69



 

 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

 Satyal, Amita (2020, July). Recent Archaeological Investigations in South Asia. Keynote 

Speaker at the Valedictory Session of The Heritage Society’s National Online 

Conference. 

 

 

Training & Certification 

 2020, April. Online Learning for Faculty. Online workshop of the Association of Indian 

Universities and Qaspir, Wilmslow UK. 
 

M.A. Dissertation Supervision 

 Chencho Dorji (2020). Cultural History of Mandala: Understanding the Sacred and the 

Secular in Bhutan’s Sacred Art (History) 

 Yeshey Wangmo (2020). Gyenkhang A Cultural History: Women, Belief and the Practice 

of Tradition in Bhutan (History) 

 

Research Project Work in Progress 

 Consciousness Studies and History: This research project began in March 2020 and is 

due for completion in the Fall of 2022. It aims to explore patterns, themes and 

intersections in the transdisciplinary fields of consciousness studies and deep history 

over expansive spacetime contexts. Its special focus is on prehistory and the archaeology 

of human behavior until the Neolithic.  

 

Dr. Shreesha Udupa 

Teaching Fellow (Interdisciplinary Faculty) 

  

Chapters in Book(s) 

 Udupa, Shreesha. “Heterotopian Emplacements: Cosmopolitan Claims in  

Diasporic Literature” in N Rama Devi (ed.), Postcoloniality in Transition: Essays on 

Cosmopolitanism, Transnationalism, and Globalization. Xpress Publishing, 2020.  

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Tradigital Mythmaking: Technology, Myths and the Anime Genre 

Online Summer Programme in Japanese Cultural Studies, Sainsbury Institute for the 

Study of Japanese Arts and Culture, University of East Anglia, Norwich UK, 27 July- 07 

August 2020.  

 Udupa, Shreesha. Critical Health Humanities: Illness and Medico-Political Discourses in 

the Faculty Development Programme ‘Rethinking Critical Theory and Praxis in the 

Humanities and Social Sciences’, Nagaland University, 13-17 July 2020. 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Introduction to Critical Health Humanities: Pandemic and Humanities 

Research at the International Webinar on ‘Humanitarian Perspective of the Pandemic’, 

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Assam Downtown University, 18-20 

June 2020. 
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 Udupa, Shreesha. Critical Health Humanities and the Biopolitical Paradigm: Critical 

Theory in the Context of a Pandemic in the Faculty Development Programme ‘Critical 

Theories and their Contemporary Trajectories in the Humanities’, Rajiv Gandhi 

University/Central University of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar, 12-16 May 2020. 

 

Participation in Conferences/Seminars/Workshops 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Participant in the Online Faculty Development Programme on 

‘Managing Online Classes and Co-creation of MOOCs 3.0’ organized by MHRD PMM 

National Mission on Teachers and Training & Delhi University, July 25- August 10, 

2020 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Participant in the Online Workshop “Online Learning for Faculty”, 

organized by the Association of Indian Universities and Qaspir, Wilmslow UK, 1-2 

April, 2020. 

M.A. Dissertation Supervision 

 “Masked Identity: An Ethnographic Study of the Facial Writings of Theyyam” by Athil 

Banna V (Spring 2020) 

 Co-supervised with Dr Kashshaf Ghani “Significance of Dzongs in the Unification of 

Bhutan” by Lungten Jamtsho (Spring 2020) 

 Co-supervised with Dr Mayank Shekhar “Hansa Mehta and Her Contributions: A Study 

Based on Archival Resources” by Kajal Chaudhary (Spring 2020). 

 

 
 Hon’ble Vice Chancellor felicitating the participants during a workshop 

 

71



 

 

 

 
The School is dedicated to reframing and rethinking the Humanities, interconnections between 

language, literature, culture, and life in Asian and non-Asian contexts. It pursues a rigorous, 

cutting-edge research into foundational questions that constitute the Humanities as a knowledge 

domain. In keeping with the ancient predecessor Nalanda Mahavihara, and the ethos of the 

University at large, the School seeks to promote and sustain a diverse, cosmopolitan, and lively 

intellectual culture. It aims to equip the students with the ability to gain an appreciative and 

insightful understanding of the perspectives on the cultural context and rich diversity of world 

literature.  

Research and teaching at the School encompass a range of representational forms which find 

expression in prose, poetry, drama, performance, film, and the social and cultural fields within 

which such expressions occur and which they help shape. Expertise at the School ranges in time 

from the earliest written manuscripts to the most recent 21st century literature, and in 

universality, across several continents including literatures from Asia, Europe, Africa, the 

Americas, and Australia. 

The specific domains of faculty expertise include Literary and Cultural Studies, World 

Literature, Indian Poetics, Aesthetics, Visual Studies, Digital Humanities, Medical Humanities, 

and Performance traditions from South and Southeast Asia. The faculty offer Elective Courses 

under the Cafeteria Model in various other Schools, apart from teaching courses in the short-term 

Certificate of Proficiency and Diploma in English programmes. These language courses focus on 

providing competence in English as well as translation. 

The School is planning to offer a two-year full time Master’s programme in World Literature 

from the academic session 2021-22. This programme envisages laying a broad knowledge 

School of Languages and Literature/ Humanities 
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foundation in the field of World Literature. It aims to include the comprehensive corpus of 

World Literature into one frame by bringing together the various literary, cultural, and 

philosophical traditions. The courses will be offered under the cafeteria model, with the central 

emphasis on interdisciplinarity in learning and research. Students would gain a broad 

acquaintance with the gamut of literature across genres from around the world, transitions in the 

field of literary studies, literary and cultural texts, theories and methodologies of study as well as 

undertake coursework with specific, closely defined topics on a variety of literatures and cultures 

and through a variety of materials. It is an explorative journey through literature and culture 

across languages, and it posits the intersections among literatures, cultures, philosophy, media, 

and disciplines. Further, drawing on the interdisciplinary tradition of Nalanda University, the 

programme encourages students to integrate the concerns of other fields into their studies. Each 

semester of the Master’s programme is designed to provide the best of cannons and emergent 

fields. Reflecting on the increased hybridity, each unit of the semesters focuses on different 

geographic area and regional cultures from the earliest civilizations to the postmodern era.  

 

 

 

 

S.No. Name Language Expertise  Designation 

1. Pankaj Mohan Korean Professor and Dean SHS & Dean 

(I/C) SLL/H 

2.  Aleksandra Wenta Tibetan  Assistant Professor, SBSPCR 

3.  Mir Islam English  Teaching Fellow, SLL/H & 

Coordinator, Short Term 

Programmes 

4. Shreesha Udupa English  Teaching Fellow (Interdisciplinary 

Faculty) 

5.  Bipin Jha Sanskrit Teaching Fellow, SBSPCR 

6. Satarupa Sen English  Teaching Associate, SLL/H 

7.  Veena Gaur Pali Guest Faculty, SBSPCR 

8. Grace Lee Korean Visiting Faculty, SLL/H 

 

 

 

 

Core Courses in School of Management Studies  

1. Seminar in Business Communication - I 

2. Seminar in Business Communication – II 

 

 

 Faculty 

 Courses 
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Extra-credit Courses 

• Academic Writing &Critical Thinking  

• Critical Thinking & Interdisciplinary Research 

 

Short-Term Courses 

• Certificate of Proficiency: i) Sanskrit ii) English iii) Korean iv) Pali 

• Diploma: i) Sanskrit ii) English iii) Korean 

 

 

 

 

Articles 1 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 6 

Projects 5 

Dr. Mir Islam 
Teaching Fellow 

 

Projects 

 History of Intimacy and Affect in Southeast Asia (an independent book-length project, 

commenced in January 2019) 

 Indian Traditions of Healing (an independent book-length project, commenced in January 

2019) 

 Oral Traditions of Kashmir (an independent project, commenced in 2017, and the 

manuscript is nearing completion) 

 

Ms. Satarupa Sen 

Teaching Associate 

 

Paper Publication 

 Paper titled "Mapping of spirantization and de- aspiration in Sylheti: An Optimality 

Theory analysis” is published as the conference proceeding in Sylheti Conference, 

SOAS, University of London. (2020) in the journal “Language Documentation and 

Description’ By EL Publishing, London, UK. (ISSN 1740-6234) 

  

Participation in Conferences/Seminars 

 Participated in the one-day national-level webinar on “American Literature: The Saga of 

the New World” organized by the Department of English in collaboration with IQAC, 

Krishnagar Government College, Krishnagar, Nadia, West Bengal, India. (September 26, 

2020). 

 Participated in a webinar talk on “Developing as (English) Teachers in South Asian 

Context” organized by The Writing Centre, Kathmandu University School of Education, 

Kathmandu, Nepal. (October 13, 2020). 

 Faculty Scholarship 
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 Participated in the talk “Linguistics and Other Perspectives on the Syllable” by Professor 

Pramod Pandey as part of the CURAJ Linguistics Talk Series (Talk 3) on 24th October, 

2020, organised by Central University of Rajasthan. 

 Participated in the talk “Language Games in Tenyidie and Prosodic Organization” by 

Professor Hemalatha Nagarajan as part of the CURAJ Linguistics Talk Series (Talk 5) on 

26th November, 2020, organised by Central University of Rajasthan. 

 Participated in the talk “The Compositionality of Color Expressions across Languages” 

by Dr. Mythili Menon as part of the CURAJ Linguistics Talk Series (Talk 8) on 26 

February, 2021, organised by Central University of Rajasthan. 

 Participated in the online symposium “Recent Theories in Linguistics and Their 

Application” from 17.03.2021 to 18.03.2021, organised by Central University of 

Rajasthan. 

 

 
Students in the Language Laboratory  
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A new school namely School of Management Studies under the leadership of Hon’ble Vice-

Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh was conceptualized at Nalanda University. The school aims at 

training upcoming managers and executives who would not only be sensitive to current trends of 

market for sustainable growth but also innovate solutions to the multifarious global challenges 

of sustainability. The school is unique in its concept as it trains upcoming managers to solve 

management problems in an interdisciplinary manner and prepares them not only to manage the 

financial risks but also environmental and social risks facing the modern organizations.  

 

A stakeholder consultation was carried out where academicians and industry stalwarts were 

contacted for drawing the details for School of Management Studies. In that context, Dr. Manoj 

Varghese, Former Director, Facebook India & Former HR Head (Asia-Pacific) for Google 

visited the Nalanda University campus at Rajgir and the programme outline for MBA in 

Sustainable Development and Management was worked out along with the eligibility criteria, 

admissions process and fee structure.  

 

In the subsequent months, the mission, vision and strategic priorities for the school were 

defined. The course description and outlines for various courses were planned. The study 

material for all the courses were identified and the details were added to the course outlines. 

Efforts were made to procure relevant books and journals pertaining to the programme in the 

University library.  

 

76



 

 

Various distinguished faculty from foreign Universities and industry in the subjects of 

management and sustainability were contacted and invited to teach various courses for MBA in 

Sustainable Development & Management.  

 

Information regarding the school viz. faculty, programme structure and descriptions and were 

updated on the website and an admission strategy was prepared to roll out the programme from 

the academic year 2020-21. 

 

The school aims at training upcoming managers and executives who would not only be sensitive 

to current trends of market for sustainable growth but also innovate solutions to the multifarious 

global challenges of sustainability. On these lines, through our comprehensive interdisciplinary 

approach to knowledge generation and dissemination through interactive and non-conventional 

pedagogy aimed at experiential learning, solution led thinking and critical enquiry, the students/ 

executives would be trained as techno-managers. 

 

Over the next few years, we strive to engage in multi-stakeholder partnerships with Universities, 

corporations and institutions worldwide, especially to see that the school attains global 

leadership as a unique knowledge hub towards sustainable management and other emerging 

management paradigms. Through networking at international platforms on responsible 

management education, our efforts at the school will be to attract students and scholars from 

various streams in line with the vision of Nalanda University as it paves way for an innovative 

knowledge hub for 21 st century. 

 

Mission 

 

Establish School of Management Studies as a global leader in Responsible Management and 

other emerging management frontiers in creating sustainable models for development. 

 

Strategic Priorities:  

 Attain excellence in developing leadership thereby contributing to UN sustainable 

development goals 

 Develop a global knowledge hub in sustainability through pragmatic modes of 

learning 

 Establish networking with corporates, institutions and industry, to create multi-

stakeholder partnerships in responsible management 

 Integration of sustainability in ASEAN and wider economies through modelling 

novel theory and practice 
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Faculty (SMS)          (Total: 2) 

S. No Faculty Designation Area of Expertise 

1 Dr. Sapna A. Narula Professor & 

Dean 

Business Sustainability, Corporate 

Social Responsibility, Strategic 

Planning, Sustainable Business 

Strategy 

2 Dr. Anand Kumar Teaching Fellow Quantitative Techniques, Water 

Resource & Management, Blue 

Economy  

3  Dr. Kaushik Paul Teaching Fellow Managerial Accounting  

 

Co-opted Faculty from other Schools       (Total: 3) 

4 Dr. Kishore Dhavala Assistant 

Professor 

Macro Economics, International Trade 

& Finance 

5 Dr. Mir Islam Teaching Fellow Business Communication, Critical 

Thinking 

6 Dr. Shreesha Udupa Teaching Fellow Culture, Philosophy and Aesthetics for 

Management 

 

 

International Visiting Faculty       (Total: 9) 

S. No. Visiting Faculty Designation Area of Expertise 

7 Prof. Zinaida 

Fadeeva 

Team Leader 

UN Switch Asia Sustainable 

Consumption & Production facility   

Sustainability 

8 Prof. S.P Raj Distinguished Professor of Marketing 

Martin-Whitman School of 

Management & Earl V. Snyder 

Innovation Management Centre  

Syracuse University, USA 

Marketing 

9 Prof. Cesar 

Marolla 

Author, Member of Advisory 

Committee for Sustainability 

Harvard University, USA 

Sustainable 

Urbanization, Smart 

Cities 

10 Prof. Farrokh 

Langdana 

Director, Executive MBA Program 

Rutgers Business School, NJ, USA 

Economics 

11 Prof. Ambika 

Zutshi 

Associate Professor 

Deakins University, Australia 

Business Ethics & 

Leadership 

12 Dr. Manoj 

Varghese 

Managing Partner 

Milliard Reves Advisory 

Former Head, Faebook India &  

Former HR Head, Google (Asia-

Pacific)  

Organization Behavior, 

Leadership  

 Faculty 
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13 Dr. Michael 

Dioha 

Postdoctoral Fellow at Carnegie 

Institution for Science 

Stanford, CA, USA 

Renewable Energy 

14 Dr. Rajat Panwar  Professor, Oregon State University, US Sustainable Business 

15  Prof. Nava 

Subramaniam  

Professor & Dean (Research) 

Centre for Management Accounting 

and Law  

Managerial Accounting  

 

Visiting Faculty (India)        (Total: 9) 

S.No. Visiting Faculty Designation Area of Expertise 

16 Dr. Pooran 

Chandra Pandey 

Resident Representative 

Climate Scorecard, Milton, USA 

Corporate Governance 

17 Prof. M V Shiju Head of the Department 

Christ Academy Institute of Law, 

Bengaluru 

 Business Law 

18 Prof. M. P. Ram 

Mohan  

Professor & Convener, CAT Exam  Business Law  

19 Dr Rajiv Sharma Head - South Asia 

Bayer Crop Sciences, Germany  

Agribusiness 

20 Prof B.K. Sikka  Executive Director, Global 

Agrisystems Ltd.  

Agribusiness 

21 Dr. Anjal Prakash Research Director and Adjunct 

Associate Professor  

Bharti Institute of Public Policy, Indian 

School of Business Hyderabad  

Lead Author - IPCC’s 6th Assessment 

Report 

Climate Change 

22 Ms Hamsa 

Devineni 

Partner 

Haven Legal 

Marine Law 

23 Prof. Sunita 

Sengupta 

Professor at Faculty of Management 

Studies, Delhi 

Organisation Behaviour, 

Culture, Philosophy & 

Aesthetics for 

Management  

24 Dr. Prabhat 

Kumar  

Principal Scientist, Indian Agricultural 

Research Institute &  

National Co-ordinator, National 

Agricultural Higher Education Project, 

ICAR  

Agriculture & 

Development  
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Faculty from Industry (including the session details)            (Total industry sessions: 14) 

S.No. Faculty From 

Industry 

Designation   Topic of Talk Date  

25 Sh. Kamlesh 

Dwivedi 

President,3 lines Venture 

Capital, USA 

 

How to communicate 

effectively in 

business? 

31.10.2020 

 

26 Dr. Lopamudra 

Priyadarshani 

General Manager (CSR, 

Community Relation) 

Aditya Birla Group 

Sustainability In 

Mining Sector 

05.11.2020 

 

 

27 Dr. IV Rao Visiting Senior Fellow 

TERI 

& Former Director 

(Research & Development), 

Maruti India. 

Technological 

Transformation in the 

Automotive Sector: 

Expertise with Maruti 

Suzuki 

25.11.2020 

 

28 Sh. Ashish 

Gupta 

DGM(HSSE) 

Bharat Petroleum 

Corporation Limited 

Sustainability – At a 

Glance Bharat 

Petroleum Corporation 

Limited 

17.12.2020 

29 Sh. Himanshu 

Arora 

Sustainability Manager 

Indian Oil Corporation 

Limited 

Sustainability at 

Indian Old 

Corporation Limited 

09.01.2021 

30 Abhishek Ranjan Global Director 

(Sustainability, CSR and 

D&I ) 

Brillio 

Measuring Carbon 

Emission and Carbon 

Footprint 

09.01.2021 

31 Dr. Raka Saxena Principal Scientist 

ICAR 

Global Opportunities 

for Indian 

Agribusiness 

02.03.2021 

32 Dr. Anubha 

Prasad 

Founder & CEO 

Karekeba Ventures 

Women 

Entrepreneurship 

04.03.2021 

33 Dr Suneel 

Pandey 

D i r e c t o r 

Environment & Waste 

Management, TERI 

Solid Waste 

Management 

08.04.2021 

34 Dr Bhaskar 

Chatterjee 

Director General & CEO, 

rotfio roCdfd dn ni sna naidn 

riiifaC  

CSR Amendment: 

2021 

15.04.2021 

35  Mr. Anirban 

Ghosh 

Chief Sustainability Officer 

Mahindra Group 

Business 

Sustainability and 

CSR at Mahindra 

Group: Challenges and 

way forward 

29.04.2021 
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36 Dr Rao 

Kotamarthi 

Chief Scientist 

Argonne National 

Laboratory's Atmospheric 

Science and Climate 

Research Group, University 

of Chicago 

Climate Change and 

Adaptation 

10.05.2021 

 

37 Dr. Rijit 

Sengupta 

CEO 

Centre for Responsible 

Business 

Green Careers in Post 

Pandemic World 

28.07.2021 

 

38 Ms. Nandita 

Upadhyay 

Deputy Manager 

(Sustainability) 

Tata Chemicals 

Sustainability at Tata 

Chemicals  

02.10.2021 

 

Guest Faculty (Jr. Level) 

39 Ms. Ann Susan Ileyas, St. Stephens 

College, University of Delhi  

Business 

Communication  

40 Dr. Akanksha Jumde, Asstt. Professor, 

Central Universityof Tamil Nadu, India  

Business Law  

41 Dr. Aghila Sasidharan, Asstt. Professor 

Jindal Global Business School, 

Sonepat  

Managerial Accounting  

 

 

 

 

Foundation Courses 

Core Courses  

 Organisational Behaviour  

 Managerial Accounting 

 Quantitative Methods 

 Macroeconomics and Monetary Policy 

 Principles of Sustainability Management  

 Business Law 

 Seminar in Business Communication 

 Extra- Credit Course: Academic Writing &Critical Thinking  

 

Bridge Courses 

Core Courses  

 Managerial Economics 

 Business Strategy and Policy 

 Sustainability Marketing Strategies 

 Business Ethics and Corporate Governance 

 Social Entrepreneurship and Sustainability  

 Human Resource Management 

 Courses  
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 Seminar in Business Communication 

 Extra Credit Course: Critical Thinking & Interdisciplinary Research 

Internships  

Advanced Courses 

Core Courses  

 Sustainable Business Leadership 

 International Trade & Financ 

Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Blue Economy  

 New Renewable Resources 

 Integrated Water Resources Management  

 Sustainable Urbanisation and Development 

 Agriculture and Development 

 Poverty and Sustainable Development  

 Culture, Philosophy, Aesthetics and Management 

 Climate Change & Development  

 Academic Writing                

Specialized Courses 

Core Courses  

 Corporate Experience/ Dissertation  

 

Electives/Cafeteria Model  

 Academic Writing & Critical Thinking 

 

 

Events organized by SMS 

Event.1 

Webinar on managing sustainability in business enterprises was organised on May 27, 2020. 

Dr. Rajat Pawar, Professor, Applachian State University, US and Dr. Meike Seigner, faculty in 

the University of British Columbia, Canada were the keynote speakers. Dr. Sapna A Narula, 

Dean, SMS and Dr. Kishore Dhavala made presentations on the University and School of 

Management Studies and MBA programme. Around 120 students at the graduate level, 

executives from corporates and NGOs participated in the event. 

 

Event.2 

A virtual launch event for the new School of Management Studies and MBA jn Sustainable 

Development and Management was organised on October 5, 2020. Hon’ ble Vice Chancellor, 

Nalanda University, Prof Sunaina Singh formally inaugurated the new school and the 

programme. Other keynote speakers at the event were Dr. Manoj Varghese. Former facebook 

head, India and former Director HR Asia at google; Dr. Zinaida Fadeeva, United Nations 

University and Late Dr. Kamal Singh, Executive Director, UN Global Compact India. Over 90 

students and corporate officials attended this event. 
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Event.3 

A distinguished lecture by Dr. Rao Kotamarthi, Sr Scientist, Argonne National 

Laboratory, US was organised by SMS on May 10, 2021. The topic of the virtual talk was 

Climate Change and Adaptation and was very well appreciated by the audience. Over 65 

students and faculty from Nalanda University attended the event and participated in the 

subsequent Q/A round. 

 

 

Event 4 

Webinar on Green Careers in post-pandemic world was organised on July 28, 2021. Dr. 

Michael Dioha from Carnegie Institute of Science, Standford University spoke on the challenges 

for global youth in post-pandemic world and Dr. Rijit Sengupta, Director, Centre for Sustainable 

Business talked about career opportunities for sustainable development. Prof. Sapna A. Narula, 

Dean School of Management Studies discussed abut relevance of sustainability curriculum in 

green careers. She answered the queries by young minds and motivated them to choose 

sustainability education. The webinar was attended by around 85 students. 

 

Event 5 

Besides this, there was an event on National Education Policy jointly organised by SEES 

and SMS and the final report has been submitted by SEES. 

 

Student Summer Internships (2020-21)  

International  

S. 

No. 

Name  Student 

Citizenship 

Host Organization 

1. Selma Mekondjo 

Nangombe Nasheya 

 

Namibia Global Centre for Land Based Innovation, 

Western Sydney University, Australia 

 

2. Sanskrithi Thakur India Earl V. Snyder Innovation Management 

Centre, Syracuse University, US  

 

National   

S. 

No. 

Name  Student 

Citizenship 

Host Organization 

3. Shubham Trivedi  India Centre for Responsible Business 

 

4. Abhishek Kumar  India  Bharat Petroleum Corporation Ltd 

 

5. Akkas Aki Bangladesh  UN Global Compact Network India 
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6. Norlina Pasaribu  Indonesia  Indian Oil Corporation Ltd  

 

7.  Md. Khalid Miraj  Bangladesh  UN Global Compact Network India  

 

8.  Garrison B. Gaye Liberia  Oil India Ltd.  

 

9.  Pushpa Yadav  Nepal  UN Global Compact Network India  

 

10.  Seerat Tajamul India  Indian Oil Corporation, New Delhi  

 

11. Damcho Wangmo  Bhutan  GAIL (India) Ltd.  

 

12.  Faisal Md. Zakri  Bangladesh  GAIL (India) Ltd  

 

 

 

 

 

Chapters in books 2 

Articles 12 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 7 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 2  

Summer Internships  supervised (Batch of 2020-21) 12  

 

 

Prof. Sapna Narula 
Professor & Dean 

 

Articles  

 Dangi , N. & Narula, S. ( 2020)  A. Sharing Economy approach for the development of 

organic food market in India in Special Issue on Sharing Economy : Pathways to 

Sustainability ; Management of Environment Quality  

 Dangi, N.,Gupta, S & Narula, S. A. ( 2020) Consumer Buying Behavior and Purchase 

Intentions of Organic Food : A Conceptual Framework Management of Environment 

Quality  https://doi.org/10.1108/MEQ-01-2020-0014. 

 Dangi, N; Narula, S.A. & Gupta, S. (2020) Influence on purchase intentions of Organic 

Food Consumers in an Emerging Economy Journal of Asia Business 

Studies.https://doi.org/10.1108/JABS-12-2019-0364. 

 

 

 Faculty Scholarship 
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Popular Articles 

 Narula, S. A. (2021) My experiments with integrating teaching & Research, Feb. 12, 

2021, Emerald Publications, UK  

 Narula, S. A. (2021), Using action research to make real impact in a community 

development project Jan 12, 2021, Emerald Publications, UK 

 

Invited Lectures 

 Distinguished lecture, Sustainability and its impact on profits in Webinar on 

sustainable Development and its impact on People, Planet and Profit (Bharat 

Mahotsav (celebrating India s 75 years of independence) event by Oil India Ltd.) , 

April 23, 2021   

 Distinguished lecture entitled Business Case for Sustainability at UN Global Compact 

Network India (UNGCNI) and IMT CDL's programme in CSR and Business 

Sustainability. 

 Distinguished lecture, Building Resilient Food Supply Chains in a Post Covid World, 

I-CAN Conversations, July 19, 2020 

 Invited Lecture, Global Citizenship for Youth, Virtual Panel Discussion organised by 

Global Network for Sustainable Development, US; Oct 15, 2020 

 Invited Lecture, Sustainable Development Goals, Five day Faculty Development 

Programme on Sustainability and Green Energy under ATAL Mission, AICTE 

conducted by Aligarh Muslim University, September 7, 2020  

 

Dr. Anand Kumar  

Teaching Fellow 

 

Articles 

 Kumar, A., & Singh, C. K. (2020). Arsenic enrichment in groundwater and associated 

health risk in Bari doab region of Indus basin, Punjab, India. Environmental 

Pollution, 256, 113324.  

 Kumar, A., Roy, S. S., & Singh, C. K. (2020). Geochemistry and associated human 

health risk through potential harmful elements (PHEs) in groundwater of the Indus basin, 

India. Environmental Earth Sciences, 79(4), 1-14. 

 Bindal, S., Kumar, A., Mallick, J., Shashtri, S., Kumar, P., & Singh, C. K. (2020). 

Geochemical, Topographical, and Meteorological Controls on Groundwater Arsenic 

Contamination in Sharda River Basin of Uttar Pradesh, India. Journal of Climate 

Change, 6(2), 71-87.  

 Kumar, A., Singh, C. K., Bostick, B., Nghiem, A., Mailloux, B., & van Geen, A. (2020). 

Regulation of groundwater arsenic concentrations in the Ravi, Beas, and Sutlej 

floodplains of Punjab, India. Geochimica et Cosmochimica Acta, 276, 384-403.  
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 Mallick, J., Kumar, A., Almesfer, M. K., Alsubih, M., Singh, C. K., Ahmed, M., & Khan, 

R. A. (2021). An index-based approach to assess groundwater quality for drinking and 

irrigation in Asir region of Saudi Arabia. Arabian Journal of Geosciences, 14(3), 1-17.  

 Singh, C. K., Kumar, A., Shashtri, S., Kumar, A., Mallick, J., Singh, A., & Ranjan, S. 

(2021). Geochemical modeling to infer genetic origin of groundwater and associated 

health risks in desertic aquifers. Groundwater for Sustainable Development, 100569.  

 Bhatt, A. G., Kumar, A., & Trivedi, P. R. (2021). Integration of multivariate statistics and 

water quality indices to evaluate groundwater quality and its suitability in middle 

Gangetic floodplain, Bihar. SN Applied Sciences, 3(4), 1-18.  

  

Invited Lecture 

 Delivered a distinguished lecture entitled “Global water challenges: learnings and 

opportunities for Business” on 12th December 2020 at UN Global Compact Network 

India (UNGCNI) and IMT CDL's programme in CSR and Business Sustainability. 

 Delivered a lecture entitled “Water Quality Challenges and Sustainable Mitigation 

Strategies: Learnings from Field” at COCKATOO: GREEN CHAT held on 12th March, 

2021 organised by HARITKRAM, Shaheed Bhagat Singh Collage, University of Delhis 

 

Participation in Conferences/Seminars 

 Kumar A., Roy, S.S., Singh C.K. “Arsenic geochemistry and possible mitigation 

strategies for exposure reduction in Indus River basin, Punjab, India” at National 

Conference on Recent Trends in Environmental Pollution & Disaster Risk Reduction, 6-7 

February 2020 FICCI. 

 Kumar, A., Singh, C. K., Bhatti, M. S., Mailloux, B., Ellis, T., Mey, J. L., & van Geen, 

A. (2020, December). Effectiveness of Government Interventions to Reduce Arsenic 

Exposure in Punjab, India. In American Geological Union Fall Meeting 2020. AGU 

Abstract ID: 735208. 

 

 
Faculty members and students of School of Management Studies 

86



 

 

 
 

 

Nalanda University started offering short-term programmes since 2018 with a focus on enabling 

students to acquire competence various languages and specialized areas. The University has 

started offering these programmes in line with the intent of diversification and community 

engagement. The programmes have been part of the efforts NU has taken up in accordance with 

the Hon’ble Vice-Chancellor’s initiative of engaging with inhabiting communities in the 

surrounding regions. 

 

Certificate of Proficiency and Diploma in Sanskrit, English and Korean were offered at the 

commencement. Gradually, Pali, Yoga, Remote Sensing and Geographic Information System 

(GIS) Programmes were added to the list of programmes offered.  

 

 
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor with the students of Short Term Programme in English 

 

The language proficiency courses focus on providing competence in the respective languages as 

well as translation skills. Language Lab sessions form an integral component of these courses. 

The primary role of the lab is to create an environment where students feel comfortable speaking 

the language they are learning, and where they can get the help they need in their journey to 

learn a second or third language. Through the use of advanced language acquisition programmes, 

students actively take part in the process of foreign language acquisition. Here students access 

multi-media resources, including audio and visual aids, curated for language acquisition, keeping 

in mind their needs and global trends.   

 

Short-term courses on Yoga has been offered with an aim to impart basic knowledge and 

practice of Yoga for wellness and its therapeutic application. Yoga as a discipline has been 

helpful means for good health, and spiritual emancipation. It has been originated, developed and 

     Short Term Programmes 
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survived in Indian subcontinent since remote past. Looking at such wide appreciation of Yoga, 

these courses are intended to offer the way of adoption of yoga in daily life, so as to maintain 

overall wellness. 

In addition to the languages and Yoga, capsule courses and short-term programs about the 

specialized domains like Remote Sensing and GIS have been offered to benefit the students and 

enable them to acquire familiarity in the advanced fields of knowledge and specialized domains.  

 

Remote sensing and Geoinformatics are cutting edge technologies in the natural resource 

management, disaster management, biodiversity conservation, water resources management, 

agriculture, and several other sectors. Remote sensing data are widely used in sectors such as 

forestry, agriculture, water resources, environmental management, disaster management, weather 

forecasting, etc. Geoinformatics provides immense opportunities to integrate and analyse 

geospatial data for decision making, planning and management. 

 

The University aims to offer more short-term programmes and capsule courses in the coming 

areas, both in languages as well as certain special domains like Sustainability, Heritage Studies, 

Indian Knowledge Systems. 

 

 

 

 

Diploma Courses 

1. Diploma in Sanskrit 

2. Diploma in English 

3. Diploma in Korean 

 

Certificate Courses 
3. Certificate of Proficiency in Sanskrit 

4. Certificate of Proficiency in Pali 

5. Certificate of Proficiency in English 

6. Certificate of Proficiency in Korean 

7. Certificate in Yoga 

8. Certificate in Remote Sensing and GIS 

 

 

 

 

Sl.No. Name Designation 

1. Pankaj Mohan Professor & Dean SHS, and Dean (I/C), SLL/H  

2. Mir Islam Teaching Fellow, SLL/H & Coordinator, Short-

term Programmes 

3. Shreesha Udupa Interdisciplinary Teaching Fellow, SHS 

4. Bipin Jha Teaching Fellow, SBSPCR 

5. Satarupa Sen Teaching Associate, SLL/H 

 Courses 

 Faculty 
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6. Veena Gaur Teaching Associate, SBSPCR 

7. Grace Lee Visiting Faculty, SLL/H 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prof. Pankaj Mohan 

Professor & Dean (In-charge) 

    Master’s Dissertation Supervised 

 Co-supervised with Dr. Kashshaf Ghani, “Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal and the Process of 

State Formation in Bhutan” by Tshewang Ngedup 

 

Dr. Mir Islam 

Teaching Fellow 

Projects 

 History of Intimacy and Affect in Southeast Asia (an independent book-length 

project, commenced in January 2019) 

 Indian Traditions of Healing (an independent book-length project, commenced in 

January 2019) 

 Oral Traditions of Kashmir (an independent project, commenced in 2017, and the 

manuscript is nearing completion) 

 

Dr. Shreesha Udupa 

Teaching Fellow 

Chapters in Book(s) 

 Udupa, Shreesha. “Heterotopian Emplacements: Cosmopolitan Claims in Diasporic 

Literature” in N Rama Devi (ed.), Postcoloniality in Transition: Essays on 

Cosmopolitanism, Transnationalism, and Globalization. Xpress Publishing, 2020.  

 

 

Chapters in books 1 

Articles 1 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 3 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 8 

Projects 5 

Masters dissertations supervised/ co-supervised (Batch of 2018-20) 4 

 Faculty Scholarship 
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Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Tradigital Mythmaking: Technology, Myths and the Anime Genre 

Online Summer Programme in Japanese Cultural Studies, Sainsbury Institute for the 

Study of Japanese Arts and Culture, University of East Anglia, Norwich UK, 27 July- 07 

August 2020.  

 Udupa, Shreesha. Critical Health Humanities: Illness and Medico-Political Discourses in 

the Faculty Development Programme ‘Rethinking Critical Theory and Praxis in the 

Humanities and Social Sciences’, Nagaland University, 13-17 July 2020. 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Introduction to Critical Health Humanities: Pandemic and Humanities 

Research at the International Webinar on ‘Humanitarian Perspective of the Pandemic’, 

Department of Humanities and Social Sciences, Assam Downtown University, 18-20 

June 2020. 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Critical Health Humanities and the Biopolitical Paradigm: Critical 

Theory in the Context of a Pandemic in the Faculty Development Programme ‘Critical 

Theories and their Contemporary Trajectories in the Humanities’, Rajiv Gandhi 

University/Central University of Arunachal Pradesh, Itanagar, 12-16 May 2020. 

 

Participation in Conferences/Seminars/Workshops 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Participant in the Online Faculty Development Programme on 

‘Managing Online Classes and Co-creation of MOOCs 3.0’ organized by MHRD PMM 

National Mission on Teachers and Training & Delhi University, July 25- August 10, 

2020 

 Udupa, Shreesha. Participant in the Online Workshop “Online Learning for Faculty”, 

organized by the Association of Indian Universities and Qaspir, Wilmslow UK, 1-2 

April, 2020. 

 

        Master’s Dissertation Supervised 

 “Masked Identity: An Ethnographic Study of the Facial Writings of Theyyam” by Athil 

Banna V (Spring 2020) 

 Co-supervised with Dr Kashshaf Ghani “Significance of Dzongs in the Unification of 

Bhutan” by Lungten Jamtsho (Spring 2020) 

 Co-supervised with Dr Mayank Shekhar “Hansa Mehta and Her Contributions: A Study 

Based on Archival Resources” by Kajal Chaudhary (Spring 2020) 

 

Ms. Satarupa Sen 

Teaching Associate 

Paper Publication 

 Paper titled "Mapping of spirantization and de- aspiration in Sylheti: An Optimality 

Theory analysis” is published as the conference proceeding in Sylheti Conference, 

SOAS, University of London. (2020) in the journal “Language Documentation and 
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Description’ By EL Publishing, London, UK. (ISSN 1740-6234)  

Participation in Conferences/Seminars 

 Participated in the one-day national-level webinar on “American Literature: The Saga of 

the New World” organized by the Department of English in collaboration with IQAC, 

Krishnagar Government College, Krishnagar, Nadia, West Bengal, India. (September 26, 

2020) 

 Participated in a webinar talk on “Developing as (English) Teachers in South Asian 

Context” organized by The Writing Centre, Kathmandu University School of Education, 

Kathmandu, Nepal. (October 13, 2020) 

 Participated in the talk “Linguistics and Other Perspectives on the Syllable” by Professor 

Pramod Pandey as part of the CURAJ Linguistics Talk Series (Talk 3) on 24th October, 

2020, organised by Central University of Rajasthan. 

 Participated in the talk “Language Games in Tenyidie and Prosodic Organization” by 

Professor Hemalatha Nagarajan as part of the CURAJ Linguistics Talk Series (Talk 5) on 

26th November, 2020, organised by Central University of Rajasthan. 

 Participated in the talk “The Compositionality of Color Expressions across Languages” 

by Dr. Mythili Menon as part of the CURAJ Linguistics Talk Series (Talk 8) on 26 

February, 2021, organised by Central University of Rajasthan. 

 Participated in the online symposium “Recent Theories in Linguistics and Their 

Application” from 17.03.2021 to 18.03.2021, organised by Central University of 

Rajasthan. 

Projects 

 Inheritance of Taste: A Culinary Journey of Food in Modern day Barak after Partition 

(An independent book length project commenced in 2020) 

 The Sylheti Project (An ongoing voluntary online project for linguistic documentation 

and conservation of Sylheti language in association with SOAS, University of London 

commenced in 2017) 

 

Dr. Veena Gaur 

Teaching Associate 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

 Presented the paper “The Concept of Non-violence in Buddhism” at the International 

Conference on Relevance of Buddhism in the Contemporary World held during 3-5 April 

2020. 
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The University takes pride that on the initiatives taken by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina 

Singh and on the basis of the proposal submitted by her, the Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri 

Narendra Modi Ji not only announced the Centre for Bay of Bengal at the University but also 

announced 30 fellowships for the BIMSTEC countries to pursue higher studies at Nalanda 

University. 

 

Bay of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral Technical and Economic Cooperation – Centre for 

Bay of Bengal Studies (BIMSTEC-CBOBS) Nalanda University, Rajgir, India is a Government 

of India supported academic initiative based at Nalanda University, Rajgir, Bihar, India. The 

Hon’ble Prime Minister announced the Centre to be based at Nalanda University on August 30, 

2018.  

 

As per the Hon’ble Prime Minister’s announcement, the objective of the Centre would be to lead 

research in the facets of the Bay of Bengal region through various disciplinary angles, notably 

“civilization, history, arts, culture, languages, heritage, global maritime trade routes and 

maritime laws”. The other research areas would be security, trade, development, oceanography, 

       Centres of Learning 

 Centre for Bay of Bengal Studies 
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environment and marine ecology. The Bay of Bengal region includes five basin countries, 

namely, Sri Lanka, India, Bangladesh, Myanmar and Indonesia.  
 

The Centre’s mission is to conduct, lead and facilitate multi-faceted and multi-disciplinary 

research related to the Bay of Bengal. The twin goals of its research are to highlight the 

continuing significance of the Bay of Bengal historically, regionally and globally speaking as 

well as expand our existing knowledge base such that it is cognizant of the Bay of Bengal’s long 

and connected history, deep spirituality, complex networks, sea routes and trade, diverse ecology 

and strategic global relevance.  

 

The research significance in the area is to also enhance joint capabilities for addressing numerous 

issues of great importance, especially the imminent challenges to security and environment more 

fruitfully and in mutually beneficial ways. Thirty (30) scholarships for students from the 

BIMSTEC region were granted in order for these students to pursue higher studies at Nalanda 

University. Work on the Centre is in progress and it is expected to launch and offer research 

programmes from the next academic year. 

 

 

 

 

The University is firmly and proactively towards establishing the Common Archival Resource 

Centre (CARC) to be housed at Nalanda University, Rajgir, India is a digital archive planned to 

be set up with the concurrence of Ministry of External Affairs, Government of India in July 

2019. The Centre preserves and shares Asia-related information and resources – highlighting its 

history, material culture, trade networks, heritage, religious ideas & practices, oral & 

performative traditions, civilization, and Asian networks of interaction – besides designing and 

offering academic opportunities for continued exploration of these fields. Promotion of regional 

peace and vision being one of the foundational objectives of the University, the Centre attempts 

to curate digital collections from across Asia, particularly Southeast Asia relating to the rich 

cultural traditions, heritage, history and civilizational exchange so as to enhance the 

understanding of past cultural connectivity and exchange as well as share that understanding 

globally. 

 

The idea of the Centre was envisaged in the Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC) summit in 

2015. The Mekong-Ganga Cooperation (MGC), established in the year 2000, focuses on 

expanding cooperation between India and the countries of the Mekong region, viz. Cambodia, 

Laos, Myanmar, Vietnam and Thailand. The key areas of cooperation under the MGC are 

tourism, culture, education, and transport & communications, which aim to strengthen the ties 

between the people of the two regions. In its present form, the Centre emerged in response to a 

joint call for connectivity at ASEAN 2018. The Centre, thereby, builds upon regional leaders’ 

     Common Archival Resource Centre (CARC) 
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shared aspirations for Asia’s integration by creating a single, shared knowledge ecosystem that, 

besides unifying Asia, also harmonizes it. The two are, in fact, inseparable, all the more salient, 

given how singularly diverse Asia still is, and its member-nations continue to remain in various 

stages of development. 

 

The Centre offers a portal to form clusters, which cater to the digital conditions of production, 

circulation, consumption, appropriation, storage, and re-usage of various forms of knowledge in 

Asia. Multifarious cultural resources on the digital platform create knowledge network, catering 

to both the dimensions of the knowledge map: the structure of knowledge (classification and 

codification of the material articulations of knowledge) and the diffusion of knowledge (modes 

of expression and the question of access). CARC now has the approval of the MEA as per the 

new Concept Note presented by the Vice Chancellor. 

 

 
The University has established a Centre for Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies in the School 

of International Relations to offer programmes from coming Academic Year. Nalanda 

University is uniquely positioned to advance, both the illustrious legacy of the ancient Nalanda 

Mahavihara and the fresh mandate accorded to it, in order to build an international platform for 

promoting dialogues around resolving conflict through peace building and extending their global 

reach. It is in this precise context that the Centre for Peace Building and Conflict Resolution 

Studies has been envisioned.  The Centre’s principal orientation is to examine how can we 

resolve conflict and to seek outcomes that resolve conflict by generating positive peace. To that 

extent, the Centre visualizes change through new ways of understanding conflict that enable 

conversing through it.  

 

The Centre aims to facilitate conflict resolution and peace building by providing a cohesive, 

international and intercultural platform that supports the creation of new knowledge and hold 

meaningful dialogue. The Centre will initially focus on offering short-term capsule courses in 

peace and conflict studies and hosting roundtable discussions at international levels so that any 

country undergoing any crisis may confidently opt for the Centre’s roundtable discussions in a 

genuine bid to address and resolve the crisis regardless of its level or cause.   

 

In sum, the Centre’s endeavours are guided by its following twin beliefs:  

 

Treat existing conflict as an opportunity, potentially a site for peace to emerge, just as the 

Buddha emphasized how ignorance can be the site of wisdom’s emergence; 

 

In the power of critical knowledge and meaningful dialogue not only to address, manage and 

transform conflict in any form but also to prevent future conflict. 
 

Centre for Conflict Resolution and Peace Studies 
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The following MoUs were signed/proposed to be signed by Nalanda University during 2020-21: 

 

 Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with the Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 

on Green University. The Nalanda University and CII-Godrej GBC becomes partner for 

student internship and also on importance of environmental policies and management, 

fostering industry-academia linkages.  

 

 MoU proposed to be signed with University of Coimbra, Portugal to strengthen 

intellectual, cultural and historical ties. The proposed MoU is aimed to promote and 

develop cooperation in student exchange, faculty exchange; joint research programmes 

etc.   

 

 MoU proposed to be signed with the University of Porto, Portugal to strengthen 

intellectual and scientific ties. The proposed MoU is aimed to promote and develop 

cooperation in joint conferences/symposiums; student exchange, faculty exchange; joint 

research programmes; cultural inquiry etc.   
 

 

 MoU proposed to be signed with the University of Salamanca in Spain to promote and 

develop cooperation in the Exchange of Faculty Members; Exchange of Students and 

Research Fellows; Joint Conferences, Symposiums and Publications.  

 

 
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor during signing of a MoU 
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Chapters in books 
(SBS-3 + SEES-9 + SHS-5 + SMS-2) 

19 

Articles 

(SBS-14 + SEES-24 + SHS-2 + SLL-1 + SMS-16) 
57 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

(SBS-23 + SEES-17 + SHS-8+ SMS-9) 
57 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 

(SEES-30 + SHS-2 + SLL-6) 
38

  

Academic recognition/ Grants 

(SEES-43) 
43

  

Projects 

(SEES-1 + SBS-1+ SLL-5) 
7

  

Masters dissertations supervised  

(SBS-5 + SEES-10 + SHS-9) 
24

  
 

 

 

Chapters in books 

(SKar-1) 
1 

Articles 

(SSingh-4 + ASingh-3 + ALoseries-6 + SKar-1) 
14 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker/ 

Editorial Services 

(SSingh 6 + ASingh-6 + SKar-3 + Bh.Ly-3+ BKumar-2 + VGaur-3) 

23 

Projects (including Invited Instruction) 

(Bh.Ly-1) 
1

  

Masters dissertations supervised/co-supervised (Batch of 2019-20) 

(ASingh-2 + ALoseries-3) 
5

  

 

 

 

Chapters in books 

(PSharma 4+ASharma 3+SBhattacharya 1 + KDhavala 1)) 
9 

Articles 

(SSingh 6 + SPartyal 6 + PSharma 5 + ASharma 3 + SBhattacharya 2 + 

KDhavala 2)  

24 

Faculty Research & Publications 

 

 School of Buddhist Studies, Philosophy & Comparative Religions  

 School of Ecology and Environment Studies 
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Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

(SSingh 2 + SBandyopadhyay 6  + ASharma 2 + SBhattacharya 1 + 

PSharma 5+ KDhavala 1) 

17 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 

(SBandyopadhyay 5 +SSP 25 ) 
30  

Awards/ Academic recognition/ Grants 

(SinghS 16 + SBandyopadhyay 7 + SPartyal 8 + PSharma 3 + ASharma 5 

+ SBhattacharya 4) 

43  

Projects 

(SBandyopadhyay 1 + PSharma 1 + ASharma 1 + KDhavala 1) 
1 

Masters dissertations supervised/co-supervised (Batch of 2018-20) 

(SSingh 2 + SBandyopadhyay 1 + SPartyal 2 + PSharma 1 + ASharma 1 + 

SBhattacharya 2 + KDhavala 1) 

10  

 

 

 
 

Chapters in books 

(ASatyal-1 + KGhani-3 + SUdupa-1) 
5 

Articles 

(MShekhar-2) 
2 

Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

(ASatyal-1 + KGhani-2 + MShekhar-1 + SUdupa-4) 
8 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 

(SUdupa-2) 
2 

Masters dissertations supervised/ co-supervised (Batch of 2018-20) 

(ASatyal-2 + KGhani-2 + MShekhar-2+ SUdupa-3) 
9

  

 

 

 

Articles 

(SSen-1) 
1 

Seminars/conferences attended (w/o presentation) 

(SSen 6) 
6

  

Projects 

(MIslam-3 + SSen-2)  
5

  
 

 

 

 

 

Chapters in books 

(AnandK 2) 
2 

Journal Articles 

(SNarula 5 + Anand Kumar 7) 
12 

 Popular Articles 

( SNarula 4)  
4 

School of Historical Studies 

School of Languages & Literature/ Humanities 

 

 School of Management Studies 
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Presentations in conferences/seminars including invited talks/ speaker 

(SNarula 7 + AK 2) 
9 

Summer Internships  supervised/ co-supervised (Batch of 2020-21 ) 

 
12 

 

 

 

Spring 2020 – Core 
(SBS-6 + SEES-4 + SHS-6 + SL-1) 

17 

Spring 2020 – Elective 

(SBS-1 + SEES-7 + SHS-1 + SL-0) 
13 

Fall 2020 – Core 
(SBS-10 + SEES-6 + SHS-7 + SL-1) 

Ph.D.: SEES - 1 
26 

Fall 2020 – Elective 

(SBS-5 + SEES-10 + SHS-9 + SL-0) 

Ph. D. : SEES- 10 
24 

*Fall 2020 – Extra-credit + Short Courses 

(SL-2 + SL-2) 
4 

Spring 2021 – Core 
(SBS-8 + SEES-4 + SHS-7 + SL-1) 

22 

Spring 2021 – Elective 

(SBS-4 + SEES-9 + SHS-7+ SL-0) 
24 

*Spring 2021 – Extra-credit + Short Courses 

(SL-2 + SL-2) 
4 

TOTAL COURSES OFFERED (Spring 2020 - Spring 2021) 

CORE – 65 + ELECTIVE – 61 + EXTRA CREDITS – 8 

GLOBAL Ph.D. – 3 (SBS-1+ SEES-1 + SHS-1) 

134 

 

(Hon’ble Vice Chancellor with the International Students) 

 Courses 
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    School of Historical Studies  
 

S. No. Name Title of Dissertation 

1 
Tshewang Ngedup 

Zhabdrung Ngawang Namgyal and the Process of State 

Formation in Bhutan 

2 
Lungten Jamtsho 

Significance of Dzongs in the Unification of Bhutan 

3 
Kajal Chaudhury 

Hansa Mehta and Her Contributions: A Study Based on 

Archival Resources 

4 
Athil Banna V 

Masked Identity: An Ethnographic Study of the Facial 

Writings of Theyyam 

5 
Chencho Dorji 

Cultural History of Mandala: Understanding the Sacred and 

the Secular in Bhutan’s Sacred Art 

6 
Yeshey Wangmo 

Gyenkhang A Cultural History: Women, Belief and the 

Practice of Tradition in Bhutan  

 

School of Ecology and Environment Studies  
 

S. No. Name Title of Dissertation 

1.  Kouame Y B 

Romeo 

Encroachment Mapping and its Impacts on Forests of 

National Park of Marahoue Using Satellite Data 

2.  
Rahul Dev 

Wetland Dynamics and Conservation at the Landscape Level 

of Vaishali District 

3.  
Harsh Yadav 

Endozoochorous Seed Dispersal: A Case Study on Free-

Grazing Domestic Animals 

4.  

Pranav Vinod 

Intra- and Inter Specific Variation in Leaf Traits of Woody 

Plant Species: A Case Study of Teak and Sal Canopy Forest 

of Rajgir, Bihar 

5.  
Ritika Rajput 

Worlding, Water and Worries: The Making of ‘World-Class’ 

Bodh Gaya 

6.  
Urvashi Poonia 

The intergenerational transition of Bishnoi’s ethics in the 

Nature conservation: A Case Study of Jodhpur, Rajasthan 

7.  Bhuwani Shankhar 

Acharja 

Assessment of Public Awareness towards E-Waste 

Management: A Case Study of Thimphu City, Bhutan 

8.  
Anjesh Kumar 

Greening the pyre - a socio-economic assessment of 

crematoria in the Ghats of Patna 
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School of Buddhist Studies, Philosophy and Comparative Religions 

 

 
Students Conducting Heritage Walk at Rajgir 

S. 

No. 

Name Title Of Dissertation 

1 Abhishek Tripathi Mindfulness in Eastern Wisdom: Unmān - Pure 

Consciousness in Haṭ hayoga 

2 Vutukuri Satyanarayana 

Swamy 

Argumentation as a Social epistemic Method 

Analysis of Katha in Comparison with Goldman’s 

Theory on Argumentation 

3 Yenten Thinley  Rediscovery of Buddhism 

4 Hok Chheangkhy  The Characteristics of Sanskrit in Khmer Language 

5 Pham Thi Oanh Kieu  The Role of Buddhist Ethics in Education 

6 N Huyen The Concept of Morality in Buddhism 

7 Tran Thi Thu Trang Avalokiteshvara Bodhisattva in Vietnamese 

Culture 

8 Nguyen Thi Thu Thao The Practice of Mindfulness in Nikāya and 

Understanding of its Origin 

9 N Trinh  Study of Karmic Retributions and Transfer of 

Merit in Kṣ itigarbhasūtra 

10 Pham Phuoc Quy Engaged Buddhism in Vietnam: From the 20th 

Century to the 21st Century 

11 Pham Ho Duc Hieu The Principles of Cosmos from Buddhist 

Perspectives 

12 Ven. Pich Phanith The Impacts of Hinduism on Cambodian Society 
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    Masters Degrees: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

S. No. Name 

1. Kajal choudhary 

 

2. Athil banna v  

 

3. Lungten jamtsho 

 

4. Tshewang ngedup 

 

5. Chencho dorji 

 

6. Yashey wangmo 

 

7. Urvashi Poonia 

 

8. Ritika Rajput 

 

9. Harsh Yadav 

 

10. Rahul Dev 

 

11. Anjesh Kumar 

 

12. Pranav Vinod 

 

13. Kouame Yao Bah Romeo 

 

14. Bhuwani Shankar Acharja 

 

S. No. Name 

15. Abhishek Tripathi 

 

16. Satyanarayana S. V. 

 

17. Yenten Thinley 

 

18. Hok Chheangkhy 

 

19. Pham Thi Oanh Kieu 

 

20. Nguyen Thi Huyen 

 

21. Tran Thi Thu Trang 

 

22. Nguyen Thi Thu Thao 

 

23. Nhuyen H. Xuan Trinh 

 

24. Pham Phuoc Quy 

 

25. Ho Duc Hieu 

 

26. Nguyen Huu Trung 

 

27. Nguyen Thuy Chi 

 

28. Pich Phanith 
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S. No. Name 

1. Aarti Kumari 

2. Abhishek Kumar  

3. Afrin Khatoon 

4. Gulshan Kumar 

5. Manyata Kumari 

6. Md. Aftab 

7. Md. Irfan Alam 

8. Mona Kumari 

9. Nidhi Mehta 

10. Pankaj Kumar  

11. Pankaj Kumar Singh 

12. Prabhat Kumar 

13. Pratima Rajbanshi 

14. Raju Kumar  

15. Rakesh Kumar 

16. Ravi Ranjan Kumar 

17. Rita Kumari 

18. Rupa Kumari 

19. Sandeep Kumar  

20. Sejal Kumari 

21. Shanu Kumar 

22. Sonali Kumari 

23. Sonu Kumar  

24. Suraj Kumar 

25. Swati Kumari  

26. Utsav Kumar 

S. No. Name 

27. Vikram Kumar 

28. Aakash Kumar  

29. Abhishek Kumar Nirala 

30. Abhishek Kumar 

31. Afsana Khatoon 

32. Aman Kumar 

33. Anjali Kumari  

34. Anjuli Kumari 

35. Arti Kumari  

36. Atal Kumar 

37. Ayubul Ali Chisti 

38. Chandan Kumar  

39. Dibay Dirishti 

40. Divya Bharti 

41. Durga Kumari 

42. Gopi Sharma 

43. Gunja Kumari 

44. Guriya Kumari  

45. Heena Kumari 

46. Juhi Kumari 

47. Jyoti Kumari 

48. Jyoti Sinha 

49. Kalpana Kumari 

50. Kanhaiya Kumar 

51. Karuna Kumari 

52. Khushboo Kumari  

 Diplomas & Certificates in Sanskrit, English and Korean 
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S. No. Name 

53. Manish Kumar  

54. Manisha Kumari 

55. Monika Raj 

56. Nandlal Kumar 

57. Nisha Kumari 

58. Pooja Bharti 

59. Prakash Chandra 

60. Rabina Kumari 

61. Raginee Kumari  

62. Rahul Kumar  

63. Rahul Sinha 

64. Raju Kumar  

65. Rakhi Kumar 

66. Rakhi Kumari 

67. Rakhi Kumari  

68. Ravi Shankar 

69. Richa Kumari 

70. Sabeena Kumari 

71. Saloni Kumari  

72. Samrat Kumar 

73. Sandip Kumar  

74. Sangita Kumari 

75. Sanjeev Kumar Arya 

76. Santosh Kumar  

77. Shibam Kumar 

78. Sholdi Kumari 

79. Shubham Kumar  

80. Simran Shalini 

81. Stutee Kumari 

82. Subham Kumar  

83. Suman Kumari  

84. Swetma 

S. No. Name 

85. Vikram Raj 

86. Kumari Hemlata Sinha 

87. Juli Kumari  

88. Nisha Kumari  

89. Swati Kumari  

90. Priyanka Bharti 

91. Soni Kumari 

92. Nibha Kumari 

93. Pawan Kumar 

94. Swati Priya 

95. Niraj Kumar 

96. Sima Kumari 

97. Abhishek Verma 

98. Ashish Kumar  

99. Monika Kumari 

100. Suraj Gupta 

101. Khushbu Kumari  

102. Akash Anand 

103. Balram Kumar Sajjan 

104. Kumari Rinku 

105. Loch Sovanna 

106. Ritu Kumari 

107. Sneha Kumari 

108. Jai Prakash Narayan 

109. Amarendra Kumar 

110. Shalini Kumari 

111. Ravi Kumar 

112. Deepika Kumari  

113. Ravindra Kumar 

114. Rajnandani Kumari 

115. Hema Kumari 

116. Amit Kumar  

117. Annu Kumari 
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S. No. Name 

118. Chetna Kumari 

119. Krishna Murari 

120. Amit Kumar  

121. Subham Kumar  

122. Amardeep Raj 

123. Jitendra Sharma 

124. Shyam Bihari Kumar 

125. Subham Gaurav 

126. Khushboo Rani 

127. Pinki Kumari 

128. Mini Kumari 

129. Kajal Kumari  

130. Kumari Madhuri Pandey 

131. Gaurav Kumar  

132. Rajeev Ranjan 

133. Suman Kumari  

134. Juhi Kumari  

135. Purushottam Panday 

136. Akash Kumar 

137. Ravi Prakash 

138. Kajal Kumari 

139. Raushan Kumar  

140. Pallavi Sinha 

141. Anuj Prazapat 

142. Jyoti Kumari 

143. Ankit Kumar 

144. Prity Kumari  

145. Gautam Kumar 

146. Deepak Kumar  

147. Prity Kumari 

148. Sandeep Kumar  

149. Roshani Kumari  

S. No. Name 

150. Puja Kumari Raj 

151. Roheeni Sharma 

152. Chanchala Kumari 

153. Adarsh Kumar 

154. Rahul Kumar  

155. Saurabh Sharma 

156. Sneha Rani 

157. Madhumala Kumari 

158. Arti Kumari  

159. Moni Kumari 

160. Randhir Kumar 

161. Balram Kumar 

162. Kumari Monika 

163. Rashmi Kumari 

164. Sudhir Kumar S/o Kali Saw 

165. Komal Kumari 

166. Gudiya Kumari 

167. Smita Kumari 

168. Dharmendra Kumar 

169. Muskan Kumari 

170. Ajit Kumar  

171. Sukhrani Kumari 

172. Anjali Verma 

173. Vijay Kumar  

174. Sabita Kumari 

175. Kajal Kumar  

176. Raushani 

177. Puja Kumari  

178. Pyare Lal 

179. Deepak Kumar 

180. Sudhanshu Kumar 

181. Deepak Kumar  

182. Rahul Kumar  
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S. No. Name 

183. Shiv Shankar Gupta 

184. Arjun Kumar 

185. Juli Rani 

186. Ranjan Kumar 

187. Manish Dev 

188. Anjali Kumari  

189. Kumari Puja 

190. Sujal Kumar 

191. Chitranjan Upadhyay 

192. Gaurav Kumar Jamuar 

193. Kanchan Kumari 

194. Satish Kumar  

195. Luv Raj 

196. Veena Bharti 

197. Anamika Kumari 

198. Chandan Kumar  

199. Sushma Kumari 

200. Mohit Kumar 

201. Shyamli Kumari 

202. Dhannu Vishwakarma 

203. Manish Suman 

204. Swati Kumari  

205. Raushan Raj 

206. Shubham Kumar  

207. Alka Kumari 

208. Ramjanam Kumar 

209. Rahul Kumar 

210. Sumant Kumar 

211. Aman Chain 

212. Ujjbal Deep 

213. Jayshu Kumari 

214. Aamir Alam 

 

S. No. Name 

215. Krishna Chandra Shashtri 

216. Pragati Sinha 

217. Virmani Kumar 

218. Ashwini Kumar Pandey 

219. Arvind Kumar 

220. Ragni Singh 

221. Shyam Sunder Prasad 

222. Ajaj Alam 

223. Priti Kumari  

224. Amit Raj 

225. Mukesh Kumar 

226. Sonu Alam 

227. Deepak Kumar 

228. Ravi Ranjan Kumar 

229. Ashish Kumar  

230. Ashish Kumar  

231. Sapna Kumari 

232. Rajpal Kumar 

233. Ankit Kumar 

234. Rajiv Ranjan 

235. Shambhu Shankar 

236. Alok Kumar 

237. Saurav Kumar 

238. Saloni Raj 

239. Ajeet Kumar 

240. Gautam Kumar 

241. Ranjay Kumar 

242. Manoj Kumar  

243. Surbhi Kumari 

244. Rishav Kumar 

245. Nitish Kumar  

246. Neha Kumari 

247. Ram Bahadur Yadav 
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S. No. Name 

248. Jitendra Kumar 

249. Avdhesh Kumar 

250. Govinda Kumar 

251. Arjun Singh 

252. Subham Kumar 

253. Shreya Kumari 

254. Shailesh Kumar 

255. Arpana Kumari 

256. Kamani Kumari 

257. Ajeet Kumar 

258. Binita Kumari 

259. Vicky Kumar 

260. Nitish Kumar  

261. Praveen Kumar 

262. Sanjay Kumar 

263. Pravin Kumar  

264. Rituraj Kumar 

265. Abhishek Kumar 

266. Saurabh Kumar  

267. Satyam Kumar 

268 Ravikant Kumar 

269. Lakshman Kumar 

270. Vishwjeet Kumar 

271. Vimal Raj 

272. Raushan Kumar 

273. Karan Kumar 

274. Tarun Kumar 

275. Simpal Kumari 

276. Ripu Daman Chander 

277. Tinku Raj Yadav 

278. Mantu Kumar 

279. Shivendra Narayan Sharma 

S. No. Name 

280. Binita Kumari 

281. Subodh Kumar 

282. Ashwini Kumar Mishra 

283. Chandan Kumar 

284. Aashutosh Kumar 

285. Akash Kumar Verma 

286. Akash Raj 

287. Aman Raj 

288. Ambika Manandhar 

289. Aun Thuj Marma 

290. Bidyadhar Singpho 

291. Deepak Kumar 

292. Dindaka 

293. Harshu Kumari 

294. Kumar Saurav 

295. Monika Kumari 

296. Mukesh Kumar 

297. Namrata Kumari 

298. Nandani Kumari 

299. Nyana 

300. Nyarnadasana 

301. Phool Kumari 

302. Pinnyavinsa 

303. Prashant Kumar 

304. Priya Kumari 

305. Raman Jee 

306. Ravi Ranjan Gupta 

307. Sandeep Kumar 

308. Sanjay Kumar 

309. Satyam Kumar 

310. Seema Kumari 

311. Shalu Kumari 

312. Shambhu Kumar 
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S. No. Name 

313. Shivani Kumari 

314. Sneha Singh 

315. Gulshan Kumar 

316. Mukesh Kumar 

317. Vishal Kumar 

318. Avinash Kumar 

319. Sutil Kumar 

320. Ravikant Kumar 

321. Nidhi Priya 

322. Oshin Vipra Sagar 

323. Yenten Thinley 

324. Ankit Kumar 

325. Naveen Kumar 

326. Anantha Krishna P 

327. Nguyen Thuy Chi 

328. Hok Chheangkhy 

329. Aadarsh Kumar 

330. Alok Kumar 

331. Anand Kumar 

332. Arvind Kumar 

333. Ashutosh Kumar 

334. Chandan Kumar 

335. Chandani Kumari 

336. Dilkhush Kumar 

337. Dipu Kumar 

338. Dipu Kumar 

339. Divya Kumari 

340. Divyansh Kumar 

341. Elisha 

342. Eliza 

343. Gaurav Kumar 

344 Gazala Afrin 

S. No. Name 

345. Goldi Kumari 

346. Juli Kumari 

347. Karan Kumar 

348. Manish Kumar 

349. Md Atiquer Rahman 

350. Md Jawed 

351. Mohit Kumar Saxena 

352. Mukesh Kumar 

353. Muskan Kumari 

354. Navneet Nishchal 

355. Neha Bharti 

356. Nikki Kumari 

357. Nilam Kumari 

358. Nitish Kumar 

359. Nutan Kumari 

360. Pankaj Kumar 

361. Pankaj Kumar 

362. Pawan Kumar 

363. Pramod Kumar 

364. Pratishtha Roy 

365. Priya Kumari 

366. Raj Kumar 

367. Raj Raushan 

368. Rajeev Ranjan kumar 

369. Raju Kumar 

370. Rakesh Kumar 

371. Rakshit Deshmukh 

372. Ramandeep Kumar 

373. Ranjan Kumar 

374. Raushan Kumar 

375. Ravi Shankar Kumar 

376. Reshma Kumari 

377. Ritik Ranjan 
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S. No. Name 

378. Riya Kumari 

379. Rohit Kumar 

380. Rohan Kumar 

381. Rohit Kumar 

382. Rohit Raj 

383. Rohit Raj 

384. Rohit Ranjan Kumar 

385. Romy Raj 

386. Sahil Kumar 

387. Sahil Kumar 

388. Sanat Shubham 

389. Satyam Kumar 

390. Satyam Kumar 

391. Saurab Kumar 

392. Saurav Kumar 

393. Shiv Shakti 

394. Shivam Kumar 

395. Shivam Kumar 

396. Shivam Kumar 

397. Shivshankar Kumar 

398. Shubham Raj 

399. Shyam Lal Sao 

400. Simpi Lumari 

401. Somnath Kumar 

402. Sonu Kumar 

403. Sonu Kumar 

404. Sumit Raj 

405. Sumit Raj 

406. Sunny Kumar 

407. Suraj Kumar 

408. Sutil Kumar 

409. Tanya Kumari 

410. Upendra Raj 

S. No. Name 

411. Vaishanavi 

412. Rajesh Kumar 

413. Shambhu Kumar 

414. Bablu Kumar 

415. Nitish Kumar 

416. Premjit Kumar 

417. Ravi ranjan Kumar 

418. Yashaswi Kant Kumar 

419. Abhishek Kumar 

420. Aditya Verma 

421. Akash Kumar 

422. Amod Kumar Hiyasi 

423. Ankit Kumar 

424. Bashuki Nath Pandey 

425. Chandan Kumar 

426. Chandan Kumar Upasak 

427. Chandramani Kumar 

428. Chandramani Kumar 

429. Hedayatulla Khan 

430. Kailash Paswan 

431. Kishan Kumar 

432. Navin Kumar 

433. Neha Roy 

434. Praveen Kumar 

435. Ram gopal Kumar 

436. Ravi Kiran 

437. Riyansh Roy 

438. Sanjeev Ranjan 

439. Santosh Kumar 

440. Shantanu Kumar 

441. Shobha Vishwanath 

Siddharth 

442. Sumant Kumar 

443. Vidyanand Dev 
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S. No. Name 

444. Mantu Kumar 

445. Vikas Kumar 

446. Rakesh kumar 

447. Akpa Akpro Jaques 

Adam's Vigile 

448, Anjali Kumari 

449. Ankita Kumari 

450. Ashish Kumar 

451. BabluKumar 

452. Chandan Kumar 

453. Chanthala Ounphaivong 

454. Dr Anand Kumar Tripathi 

455. Dr Vinodanand Bharti 

456. Ho Thi Xuan 

457. Kajal Kumari 

458. Khin SanNwe 

459. Khushboo Rani 

460. Khushbu Kumari 

461. Mantu Kumar 

462. May Thu Win 

463. Nareida 

464. Nguyen Huynh Xuan Trinh 

465. Nguyen Thi Thu Thao 

466. Nisha Kumari 

467. Pankaj Kumar 

468. Phan The Vi 

469. Pinki Kumari 

470. Premjit Kumar 

471. Rahul Kumar 

472. Raushan Raj 

473. Ravi Kumar 

474. Ravi Ranjan Kumar 

475. Rohit Kumar 

476. Sandeep Kumar 

S. No. Name 

477. Sanjeet Kumar 

478. Simran Shalini 

479. Sneha Kumari 

480. Srichand Sah 

481. Stutee Kumari 

482. Subham Gaurav 

483. Suman Kumari 

484. Suraj Gupta 

485. Swati Priya 

486. Akash Kumar 

487. Alok Kumar 

488. Ankit Kumar 

489. Kamani Kumari 

490. Rajiv Ranjan 

491. Ranjan Kumar 

492. Rohit Kumar 

493. Satyam Kumar 

494. Saurabh Kumar 

495. Shreya Kumari 

496. Subham Kumar 

497. Suraj Kumar 
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As part of dissemination of knowledge, for higher studies and comparative focuses, Nālandā 

University organizes conferences and seminars in select themes. The following events were 

successfully organized by the University during the period of report: 

 

Shri Ram Madhav delivered a distinguished talk on “India and the Contours of the New 

World”  

Shri Ram Madhav, a prominent thought leader and political thinker delivered a distinguished talk 

on “India and the Contours of the New World” at Nalanda University on 8th February 2021 Shri 

Ram Madhav also drew attention to the growing impact of non-state institutions like Facebook, 

Twitter etc. that are playing active role on par with the nation-state. Shri Ram Madhav also 

appreciated the efforts of the Vice Chancellor for her diligent efforts in building Nalanda 

University campus infrastructure and framing its academic architecture in tune with the 

contemporary vistas of knowledge.   

ACIAR Workshop 

The School of Ecology and Environment Studies at Nalanda University organized the two day 

workshop in hybrid (offline/online) mode along with a follow-up visit to the project sites on 

25th-26th February 2021. The aim of the workshop was to disseminate the project outcomes 

among the scientific communities, stakeholders and policy-makers. The project is being 

implemented with the support from the Australian Centre for International Agricultural Research 

(ACIAR), Australia Government. The workshop had about 70 participants present at Nalanda 

University and more than 30 online participants.  

 

 
ACIAR Workshop to discuss the benefits of Aquifer Recharge Pit 
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Seminar on National Education Policy 

 

One day seminar on “Role of Teachers in National Education Policy (NEP): Awareness, 

Orientation and Overcoming Challenges” was organized by the Nalanda University in 

collaboration with NITI Aayog and Bhartiya Shikshan Mandal on 5th March 2021. Prof. Sunaina 

Singh, Hon'ble Vice Chancellor of Nalanda University presided over the proceedings and 

addressed the gathering on the significance of NEP and its implementation at Nalanda 

University. More than 100 National and International delegates participated in the seminar 

physically as well as online.  

                     

 
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor addressing during National Education Policy seminar 

 

Conference of the Asian-African Philosophy Congress (AAPC) & Indian Philosophical 

Congress in collaboration with North-Eastern Hill University (NEHU) Shillong and Indian 

Council of Philosophical Research, March 07, 2020 to March 11, 2020.  
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Nalanda University under the sterling leadership of the Vice Chancellor is putting its best 

efforts in enhancing student development and promoting diversity as well as inclusion within 

the campus community, including its students. An open climate of excellent learning even 

beyond the classroom, cross-cultural exchange, and an international orientation are vital to 

Nalanda University’s evident successes in these areas. Its programmes continued to attract 

students from all the corners of the world.  

 

For the academic year 2020-21, the University has 786 students in total. In this academic 

year, the University has started MBA programme in Sustainable Development and 

Management, 15 young students have taken admission in the first batch of MBA programme. 

Prospective students and their mentors are encouraged to visit the campus to explore the 

campus and interact with the current students. The Front Office also arranges group tours for 

a minimum of five and a maximum of ten students. All the relevant information for 

prospective and existing students is provided on the Student’s Handbook 2020-2021, an 

exhaustive document that can be downloaded from the University website.  

 

 

 

 

As aspiring young students embark on their expedition in this land of knowledge, Nalanda 

University strives to make it a home away from home for all its students and particularly its 

international students. Since the University is engaged in shaping future thought leaders of the 

world, its primary focus is the promotion of universal peace and global harmony. Nalanda 

University is the microcosm of the very world that it wishes to see.  

 

 
International Students at Campus 

International Students at Nalanda University 
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With seventeen member countries supporting the University in a shared vision, the‘Nalanda 

Way’, as envisioned by the Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh, is a multicultural 

interactive mode of life. Being a University with an international orientation, therefore, the 

University’s structure and planning envisions international students as an integral part of 

itself. Dedicated offices, teams and infrastructures are in place to assist international students 

at every step so that they can successfully fulfill their dream to learn in this ancient place of 

possibilities and hope. Prospective international students are advised to contact the Office of 

Student Affairs, who will liaison with the Dean of International Students to furnish the 

support required. 

 

Region-wise International Students- Academic Year 2020-21 

  

 
 

Country-wise International Students- Academic Year 2020-21 
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School-wise International Students – Academic Year 2020-21 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Country-wise representation in Schools at Nalanda University 

Academic Year 2020-21 

(Two batches: Final – 2019-21 and previous- 2020-22) 

 

                    Batch 2019-21: 36                   Batch 2020-22: 82 
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Gender-wise International Students: Academic Year 2020-21 

(Two batches: Final – 2019-21 and previous- 2020-22) 

 

Batch 2019-21: 36 

 

Batch 2020-22: 82 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gender-School-wise International Students: Academic Year 2020-21 

(Two batches: Final – 2019-21 and previous- 2020-22) 

  
Batch 2019-21: 36 Batch 2020-22: 82 
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With a vision of imparting world-class all-round education, the primary motive of the 

programmes at NU is to culturally enrichment of students and broadening of their personal 

and academic perspectives. This is being achieved through exploration of new and unique 

areas and research programmes. For an active enhancement of knowledge and upgrade of 

skills amongst the students, NU has undertaken collaborations with different institutions 

globally. Additionally, this has also enabled for faculty at NU to collaborate with peers at 

foreign universities, for collaborative research projects. NU Team is taking various measures 

to implement Student and Faculty Exchange Program in order to provide excellent academic 

standards and diversified learning opportunities. 

 

 

 

 

 
(Students from Vietnam during Buddhist Chanting) 

 

Students are a valuable part of the campus community and their holistic care, well-being and 

health is the University’s top priority. To serve those ends, the University actively monitors 

the running of its residential halls, a 24x7 Campus Health Centre, buses for everyday 

transportation and series of activities designed to promote interactions, mutual cultural 

awareness and a spirit of cooperative understanding.  

 

Students are encouraged to participate in Student Societies and Clubs during the course of study 

at Nalanda. They can choose to get associated with any of the clubs and societies in the 

University. Being involved in these groups gives students an opportunity to develop their 

 Exchange Programmes 

 Student Life 
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communication, organization and social skills that will prove valuable in real-world situations. 

Student volunteers run these clubs, since the University only provides financial support and 

facilities. Several activities of these clubs are also open for faculty and staff participation. Some 

of the choices available for students are: Sports Club, Awareness Society, Literary Society, 

Environment Club, Cultural and Arts Society, Career Resource Cell, and the Social Club. These 

organizations organize a range of activities periodically and are one of the best ways to explore 

the landscape as well as interact and learn from peers. 

 

 

 
Cultural programmes by International students 

 

 

 

 

 

  

117



 

 

 

  

Nalanda University envisions its Library to be the central fulcrum of its master plan, both in 

terms of its design and bearing. The Library aims to become an apex resource center with 

state-of-the-art resources (print and digital) and services. Its vision is to provide seamless 

access to information through innovative services that drive the exchange of ideas and foster 

interdisciplinary cross-campus research. It is also committed to building an intellectual center 

ensuring access to quality resources in a variety of easily accessible formats for the overall 

growth of students and faculty. The library endeavours to support higher studies, research, 

intellectual inquiry and lifelong learning needs of the university community.  

 

 

 

The Library houses/ supports the following collections: 

Print Books 

 Library’s collection includes over 13,250 volumes of print books 

E-Books 

 Provides access to more than 1800 e-books from the various publishers such as 

Oxford, Brill, Cambridge, Elsevier, and Taylor & Francis 

 Proquest EBook Central database is a collection of scholarly e-books from 

leading publishers and having more than 1,50,000 titles. It covers all academic 

subject areas such as Arts, History & Political Sciences, Science and 

Technology, Business, Law, Education, Literature & Languages, General, 

Religion & Philosophy, Health & Medicine, and Social Sciences 

 

 

 

 

Collections 
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E-Journals 

 Provide access to more than 4100 e-journals from the publishers, such as JSTOR, 

Nature, Taylor & Francis, Oxford University Press, Sage Publications, Brill, 

Project Muse, Springer, IWA publishing, IOS Press and M/s. Ovid  

Media - CD/ DVD 

 Collection of over 570 CDs/DVDs which contains lectures of invited guest, 

photographs, educational CDs. 

Print Magazines 

 Active subscription to 19 magazines. 

Gifts – Books & Magazines 

 1746 print journals (issues) gifted by Professor Wang Gungwu. Above 1600 print 

books are gifted by Prof. Wang Gungwu, Prof. Ken Gardiner, Prof. Arvind 

Sharma, Mr. J C Kapur, Mr. Yuvraj Krishan, Mr. Ashok K. Bhattacharya, and Dr. 

Paraspati Nath Sinha.  

 

 
Students at NU Library 

 

 

The Library has subscribed/purchased access to the following databases: 

 

 South Asian Archive 

Online database providing access to millions of pages of rare primary and secondary sources 

from across the social sciences and humanities – includes a wealth of interdisciplinary 

Online Databases 

119



 

 

content such as books, journals, film ephemera, census reports & more in both English & 

vernacular languages and one online database i.e. Bibliography of Asian Studies 

 ProQuest Dissertation & Thesis (PQDT) 

PQDT provides access to full text of over 2.5 million PhD and Masters theses/ dissertations 

from the world’s premier universities as well as over 3.7 million abstracts 

 

 ProQuest Historical Newspapers (PQHN) 

PQHN provides access to historical newspapers of Times of India from 1838-2007 

 

 Indianstats.com 

A cluster of 56 associate sites and the most comprehensive e-resource for accessing the 

secondary level socio economic statistical information about India, its 6 geographical 

regions, 31 states and 19 sectors on various socio-economic parameters 

 

 Westlaw India 

First online legal research resource combining Indian and international law designed 

especially for researchers with more national and international legal content than any other 

source 

 

 International Energy Agency (IEA) 

IEA family of 30 Member countries and 8 Association countries accounts for almost 75% of 

global energy consumption and more than half of global energy production. It work on 

energy policies, hold training around the world, collaborates with 6,000+ experts from 

government, industry & research’ organizes/ hosts talks on the future of energy and many 

related topics by leading speakers. 

 

 Harvard Business Publishing (HBP) 

The University has subscribed to the case studies, articles, chapters, simulations, online 

cources, etc., published by Harvard Bussiness Publishing.  

 

 

 

   Koha 

To automate the sub-systems of a library system, Library has implemented open source 

library automation software i.e. KOHA. Koha satisfies all the functional requirements of a 

library management system. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Library Automation  

120



 

 

 

 

 

 DSpace 

To archive intellectual scholarly output created at Nalanda University, library has 

implemented open source digital library software i.e. DSpace.  Initially, the digitizations of 

“Faculty Publications” “Student’s Thesis,” and “Course Materials” have been started and 

users are able to access the full text materials of the same. Later on, following contents 

will be a part of archive and accessible through Dspace: 

 Projects, articles and case studies done by students / faculty 

 Lectures delivered by eminent visitors at Nalanda University 

 News items related to Nalanda University 

 

 

 

 

 Summon Discovery Service 

The Library has subscribed to Summon Discovery Service, an online search tool that 

provides a unified index of library e-resources using a single search box. 

 

 

 

 

 Remote Login / Single Signon 

The Library has implemented remote access to e-resources through RemoteXs. Users are 

able to access and download the full text e-resources, e.g., e-journals, e-books and all other 

e-contents) outside the campus. 

 

 

 

 Anti-Plagiarism Tool (Turnitin) 

Plagiarism prevention system allows quick and effective checks to all research work in a 

fraction of the time necessary to scan a few suspects’ papers using a search engine. It 

checks for potential unoriginal content by comparing submitted papers to several databases 

using a proprietary algorithm. It scans its own databases, and also has licensing 

agreements with large academic proprietary databases. The Library has, therefore, 

implemented an anti-plagiarism tool ‘Turnitin’ with that purpose. 

 RefWork. 

The Library provides RefWork tool, a reference management service. It supports the needs 

of students, faculty by enabling a more efficient and reliable process for producing 

research papers. 

 Digital Institutional Repository 

 Online Search Tools 

 Remote Access 

 Research Support 
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 Grammarly 

The Library’s licensed version of the Grammarly, an online proofreading tool, checks text 

for grammar, punctuation, and style, and features a contextual spelling checker. 

 

 

 

 

 Core Member of ESS, INFLIBNET 

The Library is a core member of Sodh Sindhu (ESS), INFLIBNET consortium for higher 

education electronics resources 

 Developing Library Network (DELNET)  

The University has registered itself as a member of DELNET, which collects, stores, and 

disseminates information, besides offering computerized services to its users, coordinating 

efforts for suitable collection development & reducing duplication wherever possible 

 India Meteorological Department (IMD)  

IMD, the principal government agency in all meteorological matters, takes such 

observations and provides current and forecast meteorological information for users as well 

as statistics for researchers in the field of agriculture, water resource management, 

industry, oil exploration and allied disciplines. 

 

 

   

The following services are rendered to the users:  

 Discovery Service 

 Web based OPAC (Online Public Access Catalogue) 

 Current Awareness Services (CAS) 

 Research and Information Services 

 Information Literacy 

 Orientation Programme for New Users 

 Inter-Library Loan (ILL) 

 Reprography Service 

 

 

 

 Implementation of RFID system is in process to avoid theft cases. 

 

 

 

 

 

 Memberships 

Services 
 

 RFID 
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 A dynamic “Library Portal” has been designed and developed to provide pin-pointed 

web-based information services to user community and hyperlinked to a wide range of 

information such as resources, services, rules and regulations, news, events etc. The 

portal is now ready to be launched for the users. 

 

 

 

 

The Library organized training programs for faculty members & students in the following  

areas: 

 Orientation Programme for the library’s users for awareness about the resources and 

services with hands-on experience 

 Library resources and collection development 

 Online Public Access Catalogue (OPAC) 

 Summon Discovery Service 

 Digital Institutional Repository (DSpace) 

 Turnitin (anti-plagiarism tool) 

 Remote Xs (remote access of e-resources) 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 Training 

 Library Portal 
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An adequate and right logistical support is a vital contribution towards facilitating a 

smooth run of academic activities, such as learning, teaching and research. Keeping this in 

view, Nalanda University has provided and maintained certain important facilities during 

the Academic Year 2018-2019. The main Campus of the University is under construction 

and by the untiring efforts of the Vice Chancellor, the University was able to shift part of 

its activities of administration and teaching to the new Campus. 

 

 

 

Students at Nalanda University are currently housed at five self-contained Residence 

Halls:  

1. Tathagat Residence Hall for Women 

2. Ajatshatru Residence Hall  

3. Maitreya (Tanman) Residence Hall  

4. Ananda Residence Hall  

5. Nagarjuna Residence Hall  

                 

          
Outdoor Recreational Area, Tathagat Residential Hall 

 

All the Residence Halls are allocated to the students based on their respective preference of 

rooms, but on first-come-first served basis. All the facilities like indoor and outdoor games, 

 Residence Halls 
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common hall, computer lab, Wi-Fi, students’ pantry etc. are provided within the boundaries 

of the Residence Halls.  

 

 

 

The University is equipped with air-conditioned dining facilities at two of the residential 

halls to serve hygienically prepared meals to students and staff. Vegetarian as well as non-

vegetarian food is served in the Dining Halls of the University. The University is also 

running a cafeteria on the campus to provide tea/coffee, soft drinks and healthy food items 

at a nominal cost.  

         
                                                 Dining Hall & Cafeteria at University Campus 

 

 

 

Frequent Shuttle services are provided for ferrying students from residence halls to 

academic block and library and for their return on all days of the week. Transportation 

facilities to nearby cities are available on weekly and/or monthly basis. Besides above 

arrangements special ordered transport services for nearby Airports, Railway Stations are 

also provided on request.  

 

         

 
                                                         Shuttle Service for Students 

 Transportation Facility 

Dining Halls & Cafeteria 
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Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh initiated and established a five-bedded 

Primary Health Care Centre/mini-hospital on Campus to take care of the needs of the 

Nalanda community. The services of the Health Care Centre may be accessed 24x7 by 

students, faculty and staff of the University. The Health Care Centre is provided with the 

facility of Resident Doctors and Nurses, apart from visits by specialists on a regular basis. 

Important medical facilities, such as X-Ray, Pathology Laboratory, Pharmacy and 

Ambulance are made available round the clock. The use of the facility will be guided by 

policies periodically reviewed and set by the University. 

  

 
Health Care Centre of Nalanda University 

 Medical Facility: Health Care Centre 
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The University with the initiatives of Hon’ble Vice Chancellor has set up a 100 seater Mini 

Auditorium with modern Audio-Visual facilities including facility for Video Conferencing. 

The Auditorium is well equipped for hosting Seminars, Conferences and lectures of 

distinguished speakers.  

Mini Auditorium at New Campus 

 

 

 

 

The University houses an English Communication Centre, which is an instructional 

facility designed to assist the university community with their communication needs at any 

stage. It helps in the writing process - from idea generation and organization to style, 

grammar, outlining essays and editing strategies. The Centre carries out a one-on-one 

communication to help students as required. Students can contact the Communication 

Centre for individual help with specific problems. The Communication Centre at Nalanda 

University also undertakes modules of Communicative English tutorials alongside classes 

to provide remedial/special assistance to students inclined to improve their communicative 

and writing skills.  

 

 

 

                

 Campus computer labs serve to integrate technology with higher education by providing 

users with multimedia services, computing-related services and workstations for 

instructional use as well as research. The University has one Computer Lab that is 

 Mini Auditorium 

 Communication Centre 

 Computer Lab 
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equipped with the latest technology and software, including all the necessary research 

tools, e.g., GIS, Matlab, and MiniTab. Researchers and students in all the schools may use 

the respective laboratory to practice what they learn in the classroom or for working on 

their projects, especially if they require specialized technical support. 

 

 

  

 The language laboratory facility is in the process of being established. It is planned to be a 

dedicated space for foreign language learning, where students can access audio or audio-

visual content. This will allow a teacher to listen to and manage student audio, which is 

delivered to individual students through headsets or in isolated ‘sound booths.’ Language 

labs are unique in promoting language acquisition and proficiency through one-on-one 

coaching, group practice and conversational skills.  

    Students at the Lab 

 

 

  

  

 Nalanda University endorses the view that sports play a pivotal role in shaping one’s 

personality and in maintaining good health. The University has developed a sports 

environment for student use in Residential Halls within the meager infrastructure available 

to us. Facilities for indoor games such as table tennis, have been provided, while the 

outdoor recreational areas house volleyball and badminton courts. A major sports complex 

housing all the sports with state-of-the-art facilities comparable with top international 

standards is under construction. When it is ready, the University assures a truly global 

experience to its students in both indoor and outdoor sports. 

 

 Language Lab 

 Sports 
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Cricket Match at Ajatshatru Residential Hall  

 

 

 

 

 The University supports various student societies primarily with the aim of directing 

students’ creative energies and dynamism in constructive directions towards building a 

strong character and an integrated personality. By assimilating diverse elements of culture, 

literature, art, music, dance, nature and sports activities, students can enrich their as well as 

others’ lives through community service, hone their outdoor skills as explorers, and 

develop photographic acumen. Nalanda University supports wide-ranging extracurricular 

activities to match as wide a range of student interest through the Sports Club, Awareness 

Society, Literary Society, Environment Club, Society for Culture and Arts as well as the 

Career Resource Cell to name a few. 

          
Different Clubs and Societies of Students 

 

 

 

 

 

 Societies 
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With the initiatives by Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, several outreach programs were designed 

to engage with Government of Bihar and local communities. The objective of the programs 

is to build a culture of structured grassroots engagement, which is an important and 

distinctive feature of the University. Learning is best served when students actively 

participate, both mentally and physically in the learning process. Field trips are taken to be 

vital components of learning at Nalanda. Hence, each School organizes supervised and 

safe recreational field trips at prescribed intervals, when the students experience a more 

holistic and an integrated picture of the information by accessing it directly. Field trips, 

thus serve to enhance classroom learning by complementing textual content with a hands-

on and interactive experience on a regular basis. 

 

Students on Field Trips  

        

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Experiential Learning and Outreach  
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(A move towards building a Green Sustainable Campus: Initiatives of Vice Chancellor Prof. 

Sunaina Singh) 

            
 

 

 To recreate the erstwhile Vishwaguru in the form of an avant-garde international 

University, the Vice Chancellor has taken up its infrastructure development works on a 

war footing basis. The world class sustainable green infrastructure is being created as a 

benchmark of its scale and magnitude. The University is focused on expeditious 

completion of the campus construction. 

  

 The Government of India sanctioned Rs. 1749.65 Crores under Capital Expenditure for 

construction and development of the University Campus at Rajgir in 2014. The 

construction of the University Buildings comprising of the Academic and Administrative 

buildings along with campus amenities, utility structures and site development works, 

however, was initiated in reality under the dynamic leadership of the present Vice 

Chancellor, Prof. Sunaina Singh in May 2017 (0.28%), which now stands at 90%.  

  

 Building the state-of-the-art new campus involves massive infrastructure development of 

more than 200 buildings/structures having built up area of over 14 lakh square feet 

including development of 300 acres of landscape/horticulture works, construction of 12.5 

kilometer internal road network, building 40 hectares of waterbodies, including all modern 

services, utilities, interior & furnishing of the buildings. The University is functional from 

its New Campus since December 2019. State of the art Labs, classrooms, faculty offices, 

library, auditorium etc. are now a reality within a short span of 3-4 years. 

  

 The present dispensation of the University, in order to ensure efficient monitoring the 

progress of works, quality, adherence to the statutory obligations and instill effective 

coordination among the various project implementing agencies, established a Project 
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Monitoring Committee with highly experienced serving/ retired professionals from 

Building Construction Department, Govt. of Bihar along with a representation from MEA.    

 

 GEM Division and also appointed a Nodal Officer, the Retd. Engineer-In-Chief of Bihar 

Govt. Despite the COVID pandemic challenges comprising of reverse migration, 

disruption of supply chains and slowdown in almost all segments of construction, the 

Committee has ensured the progress of works. As award of work for few more buildings is 

in process, completion of all construction activities for the campus is likely to be fully 

achieved by the Financial Year 2023-24. 

 

  

 

 
 The University Campus is a NET-ZERO sustainable green campus. The key sustainability 

features for developing this Net Zero Campus include, net zero energy, net zero water, net 

zero waste and net zero emission. This hybrid concept featuring renewable energy sources 

with the indigenous approach and its integration with various innovative technologies may 

exemplify rational approaches to construction of other upcoming projects/campuses and 

community construction models in future.  

                                                 

  
Plantation of Native Plants                                                 CSEB Production Unit 

 

 

 Some of the most important and indigenous aspects and palette of concepts for passive 

methods operating at different scales are –  

 

 Use of Desiccant Evaporative (DEVAP) technology for cooling/heating of the buildings.  

 Solar Integrated thermal storage technology for HVAC System. 

 Smart LED lighting, Digitally Addressed Lighting Interface (DALI) integrated with 

occupancy sensor. 

 Use of Compressed Stabilized Earth Blocks (CSEB) instead of common burnt clay 

bricks.  

 Use of integrated boxes of masonry to achieve seismic stability.  

 Use of thick cavity walls to increase thermal resistance.  

  Net Zero Campus Development 

132



 

 

 Climate appropriate landscape design to reduce potable water demand. 

 Decentralized Water Treatment (DeWAT) systems.  

 Strategies for efficient waste management system.  

 Biogas operated Combined Heat & Power (CHP) engine. 

 Solar PV captive power plant. 

 Cooling as well as cleaning of the air through use of selected native plants, etc.  

 Automated approach in Campus & Building Management System (SCADA/Smart Grid, 

IBMS, PLC etc.).  

 

 The campus combines state-of-the art technologies with planning principles of the ancient 

Vastu Shastra to create a carbon neutral and zero waste campus. The whole master plan in 

itself is transitional, as it demonstrates the integration of the campus into a large eco-

system of the site.  

Birds on the Campus 
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NET ZERO INITIATIVES 

 Initiated the Regulatory Provision for HYBRID RENEWABLE System which marks a 

paradigm shift in the country to encourage the Green and Clean Energy. 

NET ZERO: A Dream Translated into Reality 

Nalanda Net-Zero Approach  
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 Under Prime Minister's National Solar Mission, Ministry of New and Renewable Energy 

awarded Nalanda Viability Gap funding for university's green energy endeavour 2019. 

 Initiated the process of establishment of the Energy efficient system with help of Central 

Electricity Regulatory Commission (CERC), Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) and 

US- Indian partnership agency (USAID). Implementation of the smart Approach for Net-

Zero Strategy suggested by the Expert Agencies like USAID, BEE, CERC, NISE, 

BREDA and SBPDCL.  

 40 Hectares of water bodies are created, with water recharge aquifer as per indigenous 

techniques. The water required for the construction is also being catered to by the rain 

water stored in the water bodies. 

 The award-winning Integrated Water Management plan' is for collection of rain water 

and surface runoff within the campus, control on wastage of excess water and demand 

management principles. This resonates with the Jal Jeevan Hariyali Abhiyan of the 

Hon'ble Chief Minister, Bihar. 

 The campus is pioneering the Net-Zero (Energy, Water and Waste) management in 

possibly the largest campus with 200 structures. 

 Manufacture on site the compressed stabilized earth blocks from the excavated soil for 

water bodies leading to zero waste, as the main building material. 

 Use of integrated boxes of masonry to achieve seismic stability. 

 Use of thick cavity walls to increase thermal resistance 
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The campus combines state-of-the art technologies with planning principles of the ancient 

Nalanda University to create a carbon neutral and zero waste campus. The whole campus is 

being developed with indigenous approach which demonstrates the integration of the 

campus into a sustainable and large eco-system of the site. 

 

The Nalanda University Project is registered with GRIHA Council, under Green Rating for 

Integrated Habitat Assessment – Large Developments (GRIHA LD). The council has 

evaluated and awarded the 5-star GRIHA LD rating for its quine approach being executed at 

the site. The integerated and green campus execution is being regulary reviewed by the 

evaluators and professionals towards the Net-zero Goals.    

 

 

 

 

 Overall Optimal and Blended Approach to Meet Annual Energy Demand: - 

 

 To reduce the demand by efficient and hybrid way under demand side management 

principles   

 Techno-Commercially viable approach  

 

              

 
5th Net-Zero Steering Committee Meeting Held on 24th January 2020 at New Campus, Rajgir 

 

 

 

 

 

 Optimization Approach 
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Buildings and spaces are located along water bodies, which moderate the microclimate and 

also harvest 100% of the rainwater for a net zero run-off. Over 100 Acres of water bodies 

have been created. 

 

To achieve Net Zero Water, the campus uses an integrated water management approach. 

Based on the indigenous approach of Ahar, & Pynes on natural gravity, the campus 

recharges ground water table and supply of water with minimum energy consumption. The 

campus is self-sufficient for Water needs for construction and campus operations. The 

project uses a Decentralized Integrated Waste Water Treatment for sewage treatment to 

reuse 100% of water for landscaping. Project location has a good rainfall and with large 

catchment area which has been sanitized and integrated for the beneficial and sustainable 

use. The implementation sequence has been executed in such a way that the (i) the 

excavation started before monsoon, (ii)  top layer of soil was preserved and utilized in 

horticulture development works, (iii)  the mud soil was utilized to the road development and 

Compressed Stabilized Earth Block (CSEB) on site inside campus, (iv) the rail water was 

collected in through natural gravity and excavated water bodies (Ahar & Pynes) which is 

being utilized in successful run of the campus and construction activities. 

 

  

 

 

 

The buildings are designed as per passive design principles with predominantly North-South 

orientation and shading to reduce the need for cooling.  Double skin envelope design thick 

cavities shade the internal walls and moderate the harsh sun keeping the inside cool 

naturally. Native plants and water bodies create a comfortable microclimate. 

To maintain thermal comfort with very low energy use, an innovative of Desiccant 

Evaporative (DEVAP) technology is used in combination with geothermal cooling system. 

This has resulted in an ultra-efficient cooling system that uses 1/3rd the energy of a 

conventional air conditioner. Along with smart LED lighting and automated daylighting and 

occupancy Controls, Nalanda University meets the Energy Conservation Building Code, 

saving over 62% energy. 

 

            Renewable Energy Integration for Net Zero Emissions 

 To power the net-zero campus a 5 Mega Watt solar energy farm is being installed. When 

solar energy is not available, green energy is provided by a 1.2 MW biogas based Combined 

Integrated Water Management  

 

Integrated Energy Management  
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Heat and Power Engine (CHP), designed to run on the biomass collected from the 

neighbouring villages. Smart integrated controls run the integrated systems and balance the 

renewable energy dynamically on a real time basis.  

 

      

 

Building materials use a lot of energy in manufacturing and transportation. To reduce the 

embodied carbon of the buildings, the campus is consciously adopting low environment 

impact construction materials and technologies. Most of the buildings are made of 

compressed stabilized earth blocks (CSEB) blocks made on-site using the soil excavated 

from the lakes and buildings. These earth blocks use 11 times less energy than the common 

burnt clay brick and don’t need to be transported resulting in very low carbon footprint.  

 

 

 

The campus is aiming to be Net Zero Waste with a comprehensive Waste Management 

Strategy. A 50 Tons Per Day composter turns 100% of organic waste to fertilizer onsite. 

The Decentralized Wastewater Treatment (DEWAT) recycles 100% of sewage water for 

reuse within the campus. The solid waste and electronic waste management is being 

developed to follow the sustainable goals.   

 

   
(Commercial Centre at the main campus) 

 

Net Zero Carbon: 

Waste Disposal Management  
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Nalanda University has seen multi-faceted growth in all the areas, and is posited for further 

progress, under the indomitable leadership of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor, Professor 

Sunaina Singh. Under its focused and exemplary leader’s powerful commitment to 

sustained growth and creativity, Nalanda University is placed at the helm of not only 

reviving ancient learning networks but also creating alternate pathways for Asia to learn and 

grow together. The University is fast emerging as a vibrant campus that can be proud of its 

visionary and skilled leader, whose continuous efforts and guidance support a vigorous 

pedagogy and a dynamic learning environment besides providing a role model for leaders to 

envision and realize sustainable education. In acknowledgment of the unflinching efforts of 

its outstanding leader and their visible impact, especially in a short duration, Nalanda 

University has received several prestigious awards nationally and internationally.   

 

 

 
 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh was awarded “Asia One 

Empowerment Award” (2021) as a ‘Woman Entrepreneur’ for her sterling leadership in 

the field of Higher Education. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor has been decorated with honours like Honorary Professor 

Oxford Academic Union, 2020. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor endeavours towards setting new benchmarks in personal 

and public spheres. Honorary Consul of United Republic of Tanzania has instituted a 

scholarship in her name at Nalanda University, 2020. 

• The GRIHA Council (Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment) has awarded 

GRIHA LD Master Plan 5-Star Rating at the 12th GRIHA Summit for the 

development of sprawling 455-acre of Nalanda University Net-Zero sustainable campus. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor speaks in webinar, “Turn the Challenges to Opportunities: 

COVID-19 Pandemics and Measures to Combat by Higher Education of India,” MHRD, 

GOI, 2020. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor speaks in webinar, “Young Thinkers Meet,” India 

Foundation, 2020. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor is Guest of Honour’ in a ‘National Webinar’ on “Bhartiya 

Uchha Shikhya Main Mahilayein: Chunotiya Evan Abasar,” Mahatma Gandhi Central 

University, Motihari, 2020. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in webinar: Visitors Conference to discuss Implementation 

of NEP 2020: Higher Education, “Internationalization and Global Rankings,” Ministry 

of Education, GOI, 2020. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in an Online International Autumn Workshop on Indian 

Governance and Politics: The Modi Effect, The Indian Futures, New Delhi, 2020. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in ASEAN-India Partnership in the Post-Covid-19, 

Research and Information System for Developing Countries (RIS), New Delhi, 2020. 

 Awards, Honours & Recognition 
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• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in AAUP Online General Assembly Conference, 

Association of Universities of Asia and the Pacific (AUAP), Thifliot, 2020. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor’s lecture on “Faculty Induction,” HRDC, JNU, New Delhi, 

2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor is Chief Guest (Keynote Speaker), Valedictory Address, 

MIT World Peace, Pune, 2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor is invited to deliver Inaugural Keynote address of Global 

Relevance in 21st century Ideology and vision of Mahatma Gandhi 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor’s Message sent for Planetary Peace Conference at Jubilee 

Hall, Darbhanga for success, World Natural Democracy (WND), Darbhanga (Bihar), 

2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor’s video recorded remarks on ‘Global Future Life’ 

related to “The Pandemic and Recommendation to Cope with the Existing Chaotic 

Situation,” Prof Sahid Teguh Widodo, M. Hum. Ph.D, Head of University Centre of 

Excellence Javanology for Javanese Traditions Universitas Sebelas Maret, 2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor is invited as Speaker in Grand Trunk Road Initiatives 

(GTRi) Edition -1, Grand Trunk Road Initiatives (GTRi), 2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in Webinar on “Role of Teachers in National Education 

Policy (NEP)Awareness, Orientation, Challenges & Responses,” NITI Aayog, Govt. of 

India and Bharatiya Shikshan Mandal, in collaboration with Nalanda University, 2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor is International Women’s Day Guests of Honour, 

Inaugural Speech, India, CSTV, USA, CSTV Europe with World Intellectual Forum, 

Russia with Allatra TV, 2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor in SICI's Special Webinar on Women in Academia & 

Research – Breaking Glass Ceilings, Lessons Learned and Forging the Path to Change, 

Shastri Indo-Canadian Institute, 2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor’s special message on Comparative Literature, Comparative 

Literature Association of India, 2021. 

• The Hon’ble Vice Chancellor’s special message invited as Speaker Round Table 

Conference, Dr. Babasaheb Ambedkar Open University, Ahmedabad, 2021. 

 

 
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor delivering her address during a Round Table Conference 

140



 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

141



 

 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

142



 

 

          

 

 

143



 

 

 
    

 
 

144



 

 

 
 

 

145



 

 

 

 
 

 

146



 

 

 
 

 

147



 

 

 

 
 

148



 

 

 

 
 

149



 

 

 
 

Description: The Academic Union, Oxford in its Oxford debate on ‘Universities of the Future’ 

conferred the Honorary Professorship to Prof. Sunaina Singh, the Vice Chancellor of Nalanda 

University in recognition of the expertise in the fields of Science, economy, and healthcare. This 

award is a recognition of Prof. Singh’s remarkable achievements to re-invent the historic 

Nalanda University and its academic architecture. 
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Description: The Nalanda University community organized a felicitation ceremony in the Mini 

Auditorium to honour Prof. Sunaina Singh, the Vice Chancellor. The ceremony was for 

celebrating the joy and pleasure that came in form of Prof. Sunaina Singh’s outstanding 

achievement. The Academic Union, Oxford, United Kingdom conferred its prestigious Honorary 

Professorship award to Prof.Sunaina Singh for her expertise in the fields of science, economy, 

education, healthcare iot her remarkable achievements in re-inventing and re-purposing the 

historic Nalanda University & its academic architecture. 
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Description: The GRIHA Council (Green Rating for Integrated Habitat Assessment) has 

awarded GRIHA LD Master Plan 5-Star Rating for the development of sprawling 455-acre 

of Nalanda University Net-Zero sustainable campus, being modern and state-of-the-art. 
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Description: The Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh inaugurated seven aquifer storage and 

recovery pits created by Nalanda University in the villages of Meyar and Nekpur. This project is 

funded by the Australian Centre for International Agriculture Research (ACIAR). The recharge 

pits were created for the farmers as the winter advances, the ground water level depletes leading 

to water scarcity and crop failure in this region. 
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Description: Nalanda University Rajgir has organised a two days International Workshop of 

“Aquifer Storage and Recovery for Sustainable Agriculture”. The workshop was organised to 

share the initiative and findings of the project on Aquifer Storage and Recovery (ASR) for 

Sustainable Agriculture. The workshop has international participation of subject experts on 

ground water, sustainable water use and agriculture from India and Australia, who has shared 

their innovative research findings. 
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Description: Under the guidance of the Hon’ble Vice Chancellor Prof.Sunaina Singh, Nalanda 

University has organised a two days’ workshop (25-26 Feb 2021) on Aquifer Storage & 

Recovery for Sustainable Agriculture. Eminent experts, environmentalists, bureaucrats, and 

researchers all over the world has reached to take part in this important academic deliberation 

155



 

 

 
 

 
 

Description: On the occasion of World Water Day, Vice Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh has 

reiterated the resolve of Nalanda University for ground water recharge. Under her leadership, 

Nalanda University is contributing towards water conservation in its campus as well as in the 

surrounding villages. 
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Description: Shri Ram Madhav, a prominent thought leader and political thinker delivered a 

distinguished talk on “India and the Contours of the New World” at Nalanda University. Post-

Covid world today is emerging largely into hetero-polar world order and the institutions like 
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Nalanda University that are striving towards excellence have an important role in placing India 

as a formidable force in such a world, said Shri Ram Madhav. 

 
 

 
 

Description: Nalanda University in collaboration with Niti Aayog, and Bharat Shikshan Mandal 

organized a Seminar on Role of Teachers in National Education Policy (NEP): Awareness, 

Orientation and Overcoming Challenges on 5th of March, 2021.  The programme was presided 
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by Prof. Sunaina Singh, Hon’ ble Vice-Chancellor of Nalanda University, an illustrious 

academician and one of the most prominent education leaders in Asia. 

 

1       2 

 

 

                                                      
1 Description: On the auspicious occasion of the 72nd Republic Day, Nalanda University Vice 

Chancellor Prof. Sunaina Singh hoisted the tricolour and recalled the journey of making of the 

Indian constitution. She identified it as a journey that makes us who we are today. She also 

emphasized on the role of the collective memory in shaping the aspirations of the nation. 
 
2 Description: The Vice Chancellor of Nalanda University Prof. Sunaina Singh gave her 7 days' 

salary to the PM Relief Fund to deal with the COVID-19 pandemic. The Vice Chancellor also 

asked the university personnel to assist the Government of India in dealing with this pandemic. 
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Description: Nalanda University launched School of Management Studies with a futuristic 

academic programme christened ‘MBA in Sustainable Development and Management’. It is a 

futuristic two year MBA programme open to both working executives and freshers. 

 

 

160



 

 

 
 

 
 

Description: School of Public Health will soon be established in Nalanda University. This 

decision was taken in the 5th Academic Council meeting held in the university campus. During 

the meeting, it was also agreed to establish a new research center named Centre of Conflict 

Resolution and Peace Studies. Apart from this, discussions were also held on starting many new 

programs in the university. 
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Description: Nalanda University has reported to declare the result according to the predetermined 

schedule even during the lock down. The University had conducted the online examination 

according to the academic calendar. The Vice Chancellor said that there was no hindrance in the 

teaching work of the university due to the pandemic and everything was going on online as per the 

schedule. 
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